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Passlock® theft-deterrent svstem - Lubed-for-life 


chassis + Battery-Rundown Protection « Standard antilock 
brakes - Breakaway dual outside mirrors - Headlamps 
that turn themselves on - A cup holder for ‘lefties 
$16,535° > www.chevrolet.com/malibu 


|-800-950-2438 


The Car You Knew America Could Build. 


Malibu. Genuine Chevrolet’ 
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ONLY 
ON 
DIRECTV. 


Tom Petty and 
the Heartbreakers. 


In Concert. 
In your Living Room. 


DIRECTV Presents Another FREE | 
Exclusive Concert Premiere. Saturday, July 17. aR 


Catch the world premiere of Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers’ historic concert filmed at the 

Fillmore in San Francisco. Only on DIRECTV. See Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers perform 
songs from their current album echo as well as classic hits in razor-sharp, digital-quality 
picture and CD sound. It’s even available in Dolby Digital Surround Sound.” And the exclusive events don't stop when DIRECTY: 
the Heartbreakers leave the stage. So if you want a permanent seat to the best entertainment on TV, get DIRECTV today. | What Are You Looking At?” 


For tour information, go to www.tompetty.com 

www.directv.com Also available for apartments. Programming is for private viewing by DIRECTV residential customers only. To view live concert, system must be installed 
et and activated by 7/17/99. "Dolby Digital Surround Sound requires a Dolby Digital compatible audio receiver, sold separately. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions 

"| subject to change. DIRECTV programming is provided in accordance with the terms and conditions of the DIRECTV Customer Agreement, a copy of which is provided with 

your first DIRECTV billing statement. Hardware and programming sold separately. Equipment specifications may vary in Alaska. ©1999 DIRECTV, Inc. DIRECTV and “What 

Are You Looking At?” are trademarks of DIRECTY, Inc., a unit of Hughes Electronics Corp. All other trademarks or service marks are the property of their respective owners. 
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Bruce Springsteen photo- 


NEWS & NOTES 


graphed for EW by Kevin 8 On With the Shows A sneak preview of the 
Pivencadlniul stan oktalds TV trends you'll see this fall...Goooooaaaaal: Women’s World 
Sweden, on June 23, 1999 


Se Cup mania...2# gets a transfusion of new talent...Gimme 


Selected copies of this Shelter...Hot Sheet... Flashes... Monitor...and more. 
issue contain our 
monthly multimedia 
supplement, EW Internet. 
if you would like to 
receive EW! in the future, 
send an e-mail with your 
full name, address, and 
account number (listed 


16 Springsteen, Mass. The highway’s jammed 
with touring acts this summer, from perennial Bob Dylan to 
pulehritudinous Britney Spears. But none of them are driving 
ticket sales, fan hysteria, and good old-fashioned rock & roll fervor 


SOSVe YOUR HATS OSs like the Boss. PLUS: Our comprehensive summer music roundup; 
mailing label) to subsvcs@ . 
ew.customersvc.com. Woodstock 99. BY JEFF GORDINIER 


26 Pie in Your Face Porn. pastry, and pasty, sex- 
crazed teens—inside the summer's would-be raunch hit 
American Pie, BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


EW ON CNN 


Watch CNN & 


Entertainment Weekly 
Thursday nights at 
8 p.m. (ET) 


30 The Unusual Suspects Tired of being locked 
away with nothing but network reruns? Here’s our guide to 
HBO's Oz and 20 other killer summer shows. 
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REVIEWS 


435 MOVIES 

OWEN GLEIBERMAN on Amer't- 
can Pie; also Arlington Road, The 
Dinner Game, The Lovers on the 
Bridge, My Son the Fanatic, Broken 
Vessels, Autumn Tale, Regret to 
Inform, Muppets From Space. PLUS: 
Reel World; Legacy: Mario Puzo. 


51 TELEVISION 

KEN TUCKER on the long-awaited 
season finale of Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer, PLUS: On the Air; Remote 
Patrol; What to Watch. 


60 BOOKS 

LISA SCHWARZBAUM on Angela's 
Ashes, Bridget Jones’s Diary, Bag 
of Bones, and other books out in 
paperback this summer. PLUS: 
Between the Lines; Editor’s Choice. 


65 MUSIC 

ROB BRUNNER on new albums 
from R&B girl groups Blaque and 
Destiny's Child. PLUS: Hear and 
Now; Parents’ Guide. 


735 VIDEO 

STEPHEN WHITTY on A Civil 
Action, To Kill a Mockingbird, 
Norma Rae, and Silkwood. PLUS: 
Fast Forward; remembering pro- 
lific actress Sylvia Sidney. 


T9 MULTIMEDIA 

RICHARD ASHTON onthe music 
industry's frantic attempt to cash in 
on MP3 in time for the holidays. 
PLUS: New This Week; Cybertalk. 


DEPARTMENTS 


4 MAIL A mixed response to our 
Adam Sandler cover story; one 
woman isn’t rushing out to see studio 
exec Amy Pascal's films; a reader is 
upset by a reference to the Colorado 
shootings in a music review; memo 
to Jim Mullen: Obesity is no joke, 


84 ENCORE July 22, 1985: 
Dolly Parton announces plans to 
open a theme park called Dollywood. 


WEEKLY 


Our cover guy Adam (ka-ching!) San- 
dier (#490, June 18) has certainly come along way since his 
SNL days as Operaman and Canteen Boy, but many read- 
ers still identify with the nation’s leading goofball. “Long 
live the nerds,” writes Jack Cahill of Roswell, Ga. “Sandler 
isa gifted comedian and actor—and his movies are money 
in the bank.” But Sandler’s most ardent fans worry the 
box office success of such cuddly comedies as Big Daddy 
will change his rude, crude, just-for-dudes formula: “Be 
careful,” warns John Hardin of Los Angeles. “You’re 
starting to slide toward Bob Saget territory. No dogs, no 
little kids. Bathroom jokes, pretty girls, and Cajun accents 
are permitted, though.” And Hanukkah songs, of course. 


Adam’s Ribbing 

THANK YOU FOR FINALLY 
acknowledging funnyman 
Adam Sandler! Sandler doesn’t 
flaunt his stardom. Instead, he 
strives to make his audience 
and fans laugh at normal life 
situations. Thanks for recogniz- 
ing a funny, beautiful person. 
KRISTINA MERRILL 

Essex Junction, Vt. 


IT AMAZES ME HOW FAR 
“comedian” Adam Sandler has 
gotten in his career on practi- 
cally zero talent. He bases all of 
his comic abilities on saying 
something unfunny in an even 
unfunnier, annoying lisp or yell. 
I’m just glad most critics agree 
with me on this. Maybe a mira- 
cle will happen and his career 
will quickly fade just as Pauly 
Shore’s did. If Adam Sandler is 
the best cover you could come 
up with, that is as sad as San- 
dler’s comedic abilities. 

BRAD JONES 

PlpF ctn20@aol.com 

Chatham, Ill. 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY Welcomes read- 


er mail. Address letters to Enrertain- 
MENT Week y, 1675 Broadway, New York, 


N.Y. 10019. E-mail can be sent to /et- 


ters@ew.com. All correspondence 
must include your name, address, and 
daytime telephone number. Letters 
may be edited for clarity or length. 


Subscription Problems? 
Call 1-800-828-6882 


IN YOUR JUNE 18 ISSUE, 
there was an article on Stanley 
Kubrick’s interest in the sci-fi 
film project A.J. (“Stanley 
Kubrick’s Lost Movie”), about 
alien intelligence and a robot 
boy whose physical appearance 
is unhumanly balanced; “real 
human faces are invariably 
asymmetrical.” This sparked 
avery recent memory, and I 
turned back to the cover photo 
of Adam Sandler. The two sides 
of his face are practically mirror 
images! Is this an explanation 
of his sudden, inexplicable 
success? Is Sandler a robot or 
an alien among us? 

JUNE NETHERCUT 

Stockton, Calif. 


Seeing Red 

WHILE IT’S ALWAYS EN- 
couraging to hear about 
women making strides in Hol- 
lywood, it was discouraging 
to read about Amy Pascal 
(“Green-Light District”). In 
my opinion, every project she 
is associated with is violent, 
ridiculous, just plain boring, or 
all of the above. Why is she 
wasting Garry Shandling on a 
piece of crap like What Planet 
Are You From? Why do we 
need Godzilla 2 or Charlie's 
Angels or yet another Robin 
Williams scenery-chewing 
exercise? I see a lot of movies, 
everything from G to unrated, 


and Pascal’s movies are on my 
“Stop—Red Light” list. 
MELISSA M. BUCKLEY 
buckscot@heartlandmls.com 
Prairie Village, Kan. 


No Bizkit for You 


I WAS THOROUGHLY ENJOY- 
ing David Browne’s music 
review of Limp Bizkit’s new 
album, until I came across his 
reference to the Columbine 
tragedy. [“You can’t help but 
think that Dylan Klebold and 
Eric Harris may have been 
huge Limp Bizkit fans.” I 
thought his comment was 
unfair, unjustified, and disre- 
spectful to both the band and 
the students. Those boys had 
bigger issues than listening 
to “jackhammer metal.” The 
relation to listening to loud 
music and acting out violently, 
as Klebold and Harris did, is 
practically nonexistent. EW, 
I really thought your writers 
had more sense than this. 
NADINE ZEID 

Boulder, Colo. 


sounds of Silence 

I TOTALLY DISAGREE WITH 
Jim Farber’s review of Sarah 
MecLachlan’s Mirrorball. He 
writes that no one will be able 
to tell it’s a live album “until 
they hear the audience scream.” 
Iam a fan, and I can detect her 
changes in every song on the 


CD. Perhaps the reason the 
fans are so quiet—and I’m sure 
most who have seen her live 
will agree—is because they are 
so entranced by her angelic 
voice and strong delivery that 
they remain awestruck. I saw a 
show on the tour from which 
this CD was made. When she 
sang “Angel” accompanied only 
by her piano, the crowd stood 
there in silence because the 
moment was so beautiful that 
no one wished to interfere. 
MICHAEL FAGONE 

West Roxbury, Mass. 


Don’t Be Cruel 


I USUALLY LOOK FORWARD 
to Jim Mullen’s humorous 
look at what is going on each 
week, but I am appalled that 
he would make a joke about a 
life-threatening disease such 
as obesity. His remark about 
the 1,100-pound man was in 
very, very bad taste. Obesity 
is a serious illness whose 
victims live like prisoner's 
every day of their lives. 
JACKIE MIANO 


| jackie0825@aol.com 
_ Whitestone, N.Y. 


WWW.EW.COM (AOL KEYWORD: EW) 


The ‘South’ Side 


Read an online-only interview 
with South Park creators 
Matt Stone and Trey Parker. 


Bye-Bye, ‘Buffy’ 
Talk about the show's 
controversial season finale 
in the message boards. 


Our list of the 25 scariest 
movies of all time. Plus 

@ Eyes Wide Shut (Movies) 
Ken Tucker on TV’s depic- 
tion of drugs and alcohol 
“Weird Al” Yankovic's 
new album (Music) 

@ An e-book roundup 
(Multimedia) 
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Enjoy Finlandia responsibly. 


Finlandia Vodka 40% ALC./VOL., imported by Brown-Forman Beverages Worldwide, Louisville, KY ©1999 ALTIA GROUP LTD. To send a gift of Finlandia Vodka. call 1-800-SPIRITED. 
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The networks are tweaking their lineups for fall, 
with trends both fresh and flat. Here’s a peek. 
by Kristen Baldwin and Shawna Malcom 


UMMER’S IN FULL | 
swing, which is why | 
we're obsessing over... 
the fall TV season, 
(Hey, it’s never too 
early to plan a viewing sched- 
ule.) Sitting in the darkness of 
our offices, we've been sifting 
through tapes of next season's 
shows, and a number of intrigu- 
ing trends have already be- 
come apparent. For one thing, 
despite what you've heard, 


PAMHIN PA 


CANDID GAMERA No fewer 


next year is not just about | than five series employ the nar- 
teen-skewing sitcoms and dra- | rative device of breaking the 
mas—though The WB alone | so-called fourth wall, featuring 
does have 10 such shows onits | characters chatting directly 
schedule. We've noticed plenty 
of other patterns, the most | vary from show to show: On 
promising of which is the lack | Fox’s Malcolm in the Middle, 
of out-and-out stink bombs (like | actors stop mid-scene to com- 


with the viewers. The styles 


last year’s Nathan Lane debacle, | ment on the action, while ABC's | the same—to reveal a bit more 
Encore! Encore!). “There are | Once and Again allows star | ofa character's true colors. “A 
more shows that have potential | Sela Ward to pour her heart out | person may say one thing 
than in other years,” says Tim | in black-and-white interstitial | whereas inside they're feeling 
Spengler, senior VP at West- | confessionals. Fox’s Get Real, | something different,” says Mar- 
ern Initiative Media. “The last | NBC’s The Mike O’Malley | shall Herskovitz, cocreator of 
two seasons there was a lot | Show, and UPN’s Shasta Mec- | Once and Again, who's obvious- 
more garbage.” Some other | Nasty also employ variations on | ly been studying up on Eugene 
tube trends we've picked up: the technique. Still, the intent is | O'Neill and George Burns. “By 


J UL Y¥ 16, 199 9 
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: 


| PROGRAM NOTES (1) Applegate 
and Gampos stick; (2) Shields 
Suddenly dumps Nelson; (3) 
here comes Judge Brenneman; 
(4) Ward checks out Billy 
Campbell at least Once 


having them talk to the cam- 
era, it’s an opportunity to hear 
what they’re really feeling.” 

m@ WOMEN ON TOP Thanks to 
| the surprise success of NBC's 
| female-friendly Providence, fall 
is filled with women-starting- 
over shows. CBS’ Family Law 
features Kathleen Quinlan as an 
abandoned wife who rebuilds 
her law practice after her hus- 
band steals her clients. ABC’s 


Yo CMOLS 


HOLMER ALOE or. VIWe °S 


oe SR ca 


37 


OBE PHOTOS 


Ev GL 


AM ALCORAY ZUMA PRESS 


TH 


JEFF SLOCOMEASOUTLINE: Ga 


CAAIG BLA 


AT 


AWGEL: AlCH AAD Ga 


CAGE AND AMQUETTE: LISA AOS 


HER ERHORM: MING-HA 


WRAIGHT; HEWITT: 


CS & he = ; = 
Mitt! fest Sars Ss —= 
se # = 


= = - 
-_— 2.9 £& Lil 
ns = 


——= 
[a 
Sond 


sitcom Then Came You re- 


volves around a thirtysome- 
thing divorcée (Big Night's Su- 
san Floyd) who falls for a 
twentysomething hotel employ- 
ee, And in CBS’ Judging Anvy, 
ex-NYPD Blue star Amy Bren- 
neman plays a lawyer-turned- 
judge who leaves her husband 
and moves back in with her 
mother (Tyne Daly). “Provi- 
dence's success was really good 
news for us,” says exec produc- 
er Brenneman, who based the 
series on her mother’s experi- 
ence as a juvenile-court judge. 
“It showed there was an audi- 
ence for shows about women at 
the crossroads of their lives.” 

@ SPIN-OFF GITY Alas, the 
Malcolm & Eddie offspring 
starring Goolio didn’t make the 
schedule, but plenty of old char- 
acters will get new homes. Most 
prominently, there's The WB's 
Angel, in which ex—Buffy babe 
David Boreanaz starts a new life 
as a vampire private eye. Mo- 
esha’s Countess Vaughn hangs 
out her own sitcom shingle in 
UPN’s Mo’nique, while NBC’s 
Law & Order gets cloned with 
Law & Order: Special Victims 
Unit, a new series that focuses 
on ultraviolent crimes. And 
though the Jennifer Love Hew- 
itt drama Time of Your Life is be- 
ing reworked, Fox execs are 
still high on the Party of Five 


HALO AGAIN Angel's Boreanaz 
(top center) and costars; Hewitt’s 
partying on her own Time 


spin-off. What's with all the re- 
eycling? Familiarity, of course, 
breeds higher ratings. “With 
all the new shows, a viewer can 
be overwhelmed,” says Time 
cocreator (and Party exec pro- 
ducer) Amy Lippman. A spin- 
off, says Lippman, “‘is like go- 
ing to a cocktail party where 
you're already good friends 
with someone who’s there.” 

@ TAKE TWO With all the recon- 
struction among returning se- 
ries, you'd think Bob Vila was a 
network exec. A bevy of shows 
are being completely made 
over for next season, ranging 
from ABC's Two Guys, a Girl, 
and a Pizza Place, which will 
ditch the eatery theme and be- 
come Two Guys and a Girl, to 
CBS’ Chicago Hope, which 
booted no fewer than six of its 
regulars (including Emmy win- 
ner Ghristine Lahti) and will 
get an infusion of new blood, 
including Lauren Holly, Carla 
Gugino, and Barbara Hershey. 
Among the other notable over- 
hauls: NBC’s Jesse, which will 
now feature Christina Apple- 
gate as a nursing student living 
alone (goodbye barmaid job, 
goodbye family, though hunky 
love interest Bruno Campos 
sticks around); and NBC's Sud- 
denly Susan, in which Brooke 
Shields will now work for a 
men’s magazine, complete with 
anew boss (replacing Judd Nel- 
son) and a new love interest 
(both roles are yet to be cast). 
Why are networks going to all 


Seems even TV’s No. 1 show is due for some 
minor surgery. Look for faltering NBC jug- 
gernaut ER—which lost 16 percent of its 


Mallia. 


viewers last season—to make some staff 
changes in the fall. According to sources 
close to the series, Gloria Reuben—who 
plays multiple-malady-stricken nurse 
Jeannie Boulet—is in talks to exit during 
the season. The producers are now debat- 
ing how she'd be written out. Meanwhile, 


first-season resident Ming-Na Wen—who 
left the show to join NBC sitcom The Single Guy (somebody 
needs a new agent, stat!)—is set to don her ER scrubs again. A 
spokesperson for the series refused to comment, saying only, 
“We're still working things out.” Plans are confirmed, how- 
ever, to add an elder voice of wisdom to the hospital staff. 
Donald Sutherland and Sidney Poitier were considered, “but 
it’s not going to happen with them,” says the spokesperson. 
“We're still trying to cast that character.” —Jessica Shaw 
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v0 SL WANT TO KNOW WHY THAT CAGE BIRD SINGS? Then you 
must see this 5 BR, 6 BIH, gated Renaissance-style estate 


in the Hollywood Hills! °)))° $2.2 million 


Oscar winner Nicolas Cage is shedding his Gothic-inspired home. 
He bought the 5,300-square-foot property in 1990 but is selling 
because he and wife Patricia Arquette moved to tony Bel Air last 
year (they purchased singer Tom Jones’ old pad). Built in 1928, 
the castlelike house comes complete with all the requisite creepy 
touches, including stone gargoyles in the entry, a staircase with 
a Carved snake for a banister, and a master bedroom with resin- 
embedded insects in the bedposts. There’s even a giant aquarium 
that houses a shark—which is not included. Thankfully, Holly- 
wood has plenty of replacement sharks. —Tricia Johnson 


the trouble to fix these shows? 
Sometimes they have no choice 


(Warner Bros., producer of 


Suddenly Susan, tied the 


show's renewal to NBC’s ER | 


deal), but most often it comes 
down to economics. “If you're 


ENTERTAI 


launching a new show, you have 


| to spend much more money,” 


says Western Initiative Me- 
dia’s Spengler. “These are 
shows that [the networks] think 
have potential. And it’s better 
than starting from zero.” 
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What the country is talking about this week... 


1 R-rated movies Some movie theaters aren't checking 
[Ds the way they promised. So go complain to the 16-year- 
old manager. 


2 Powerball A 21-year-old Minnesotan won the entire 
5150 million jackpot. Now she knows how Bill Gates feels 
on a bad day. 


3 American Pie Maybe the most disgusting, corrosive, im- 
moral teen gross-out movie ever made. It'll make a fortune. 


4 Muppets From Space They couldn't release the new 
kiddie movie under its original tithe—Star Wars: Episode IH. 


45 Pamela Anderson 
Lee Loni Anderson 
will play her mother 
on VIP. “T remember 
the day you were born. 
I thought you were 
twins.” 


6 Two ofa Kind finale 
The Olsen twins die 

a slow death trapped 
in a fiery elevator 
crash. Or was that just 
a pleasant dream?! 


7 George Jones The country star’s wrecked SUV is on dis- 
play as a message to all drivers: Watch out for George Jones. 


8 Posh Spice A marriage made in heaven: Her soccer-star 
husband isn’t allowed to use his hands, she can’t use her brain. 


9 Amitabh Bachchan He’s been voted the greatest 
screen star of the millennium by BBC News Online users. 
But that publicity hound Larry Olivier gets all the press. 


10 Arlington Road Jetf Bridges thinks his neighbor is a 
terrorist. Or maybe he’s just a wacky, fun-loving gun collector. 


11 Blues Traveler Portly singer John Popper was hospital- 
ized for chest pains. Preventing him from entering the 
annual hot dog eating contest at Coney Island. 


12 Beverly Hillbillies casino The latest planned Reno 
vulgarity. It was rushed through before something tasteful 
could be built there by mistake. 


13 Buffy the Vampire Slayer There's a surefire way to 
keep your teens from watching this week's controversial 
season finale. Tell them you liked it. 


14 Intern Appreciation Day Here’s a buck. Go get your- 
self a card. 


15 The bald eagle The U.S. symbol is off the endangered 
species list. If only its favorite snack wasn’t spotted owls. 
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THEY'VE SOLD OUT STADIUMS 
all over the U.S., inspired a 
Barbie doll, and won David 
Letterman’s affection. The 
Spice Girls? That’s so 98. This 
summer's distaff pop-culture 
sensation is the U.S. women’s 


national soecer team, led by 
mediagenic striker Mia Hamm. 


flip to CBS’ Late Show, where 
Letterman calls the team 
“babe city.” Hamm’s self-help 
book, Go for the Goal, is a hot 
seller. And fans can even buy 
their own mini-team: four kick- 


The once-ignored 14-year- | ing, throwing soccer Barbies. 


old team (which at 
press time was fac- 
ing the Chinese in 
the World Cup finals) 
has become as ubiq- 
uitous as Latino pop 
stars. Check out Ga- 
torade’s ad featuring 
Hamm body-slam- 


HAMM SLAMS 


“They're a group 
that everyone, in- 
eluding guys, would 
want to drink beer 
with,” says World 
Cup exec Steve Van- 
derpool, So expect 
Hollywood to make 
a pass at them. “I’m 


ming Michael Jordan, or Nike’s | sure someone out there wants 


spot (top) with a squad of boot- 
ers showing solidarity in a 
dentist’s office. (Nike is so 
giddy over women’s soccer, it 
named a building at its Oregon 
headquarters after Hamm.) Or 


| todoa TV movie about them,” 


says William Morris agent 
Rick Bradley, who adds that 
Hamm could go into broad- 


casting or acting: “‘She’s bigger 
than the sport.” —Will Lee 


Q: Sure, now everyone 
loathes Jar Jar Binks. But 
how did the South Park 
movie get in a jab at the 
computer-generated goof- 
ball when Phantom Menace 
opened just weeks before? 


A: “We saw the first Phantom trailer way back in January,” says Trey 
Parker, who cocreated South Park with Matt Stone. “We were like, 
‘This is the new Ewok! This is what's going to ruin the new moviel’” The ir- 
reverent duo ran to their word processors and cranked out a riff on Jar 
Jar’s signature line “Yousa say peoples gonna die,” which they plopped 
into a scene featuring the wholesale slaughter of a platoon of soldiers. 
“Paramount didn’t get it,” says Parker, “but we kept it in there.” Even 
more presciently, they put the line in the mouth of an African-American 
soldier—foreshadowing charges that Jar Jar is a Stepin Fetchit stereo- 
type. How'd that happen? “Luck,” laughs Parker, adding “We didn’t know 
that [Jar Jar] was going to be racist—just annoying.” —Dan Fierman 


Daily news and more Mullen at www.ew.com (AOL keyword: EW) 
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The Acura 3.0CL 


PERFORMANCE LUXURY 
3,0-Liter, 200-Horsepower VTEC V6 Engine Integrated HomelLink’ System 
3 4-Speed Automatic with Grade Logic Control Hand-Selected Leather Appointed Interior 
: ; : Alloy Wheels with Michelin’ MX V4" Tires &-Way Power Driver's Seat with Autoposition 
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| 4-Wheel Anti-Lock Braking System Stylishly Equipped at $26,150 
ies 


: CW \ at] AN 


©)1999 Acura Division of American Honda Motor Co. Inc Acia, CL and VTEC arc trademarks of Honda Motor Co, Lid. Homellink is a registered trademark of Prince Comm Michelin and MXV4 are registered trademarks of 
Michelin North America MSRP for OCH t $28 (50 Pree exchides decimation, tex, nthe and forme Make an intelligent decision Fasten your seat helt For more information on the Acura CL, call !-800-TO-ACURA or visit wwwacura.com 


ANALYZE THIS: PHILLIP CARMUSO:; LAKE PLAciO: BOD ARCS TON; TOWEL AND GIFT ITEMS: PHOTOGRAPHS BY STEVEN FRECMAN 


Ve. 


} ~~ 
% 


ROBERT DE NIRO AND GRYSTAL 


FLASHES 


CHEW ON THIS Promo 
item of the week: the Lake 
Placid beach towel. Sure, 
marketing a thriller about a 
giant man-eating crocodile (oh 
yeah, Bridget Fonda and Bill 
Pullman are in it too) is no 
easy feat, but the folks at Fox 
seemed to relish the task—a 
bit too much, if you ask us. The 
towel sent to the media (right) 
shows a swimmer—with a nu- 
tritional-data box tattooed on 
his back. We may be having a 
Hannibal Lecter moment 
here, but would the meat from 
an adult male really contain 
25,450 calories and 9,000 mil- 
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ligrams of fat? Unlikely. “We 
did try and get the exact nu- 
tritional info for a 180-pound 
human,” says Fox 
rep Jackie Sigmund. 
“But the cannibal 
farm in North Car- 
olina would not 
return calls.” 
—Daniel Fierman 


SUBCONSCIOUS 
EFFORTS It’sno 
secret Hollywood is 
obsessed with pSy- «== 
chiatry—atter all, stars take 
their pets to shrinks in this 
town, Now that mania is turn- 
ing up on screen: Therapists 


Earlier this year, both 
Billy Crystal in Ana- 
lyze This and Lor- 
raine Bracco in 
The Sopranos 


to conflicted 
mobsters. Next 


are the protagonists du jour. 


played counselors 


random quote 


f “Darth Maul. Darth Maul has 
a double-sided lightsaber. All 


& hs | we'll see Bruce Willis as a 


therapist in the thriller The 
Sicth Sense, Loren Dean play- 
ing a psychologist in Lawrence 
Kasdan’s comedy Mumsford, 
and Courteney Cox portraying 
a woman posing as a psychia- 
trist in The Shrink Is In. "A 


| lot of people in Hollywood 


have been in therapy for a 
long time,” says Dean. “And 
people have to tell some of 
those stories.” How do real 
shrinks feel about Hollywood's 
interest in them profession? 
Says Dr. Steven Hyler, a Co- 
lumbia University psychiatry 
professor, “How do you feel 
about Hollywood's interest in 
our profession?” Sorry, we 
made that up. What he actually 
says Is, “I’m not really 
worried about the way 
we're portrayed. We 
like a good movie just 
like anyone else.” 
—Megan Quitkin 


WRONG WRITES 
It’s a trend only Dan 
Quayle could love. In 
a trailer for the 
South Park film, 
Saddam Hussein's first name 
is misspelled Sadaam. In 
Spike Lee’s Summer of Sam, 
the credit for actor Ben Gaz- 
zara reads Gazarra. In Amer- 
ican Pie, a mom writes “you're 
favorite” in a note to her son 
(any high schooler knows it 
should be your). ven more 
egregious, the title of the 
IMAX film Encounters in the 
Third Dimension includes the 
word T/ivid in its trailer, Some- 


Dr. Evil has is Mr. Bigglesworth.” 


—JAKE LLOYD (The Phantom Menace) on who would winin a death match 


between the villains of Star Wars and Austin Powers 


| one get rewrite! None of the 
studios involved will comment. 
But National Spelling Bee 
champ Nupur Lala, 14, thinks 
filmmakers should hit the 
books harder: “Poor spelling 
shows carelessness and lack of 
effort. It’s a shame because kids 
are influenced by the language 
in movies.” Indeed, we're 


appauled. —Celeste Perri 
places 
Got your California va- 


cation all mapped out? r 


You'll probably hitthe SrA 


Hollywood Walk of Fame, , 


a 
ones, hi 


o" : 


KEY 


and of course, drop by the 
morgue. That's right: The 
latest must-see stop on 
stargazers’ itineraries these 
days isthe Los Angeles 
Gounty Goroner’s Depart- | 
ment. Turns out people are 
flocking to the house of the dead just 
to catch a glimpse of the last stop for 
such celebs as Marilyn Monroe, 
Janis Joplin, John Belushi, , 
and River Phoenix. “People eh, ) 
iieONER “ll 


| RING: 35 


think they're going to see 
a knife from a famous 
crime and other evi- 

dence when they come 


here,” says the depart- ——= 
ment’s assistant chief of ate 
investigations, Juan J. 


Jimenez. “But all we have is a gift 
shop.” Yes, a gift shop. The morbidly 
curious can drop into the coroner’s 
store, Skeletons in the Closet, 
| and buy such grim tehotch- 
kes as body-bag 
garment bags ($18), 
beach towels with 
chalk outlines 
($25), and toe-tag 
key rings ($5). Last 
year, Skeletons raked in 
more than $500,000 in 
sales. Its website—of 
course it has a website (www. 
lacoroner.com)—sums up the 
experience best: “Part of you thinks 
it’s in poor taste, Part of you 
wants an XL.” —Tricia Johnson 
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py. EXPECTING Nash Bridges 
Mi star Don Johnson, 49, 

and his wife of two months, 
preschool teacher Kelley 
Phleger Johnson, 31, are ex- 
pecting their first child. No 
due date was announced. 


WEDDINGS Video direc- 
tor Spike Jonze, 29, to 
actress-director/winery scion 
Sofia Coppola (The Virgin 
Suicides), 28, June 26, at the 
Coppola estate in California’s 
Napa Valley. It’s the first 
marriage for both.... Posh 
Spice Victoria Adams, 24, to 
Manchester United soccer star 
David Beckham, 23, July 4, 
at Luttrellstown Castle, 
near Dublin. It’s the first 
marriage for both; the newly- 
weds have a 4-month-old 
son, Brooklyn Joseph. 


BIRTHS An 8-pound 4- 
ounce boy, Matthew R. 
Blosil, to talk-show host Marie 
Osmond, 39, and her husband, 
record producer Brian Blosil, 
July 6, in Provo, Utah. He is the 
couple’s seventh child.... An 8- 
pound 4-ounce boy, Presley Walk- 
er, to model Cindy Crawford, 33, 
and her husband, nightlife impre- 
sario Rande Gerber, 36, July 2, in 
L.A. It’s the first child for both. 


= DEALS Comedian and for- 
b~4 mer Larry Sanders Show 
star Garry Shandling, 49, wrapped 
up a $100 million conflict-of-in- 
terest suit against his manager 
of 18 years, Brad Grey, 40, July 2. 
By settling out of court, Shand- 
ling and Grey avoided a trial 
that could have publicized their 
closely held business secrets. 
Shandling had alleged that Grey, 
the head of the management 
firm/production company Brill- 
stein-Grey Entertainment, exe- 
cuted millions of dollars worth 
of deals with Columbia Pictures 
Television, ABC/Capital Cities, 
and MCA Inc. without paying 
Shandling his fair share, and 
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that Grey used his connection to 
Shandling to lubricate these 
outside deals. Grey had coun- 
tersued for $10 million. The par- 
ties did not disclose the exact 
terms of the agreement, but a 
joint statement notes that in the 
settlement, they exchanged 
“certain interests in various 
television programs.” 


8) ARRESTED Rapper DMX 
ES] (né Earl Simmons), 28, 

is in trouble with the law again. 
According to a police spokes- 
person, the performer was 
arrested on weapons posses- 
sion and drug-paraphernalia 
possession charges, June 30, in 
Teaneck, N.J. Police seized drug 
paraphernalia, an assault 
weapon, high-capacity maga- 
zines, and hollow-point bullets 
from DMX’s home on June 28, 
the Teaneck police say. The 
performer allegedly turned 
himself in two days later 

and was released on bail. 


_ Neither DMX’s representative 


nor his lawyers returned 
calls for comment. 
2 RECOV NG Blues Trav- 
~i4 eler frontman John Popper, 
32, after an angioplasty, July 1, in 
L.A. The hefty harmonica player 
was admitted to Cedars-Sinai 
hospital after experiencing chest 


_ pains for months. Popper was 


released the next day. His band’s 
two July 4 weekend shows at Col- 
orado’s Red Rocks Amphitheatre 
were indefinitely postponed. The 
band’s spokesman says that all 
public appearances have been 
put on hold for the moment, but 
a solo tour planned for the fall 
is still scheduled. 


EATHS Morphine singer 
~~} Mark Sandman, 46, ofa 
heart attack, July 3, after col- 
lapsing on stage at the Giardini 
del Principe near Rome. 
Sandman sang baritone and 
played a two-string bass for 
the bluesy rock band.... Don of 


[i 
POPPER 


SHANDLING 


Mafia novelists Mario Puzo, 78, of 
heart failure, July 2, in Bay Shore, 
N.Y. (See Legacy on page 46)... 
Reggae singer Dennis Brown, 42, 
July 1, in Kingston, Jamaica. The 
charismatic crowd-pleaser had 
once been regarded as a poten- 
tial successor to Bob Marley. 
An autopsy has not yet been 
performed.... Director Edward 
Dmytryk, 90, of heart and kidney 
failure, July 1, in Encino, Calif. 
Dmytryk, director of such clas- 
sics as Murder, My Sweet and 
The Caine Mutiny, was a member 
of the Hollywood 10 and served a 
year in prison after being held in 
contempt of the House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities 

in 1947.... Clean-cut crooner Guy 
Mitchell, 72, of complications 
from surgery, July 1, in Las Vegas. 
Mitchell charted nearly 40 songs 


BECKHAM AND ADAMS 


between 1950 and 1960, including 
two No. 1 hits, “Singing the 
Blues” and “Heartaches by the 
Number.”... Actress Sylvia Sidney, 
88, of throat cancer, July 1, in New 
York (see Legacy on page 77).... 
Movie producer Sir John Woolf, 
86, June 28, in London. His cred- 
its included The African Queen, 
Oliver!, and The Day of the 
Jackal.... Special-effects whiz 
John Stears, 64, of complications 
from a stroke, April 28, in L.A. (his 
family reportedly delayed news 
of his death until after memorial 
services were held). A two-time 
Oscar recipient—for 1965’s Thun- 
derball and 1977’s Star Wars— 
Stears is credited with creating 
gadgets ranging from James 
Bond’s Aston Martin to the Jedi 
Knights’ lightsabers, as well 

as R2-D2. —Troy Patterson 
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THE BOSS MAY BE IN THE DRIVER’S SEAT, BUT THERE ARE MANY OTHER 
STOPS ON THIS YEAR’S SUMMER MUSIC ROAD MAP. AN ‘EW’ INTINERARY... 


Springsteen, 


Mass. 


Exit Here for Bruce 


HERE IN SWEDEN, THE 
sun tries to prove it all 
night. It’s getting late— 
close to 10:15 p.m.—but the 
great ball of fire hasn’t re- 


ally gone down yet. There’s 


still a stubborn glare of 
blue sky above the Gothic towers and arches of Stock- 
holm Stadium. The sun’s got some serious competi- 
tion, though: Up on stage, already two hours into an 
epic rock & roll odyssey (and another hour away from 
the final collapse-to-your-knees crescendo), Bruce 
Springsteen and the E Street Band are blazing through 
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BY JEFF GORDINIER 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY KEVIN MAZURA 


an anthem called, coincidentally, “Light of Day.” 
Halfway into the song, as he does nearly every night, 
Springsteen starts hollering like he’s got a direct gospel 
hookup to the other Boss, the one who created the 
moon and the stars. “I’m gonna resuscitate you!” he 
testifies to a churning congregation of 32,000 Swedes. 
“I’m gonna regenerate you! I’m gonna re-liberate you 
with the power and the promise, the power and the 
promise, the POWER and the PROMISE—the 
majesty, the mystery, the ministry of rock & roll!” @ At 
49, Springsteen is a little bit older than rock itself, al- 
though he’s probably in better shape. For much of the 
‘90s, the brand of music that he specializes in—cannon- 
ball rock, meditative dust bow] folk, oily Jersey R&B, 
all stoked up with grand declarations of glory and 
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freedom—has suffered a total eclipse of the charts, giving way 
to everything from sticky teen pop to prickly rap-metal. 

Suddenly, though, Springsteen’s defying the laws of both the 
marketplace and physics; like that Scandinavian sun, he’s found 
a way to extend his rays far past the normal limit. Amazingly, 
it’s the last summer of the century, and a 49-year-old guy who 
talks about “the power and the promise” of rock & roll is the 
hot concert ticket of the year. 

To be sure, the youth brigade isn’t lagging far behind. Poll- 
star, the bible of the concert galaxy, puts out a list of the sum- 
mer tours that generate the most frantic quests for online data. 
Springsteen tops it. Limp Bizkit and Britney Spears rank sec- 
ond and third. The rest of the season breaks down to a demo- 
graphic jambalaya: You can set the blender for strum (a victory 
lap from the Lilith Fair caravan), jam (Dave Matthews Band), 
shred (the brain-banging rampages of Ozzfest and the Vans 
Warped Tour), or splatter (yet another pilgrimage to that mud- 
caked mecea known as Woodstock). 

Nothing, however, has set off quite the get-me-a-ticket feed- 
ing frenzy of Springsteen’s reunion with his Asbury Park posse, 
the E Street Band. The U.S. tour, which begins its locomotive 
trek July 15 in New Jersey, has already taken on a mythic, 
Rock’s Last Stand sort of status. (Fifteen shows on Bruce's 
home turf, Jersey’s Meadowlands, sold out in the time it takes 
you to say The Wild, the Innocent, & 
the E Street Shuffle. Faster, actual- 
ly.) It’s been more than a decade 
since all the core members of the 
band—including prodigal six- 
stringer Steve Van Zandt—shared a 
stage. The way fans see it, such a 
miraculous alignment of the planets 
may never happen again. 


E ENTERTAINMENT Nils Lofgren, 


Clarence Clemons, Scialfa, and 
VETWAT@ Int @ aii 


“There’s a general feeling among the 
fans that this is like the last goodbye for 
that whole era,’ says Ted Booth, an Amer- 
ican who caught a Stockholm show in or- 
der to dispatch the set list to Backstreets, a 
Stateside Springsteen fanzine. Plenty of 
acolytes look back on the early ’90s—when 
the Boss put out two glossy albums in tan- 
dem, Human Touch and Lucky Town—as 
Springsteen’s lost-in-the-Phil-Collins- 
wilderness phase. “That was a depressing 
time for most Bruce fans,” Booth says. 
“The musicians on stage—it was obvious 
they were performing because they were 
being paid.” But late last year, Spring- 
steen unleashed Tracks, a four-disc mine of 
rare jewels, which was seen as “a shout- 
out to the fans: ‘This is my core, and I’m 
bringing it back,’” Booth surmises. 

A Swedish fan, Rainer Svensson, puts it more poetically: 
“The sun to the earth is very important. So is the E Street 
Band to the Boss. Without them, it’s like no sun.” 


PF 


WEIRD BUT TRUE: THE COOLEST TOURIST ATTRACTION IN 
Stockholm is a big old boat. It’s called the Vasa, and it sank to 
the bottom of the harbor 371 years ago. Back in 1961, the or- 
nate, 700-ton, chocolate brown behemoth was hoisted out of the 
mud, spit-polished to its former magnificence, and put on dis- 
play ina museum. Everybody in Stockholm tells you the same 
thine—“Go see the boat!” (Springsteen’s wife and band mate, 
Patti Scialfa, took a trip to check it out one morning.) But their 
enthusiasm doesn’t make a whole lot of sense until you actually 
stand there and bask in the battleship’s mammoth shadow. 

You might say the Vasa represents everything Springsteen's 
summer tour wants to be—and seeks to avoid. After all, the 
hazard of mounting a Noah’s Ark of nostalgic favorites (“Thun- 
der Road,” “Born to Run,” “Badlands,” “Trapped,” “Out in the 
Street,” “Jungleland,” “Hungry Heart”) is...nostalgia itself. 
Folks yearn to hear those old chestnuts, sure, but nobody 
wants to watch the Boss turn into the Curator. 

On the other hand, anyone who actually witnesses one of 
Springsteen’s larynx-shredding spectacles tends to leave with 
an unshakable sense of awe. Carol Costello, a New York ad ex- 
ecutive, wound up at Springsteen’s Stockholm show by default: 
A client gave her a ticket. “It was cold, I was jet-lagged, and 
I'd been told that he’s known for going on for a really long time,” 
she says. “And I thought, Of no.” But not long after, she found 
herself speaking in the rhapsodic tones of a religious convert. 
“He just gives and gives and gives! He's going to take you on 
this long ride, and you’re going to experience all of life’s emo- 
tions before he’s through with you,” Costello raves. “You feel 
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Bill Paxton Billy Bob Thornton Bridget Fonda 


a simple plan 
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Sometimes good people do evil things. 


Watch it today on Video. 


nating BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO" stores 
USTER name, design, and related 


A VIACOM COAPAHYT 


Joy in Mudville 


Woodstock takes a late-'90s turn 


OODSTOCK 99: UNSPEAK- 
able heresy or way-cool 
bash? Discuss. ¢ When 
ee tatcwnmemalel(emy (elelet-ameled 4 
"94 on the 25th anniver- 
sary of its mythic forebear 
were announced a little 
more than five years ago, 
pundits went apoplectic 
with indignation, reviling the very notion as a blight on the hallowed 
memory of the original event. But when the mud-slinging 
cleared and the festival was over, many naysayers re- 
versed their opinions. The consensus seemed to be that 
Woodstock’s sequel was a pop-cultural landmark in its 
own right. Even the timing seemed propitious. With alt- 
rock peaking, the 350,000 fans who made the pilgrimage 
to upstate New York in ’94 constituted a community with 
a shared sense of musical and cultural aesthetics—just 
like the hippies back in 69. 
Now, five years later, they’re doing it again. Woodstock 
99 is set to be held July 23-25, in Rome, N.Y. (a good three- 
hour drive northwest of Bethel, N.Y., the site of the origi- 
nal festival), and will feature the likes of Korn, Limp Bizkit, 
Kid Rock, the Dave Matthews Band, DMX, Wyclef Jean, 
Metallica, Alanis Morissette, the Offspring, and Sugar Ray, 
among others. “This is really about the current genera- 
tion,” says John Scher, one of the festival’s organizers, 
explaining the absence of Woodstock ’69-era rockers. 
“This is not your father’s Woodstock.” 
That’s for sure. This one’s being held on a former Air 
Force base surrounded by a daunting, military-style 
fence. “It’s going to be virtually impossible for people to get in 
without a ticket,” notes Scher. To further foil the gate-crashers 
who siphoned profits away from 
the first two fests, “we’re also 
building a 12-foot-high, wood-and- 
steel-reinforced wall around the 
entire site,” says Scher. (Jeez— 
maybe Woodstockade might be a 
more accurate appellation.) 
There will be plenty of diversions 
to keep the prisoners—er, audi- 
ence—amused, though, including 


an extreme sports park for cycling and skating. Two former air- 
plane hangars adjacent to the fields will be put to use, one to show 
independent films, the other to showcase emerging artists and hold 
all-night raves. And expect plenty of entrepreneurs to be on hand, 
hawking wares both legal and otherwise. (Armchair music fans can 
catch it all on pay per view; for $59.95, you can enjoy a continuous 
telecast in the comfort of your mud-free living room.) 

Woodstock ’94 veterans Collective Soul are one of a handful of 
acts (including the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Sheryl! Crow) who will 
be returning. Frontman Ed Roland scoffs at the idea that there’s 
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Sugar Ray 


anything controversial about using the Woodstock name: “I thought 
it was just a great weekend of music for the fans.” Los Lobos’ Steve 
Berlin—whose band will play the festival for the first time—is 
slightly more cynical, calling the entire affair “a clever marketing 
ploy.” Still, he admits, Los Lobos have no qualms about accepting 
such a high-profile gig: “You think we’re crazy?” 


Tickets for the three-day fest start at $150 (advance purchase), = 


and organizers expect to unload all 250,000, Scher estimates gross 
ticket sales for Woodstock ’94 totaled “about $28 million” and ex- 
pects to rake in “even more” this time out. Looks like Joni Mitchell's 
assessment of the first Woodstock Generation still holds true of its 
descendents: “We are golden.” —Tom Sinclair 
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like a piece of him has been delivered to 
you. After going through this concert, you 
just imagine the man is spent. A pound of 
flesh has been given. There’s this hollow 
carcass that gets carted away at the end of 
the night—with a big smile on its face.” 

Well, one thing the man’s not giving is 
interviews: During the bulk of the 
European tour, which kicked off April 9 
in Barcelona and roared to a finale 
shortly after the June 23 and 24 dates in 
Stockholm, Springsteen and the E 
Streeters have maintained a congenial 
but strict vow of silence with the press. 
Which, of course, has forced people to go 
hunting for hidden messages in the most 
microscopic of gestures. (Example: 
Watch how the band’s two happily co- 
existing guitarists, Van Zandt and Nils 
Lofgren, step up to flank the Boss dur- 
ing “Two Hearts.” “Two hearts are bet- 
ter than one.” Aha!) 

Even swag has become a subject of 
scrutiny. In Stockholm, vendors were 
hawking T-shirts that bore the covers of 
Springsteen’s landmark albums from the 
‘70s and ’80s: The River. Darkness on the 
Edge of Town. Greetings From Asbury 
Park, N..J. And yet—hmmm—no Human 
Touch T-shirt? “I don’t think we'll see any 
of those,” Booth muses. 

That’s okay. To Springsteen fans, the 
Who’s famous cri de coeur from “Won't 
Get Fooled Again”—“Meet the new 
boss/Same as the old boss”—comes as a 
comfort. “Most pop stars are so com- 
mercial now that they’ve lost communi- 
cation with their audience,” offers 


Swedish fan Anna Nilsson. “People have 
trust in Bruce. You don’t feel like he’s 


(LLUSTRATIONS BY JOHN SPRINGS 


IT’S A TOUGH YEAR FOR SUMMER-TOUR 
fans: Lollapalooza and H.O.R.D.E. have gone 
the way of the $10 ticket, and the season’s 
hottest shows, by Bruce Springsteen and 
the E Street Band, are harder to get into 
than ’N Syne’s dressing room. All’s not lost, 
however, as our helpful (exceedingly so?) 
roundup to summer’s most notable music 
happenings (some already under way) sug- 
gests. —Rob Brunner and Laura Morgan 


Package Tours 


LILITH FAIR Now in its third (and final) year, 
the famed femme-fest boasts a predictably di- 
verse lineup, including Sarah McLachlan 
(duh), the Pretend- 
ers, the Dixie Chicks, 
Beth Orton, and Moni- 
ca. (Not all artists per- 
form on all dates, so 
check local listings.) 
Dates July 8-Aug. 31 
Tickets* $20-40 for 
most shows What to 
wear Hairy pits 
What to listen to 
in the Pathfinder Ani DiFranco What to 
pack Tarot cards What you'll end up with 
A henna tattoo What to pay a scalper $75 


OZZFEST 989 Black Sabbath return 
to headline the summer's loudest 
headbanger tour, along with Rob 
Zombie, Godsmack, Slayer, and oth- 
ers. Added attraction: “Never Never 
Land,” a concourse that includes a 
metal karaoke booth. What, you think 
it’s easy singing “Iron Man’? Dates 
Through July 24 Tickets $30-60 What to 
wear If it don’t say “Sabbath,” it sux. 
What to listen to in the Camaro Metalli- 
ca’s Master of Puppets What to pack Bail 
money, ‘cause... What you'll end up with A DWI 
arrest What to pay a scalper $50 


THE VANS WARPED TOUR ’99 Blink 182 and 
Pennywise will keep the punk-rock pups happy, 
but Warped minds will also appreciate the hip- 
hop offerings: Eminem, Black Eyed Peas, and 
Ice-T. (Not all acts appear on all dates, so check 
local listings.) Dates Through July 31 Tickets 
$20-25 What to wear Whatever doesn’t cover 
your tattoos What to listen to on your skate- 
board The Offspring’s “Why Don’t You Get 
aJob” downloaded onto a Diamond Rio What 

to pack Antiseptic for your new lip ring What 
you'll end up with A headache What to pay a 
scalper $10 and half a can of warm Bud 


ALL THAT MUSIC & MORE FESTIVAL Mom. 
Mom! MOM! Can I go to All That? Can I? Can 
I? It’s got Monica, B*Witched, Tatyana Ali, and 


Chrissie Hynde 


*SOURCE! TICKETMASTER 


98°! Pleeease... Dates Through Aug. 21 Tickets 
$20-30 (with a few shows priced in the teens) 
What to wear Dawson's chic What to listen to in 
Mom's Caravan Hessen Spice-Giels Backstreet 
Boys What to pack A camera, ’cause two year’s 
from now you're not gonna remember who 
played What you’ll end up with A sore throat 
What to pay a scalper $15 


ALSO ON THE ROAD Africa Féte, featuring 
Baaba Maal and Taj Mahal; and the strangely 
named Community Service Tour, with Orbital, 
Lo Fidelity Allstars, and the Crystal Method. 
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playing some role. You don’t feel 
like you can be cheated by him.” 

In Stockholm, Springsteen and 
the band checked into the Grand 
Hotel, where novelists, peacemak- 
ers, and scientists stay when they 
pick up the Nobel Prize. Outside, 
fans came bearing gifts. Many held 
wild strawberries, a traditional 
snack during Sweden's Midsummer holiday. Two Finnish en- 
gineers carried boxes of Moomin, Finland's saucer-eyed Poke- 
mon-style figurines. “We came to give Bruce and his family a 
present to remind him that he hasn’t ever played in Finland,” 
explained Jyrki Virta. “We handed it to the bodyguard of Pat- 
ti.” “We have to drive and fly thousands of miles to see him,” 
added Mikka Kirjavainen. “It’s pretty expensive.” 

Meanwhile, Rainer Svensson squinted up at the sun and re- 
membered waiting in line for his stash of tickets a few months 
earlier. “I spend three nights in April in winter storms to get 
tickets to this concert,” he mused. “It was cold. The nights, 
they were below zero. My wife came to me with food and 
clothes so I didn’t freeze.” Thousands of miles away, your aver- 
age Springsteen nut can relate: Finally, winter is over. & 


Tenth Avenue 


Freezeout? 


SO YOU THINK YOU’RE GOING TO SEE 
Springsteen? Here’s the ugly truth: The 
tour’s first 55 dates (in Jersey, 
Boston, Detroit, D.C., Philly, and 
Chicago) each sold out in an aver- 

age of 30 minutes. But if you still 
think that playing hooky from 
work to camp out for the Boss Is 


your only bet of snagging a ticket, 
you’re wrong. Online purchases 
(at Ticketmaster.com) for Bruce’s 


| i 15 Jersey shows accounted for 31 per- 
cent of all sales, while Ticketmaster outlets and phone 
orders tallied 43 percent and 26 percent, respectively. 
Camp Bruce is being tight-lipped about additional up- 
coming dates, saying only that the next shows will be 
announced in “the weeks ahead.” (The Oct. 17 stop in 
L.A. announced a few weeks ago goes on sale Sept. 18.) 
However, each city on the itinerary has added at least 
one extra show (Jersey added 10), so don’t surrender 
your post at the ticket booth, phone, or computer too 

) quickly or you just might blow your (last?) chance to 
jam with the E Street Band. —Raymond Fiore 
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Solos & Duos 


The comeback queen is on the road for the first time in eight years, 3 
supporting “Beleve,” her biggest hit since 1974, She’s been known to lip- : 
synch live, but who cares? Half the fun is just seeing what Cher will wear. 
Dates Through Sept. 18 Tickets $35-125 What = 
to wear Fishnet What to listen to in the Chevy 
Malibu Madonna's True Blue What to pack 
Your snotty kid, who used to laugh at your 
Cher records but is suddenly a believer What 
you'll end up with An appointment with a plas- 
tic surgeon What to pay to a scalper 360 


SOME’ 


Yes, it’s the sum- 
mers second-biggest nostalgia tour, but don’t ex- 
pect an oldies revue; these graying rock giants 
still make music that matters, and both continue 
to perform with energy and vitality. Dates 
Through July 31 Tickets $30 (nosebleed) to 3100 
plus (nose hair) What to wear Dockers What to 
listen to in the Volvo NPR What to pack Viagra 
What you'll end up with Your first contact high since the "70s What to pay a 
scalper $500 (hey, you can afford it, right?) 


Catch teen pop’s hottest female star performing all her 
humongous hits: “...Baby One More Time” and, you know, that other one on 
MTV, Dates Through Sept. 15 Tickets Around $25 What to wear A training 
bra What to listen to in Dad’s Cherokee Your friends debating who's euter: 


Justin or JC What to pack The babysitter What you'll end up with Two weeks’ 


grounding for breaking curfew What to pay a scalper A month's allowance 


After years of slogging it out in dingy clubs, 
the Goos finally hit upon a formula for success: Swab some eyeliner on the 
hunky singer and pen sappy ballads. If that isn’t incentive enough, you can 
depend on the dude from Sugar Ray to flex his pecs. Dates July 16-Sept. 18 
Tickets Around $25 What to wear Geer gogeles What to listen to in the pickup 
Steve Miller What to pack A six What you'll end up with A hangover What to 
pay a scalper 330) 


They're both hugely popular, but the real question 
is, Who's tougher? Actually, that would be the guy getting pummeled in the 
mosh pit. Quch! Dates Through July 23 Tickets $25 (not bad, but more than a 
$3 bill, yall) What to wear A wallet 
chain What to listen to in the van 
N.W.A's Straight Outta Comp- 
tov. What to pack Steroids What 
you'll end up with A cast What 
to pay a scalper S40) 


When it comes to 
boy bands, aficionados are 
all in syne: The best of the 
lot is...0h, never mind, 
Dates July 7-Sept. 3 
Tickets 420-35 What to 
wear (See page 25) || 
What to listen to in |/*/ 
the Syncmobile ‘N fi 
Syne What to pack | ry 
More ’N Syne stuff 47) | Beil), 
What you'll end up | }/ ff / Y 
with A ticket stub Ail ( is 
youll keep under 
your pillow, like, for- (7 | 
ever What to pay a 
scalper S20) 
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HBO Invites You and a Guest 
to a Special Advance Screening of 
“Introducing Dorothy Dandridge” 


ATLANTA 
CHICAGO 
Hi 3 i te Sa a ly DALLAS 
cE DEANE. DETROIT 
LOS ANGELES 

NEW YORK 

PHILADELPHIA 

SAN FRANCISCO 

RIGHT WASHINGTON, D.C. 


WOMAN If you live in one of 
the cities listed above, 


R IGHT you could win passes 
P LACE to a special advance 


screening held especially 
WRONG 
TIME 


AN HBO ORIGINAL MOVIE 


— 


for Entertainment Weekly” 
readers. Send a postcard 
with your name and 
address to: 

Entertainment Weekly/ 
Dorothy Dandridge 

P.O. BOX 725, 


oad RADIO CITY STATION, 
kn i ie) eo r~ 
nO DI JC 


‘D OROTHY 
~ BRE 


NEW YORK, NY 10101. 
To qualify, your postcard 


must be received by 


WED., JULY 28, 1999. 


Winners will be selected 


at random. Your passes 
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Limit one request 


per household. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 21, 9pm EV/PT . HBO 


WWW.HDO.COM 01995 Home Bax om Le IT'S NOT TV. IT’S HBO® Void where prohibited. 


VEROLAS#34 


PHOTOGRAPHS Dv STEVEN PREENMAN (8): HILL: ANTOINE 


Cheatham, Mo. 


Steep prices ahead 


WHEN IT COMES TO SUMMER TOURS, IT’S NOT THE MUSIC 
that registers—it’s the crap you take home. Last year in 
North America alone, fans snatched up $1.2 billion worth 

of licensed-music goodies. Here’s a peek at swag to blow your 
paycheck on (prices where available) —Kristen Baldwin 


oe 


TEE TIME R.E.M. (1) break free of the tired picture-on-front, dates-on-back for- 
mat with a classy (albeit polyester) soccer jersey.... Speaking of synthetics, ’N 
syne (2) make a misguided attempt at retro chic with a tacky two-toned jersey. 
Bonus: The rubber iron-on photo is sure to promote profuse chest sweating.... 
Woodstock 99 promoters invoke the Mud Gods of "94 (3) with their snarky “Pray 
for rain” logo ($26). Better ask the Big Guy for some Porta Pottis, too. 


METAL SHOP Even if you're in the nosebleed seats, this bitchin’ sign-of-the- 
devil foam hand (featuring a “666” and pentagram insignia) will help Rob Zom- 
bie spot you rockin’ out in the crowd (4).... Incense stadium security by 
practicing nollies and pop-shove-its in between sets with a Warped tour 
skateboard (5). BYO wheels ($35).... Mash those Marlboro Reds out in style 
(6) with this lightweight but heavy metal Black Sabbath ashtray ($20). Per- 
fect for coffee tables or AMC Pacer dashboards. 


Li BUAGK 3) 
wal SABE NM fF) 


ACCESSORIES AFTER THE FAGT 
Paired with a Catholic school kilt 
and pigtails, this Britney Spears 
teddy bear (7) completes any 
girl’s inappropriately-sexy-for- 
my-age look ($20).... Tom Jones 
will have nothing on Blink 182 
when punk rock girls toss these 
flimsy thong panties (8) at them. 
Truly hardcore fans can enjoy a 
band-sponsored wedgie.... What 
goes better with summer's swel- 
tering mosh pits than an embroi- 
dered Sugar Ray knit cap? (9) 
That’s right—nothing. 


The album’s finally cooled a bit— 
why didn’t they release “To Zion” as a single?— 
but Lauryn’s live show is still smokin’. Dates 
July 1l—Aug, 14 Tickets $25-75 What to wear 
Dreads What to listen to in the 4Runner Stevie's 
Innervisions What to pack That thing What 
you'll end up with An 
education What to 
pay a scalper S100 


The summer's 
third-biggest nostal- 
mia tour will pack in 
aging ‘80s hipsters, 
but will anyone else 
care? They should: 
R.E.M.’s latest, Up, 
finds them exploring 
new directions, and 
the departure of 
drummer Bill Berry 
should result in some 
unexpected stage maneuvers. Dates Aug. 9- 
Sept. 11 Tickets $25—40 in most cities What to 
wear A faded T from the Lifes Rich Pageant tour 
What to listen to in the Saab The new Pavement 
album What to pack Rogaine What you'll end up 
with A midlife crisis What to pay a scalper $60 


If your 
idea of getting in touch with your inner child 
involves riding the subway naked or breast- 
feeding a piglet, this MP3-sponsored tour is for 
you. Dates Aug. 18-Sept. 25 Tickets $20-40 What 
to wear Nothing What to listen to in the VW Beetle 
Jagged Little Pill (what? she has another one?) 
What to pack Gridget Jones's Diary What you'll 
end up with Smaller therapy bills What to pay a 
scalper 550 (and a big “Thank U”) 


Dave Matthews Band, Brandy, 
Jewel, Tom Petty, Phish, Santana, Insane Clown 
Posse, Jimmy Buffett, Busta Rhymes (touring 
with Lauryn Hill), Ben Folds Five, Whitney 
Houston, The Chemical Brothers, Foxy Brown, 
Lyle Lovett, Faith Hill, and Tim MeGraw @ 
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lt’s hot time, summer in the cinema, with the raunchy 
teensex flick AMERIGAN PIE, but with theaters 
enforcing the Rrating, will kids even get a taste? 


| | ) | THE OPENING SCENE OF A MOVIE IS A DIRECTOR’S 
| one-time opportunity to burn an indelible image in 
| A : _ the audience's consciousness. Take the first moments 


of Jaws, when a skinny-dipping girl on a moonlight 
swim is yanked under by a bloodthirsty great white. 
Or The Godfather’s “I believe in America” speech, 
in which a heartbroken Italian immigrant comes to 
Don Corleone seeking vengeance for his daughter. > 


by CHRIS NASHAWATY 


photograph by CHRISTY BUSH 


It’s time to add another glistening jewel 
to that list. As the new teen sex comedy 
American Pie kick-starts, a geeky high 
schooler sits on his bed workin’ the gherkin 
to a scrambled porn channel. That is, until 
his parents barge in unannounced and catch 
him red-handed. ..so to speak. 

“Yes, it’s a raunchy opening, but at the 
same time there’s an odd sort of honesty to 
it,” says Pie’s 26-year-old screenwriter 
Adam Herz, who adds that pathetically 
pleasuring oneself to indecipherable cable 
sleaze isn’t just something he pulled out of 
thin air. “I’ve had so many people come out 
of the closet afterward and say, ‘Yeah, I’ve 
done that.’” You can add Jason Biggs, the 
21-year-old actor in that painfully hilarious 
scene, to the roster of the guilty. “What 
guy hasn’t turned to channel 99 late at 
night?” asks Biggs, seemingly without an 
ounce of shame. “I’ve never been caught, 
but I’ve certainly had situations where I’ve been getting nice 
with myself, and you can only imagine what it would be like if 
your parents walked in.” 

From this snippet, you may already be wondering if American 
Pie is an exhilarating blast of frank sexual honesty, or just the next 
push of the parental-advisory envelope. But regardless of which 
way you come down, the R-rated teen carnalpalooza could become 
this summer's most endearing underdog. “It seems people have tak- 
en to us because we're this quirky little smut movie,” jokes 29-year- 
old producer Chris Weitz, who shared behind-the-camera duties 
with his brother Paul, 33. (The Weitzes, who also cowrote Antz, are 
sons of fashion designer John Weitz and actress Susan Kohner.) 

But does an $11 million cheapie about four horny guys gunning to 
lose their virginity by prom night have any right to be a heavy- 
weight contender in a season teeming with shagadelic superspies, 
adoption-minded doofuses, and Will Smith mugging in leather 
chaps? If anything, the unapologetically single-minded romp, which 
Herz pitched to Universal Pictures as Untitled Teenage Sex Come- 
dy Which Can Be Made for Under $10 Million Which Studio Read- 
ers Will Most Likely Hate but I Think You Will Love, feels more at 
home in the zeitgeist of 1982—that annus mirabilis of such T&A 
cavaleades as Porky’s and Fast Times at Ridgemont High. “Those 
movies were the entire impetus for this,” says Herz. 

But what makes American Pie more than just a randy update of 
Reagan-era teen comedies is its female characters, some of whom 
are actually fleshed out rather than just treated as flesh. In fact, 
the girls in the film see right through the guys’ libidos and hold out 
long enough to change their agendas from lust to love. “It doesn’t 
fee] like a guy-fest to me because the women in the movie have 
control,” says Alyson Hannigan (Buffy the Vampire Slayer’s Wil- 
low), who plays a secretly lascivious band geek, “so it’s pretty much 
a chick flick in my opinion. [Women] may be more hesitant to see 


THESE ARE THE YOUNG AMERICANS (Top) Pie 
filmmakers Chris, left, and Paul Weitz; Biggs’ 


horny teen gets intimate with the titular pastry 


it—and guys will definitely turn out for the 
first weekend. But girls like to see guys in 
their guy form because it helps us to under- 
stand what dweebs they are.” 

Then again, no one would actually go so 
far as to call Pie a sensitive coming-of-age 
film. The movie's already become notorious 
for its slew of Farrelly brothers-style gross- 
out sight gags, including one stomach-churn- 
ing scene in which an unsuspecting teen 
drinks a beer laced with a bodily secretion 
referred to in an early cut of the film as “man 
chowder” and another where Biggs’ dorkily 
hopeless and hapless character gets freaky 
with a warm apple pie. Not surprisingly, 
early versions of the movie were returned 
to sender by the MPAA with a kiss-of-death 
NC-17 rating. “We went back four times be- 
fore we got an R,” says producer Warren 
Zide. “We had to get rid of a few thrusts 
when he’s having sex with the apple pie. 
(The MPAA] was like, ‘Can he thrust tivo times instead of four?’” 

Still, even with a less taboo, more user-friendly R rating, Amer- 
ican Pie isn’t home free. Coming out a month after President Clin- 
ton publicly urged theater owners to strictly enforce the ratings 
board’s age restrictions, Pie, like the just-opened South Park 
movie, may run the risk of not being served up to the very audi- 
ence it was made for, especially if they all get carded at the ticket 
window. “It will probably hurt business,” shrugs Paul Weitz, “but 
we wouldn't have any business if it wasn’t R-rated, because none of 
the jokes would work. And it’s not like there’s going to be any copy- 
cat crimes from seeing this, unless it’s a copycat pie molestation.” 

Actually, as bizarre as it sounds coming from folks who live and 
work in Hollywood, the Pie posse don’t seem all that concerned 
that their R rating may get between them and a few million bucks 
at the box office. If anything, the filmmakers say the bigger sin 
would be to tone down the film’s naughty bits and crank out anoth- 
er cookie-cutter teen movie starring the same old members of the 
Kevin Williamson ingenue mafia. “My high school wasn’t like Daw- 
son's Creek,” says Herz. “No one had life-crushing dilemmas. Here 
were my dilemmas: Where are we partying this weekend? Who 
has a fake ID? Whose parents are out of town? Who has the home- 
work for today? And who’s got the test for tomorrow?” Adds Zide: 
“Maybe parents would like to believe that their kids are PG-13. 
But the last time I checked, teenagers talked about getting laid.” 

Then again, maybe the reason no one involved in cooking up Pie 
seems to be sweating it is because they know their target audience 
all too well—especially how crafty and enterprising those teens can 
be when it comes to seeing a little forbidden sex. “They'll definite- 
ly find a way to get in,” laughs Chris Weitz. “They may end up buy- 
ing tickets to Tarzan and sneaking into our movie—which, by the 
way, doesn’t help our box office. But they'll find a way.... Not that 
we're telling them to do that!” Of course not. And neither are we. @ 
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EAMONN WALKER’ 


LOOKING TO ESCAPE 
THOSE DEADLY 
NETWORK RERUNS? 
HERE’S OUR GUIDE TO 
HBO’S POWERFUL 
PRISON DRAMA OZ, 
PLUS A KILLER LINEUP 
OF 20 OTHER SMALL- 

ss, 4SCREEN GEMS 

| THAT WILL 
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——— “HAVE YOU 


TOTALLY CAPTIVATED. 


SOME PEOPLE like to while away those lazy summer days surfing the waves 
and casting fishing lines at the beach. We here at EW prefer to stay indoors— 
cooped up inside a hot, sweaty, windowless maximum-security prison where 
the only things getting tanned are the hides of rapists, murderers, and—worst 
of all—lawyers. Dead-bolt the door, kids, because on July 14 at 10 p.m., HBO 
unleashes the third season of Homicide: Life on the Street vet Tom Fontana’s 
prison drama Oz. Herewith, a thumbnail guide to TV’s Most Hardened Convicts. 
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>RISONER Vern 
etilinges Gh K. 
Simmons) € 
Attacked a aris 
dealer with a tire 
iron, “And since 
he’s been in, other 
sentences have 
been tacked on,” 
says Simmons. 
“Conspiracy to commit murder, assault— 
boys will be boys.” TELLTALE TRAIT Hmmm, 
how do we put this gently? He’s a Nazi! 
“In Vern’s twisted mind, the love of his 
family is what drives him,” says Simmons. 
“Both his nuclear and his white-race fam- 
ily.” PRIOR RECORD Simmons also has a 
recurring tale on NBC s Law & Order as 
forensic shrink Emil Skoda. “I try not to 
complain to my underemployed friends 
about my two TV shows,” he says. BAL 
ASS FACTOR 5 (on a scale of 1 to 5) What 
makes him such a badass? “My shapely 
buttocks,” he says. Butt seriously, folks, 
“Vern’s got juice in Oz,” says Simmons. 
“He’s a charismatic and powerful leader.” 
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PRISONER Tobias 
Beecher ee Ter- 
gesen) CRIME 
Killed a little ee 
while driving 
drunk. TELLTALE 
TRAIT “I’m the 
tart of Oz,” says 
Tergesen. “Dudes 
inside dig me be- 


1 TAL 


eause I seldom wear underwear, and 


im 


when I do, it’s something unusual.” PRI 
RECORD Tergesen played the roadie’ in 
both Wayne's World movies, the big 
brother on USA's Weird Science series, 
and...wasn’t that him guesting on 
Touched by an Angel last season? “I’m in 
litigation about that,” he jokes. “They 
computer-generated me. I’m going to sue 
God for everything He’s worth.” BADASS 
FACTOR 3 “They underestimate me time 
after time,” says Tergesen of his seem- 
ingly harmless lawyer, who has found 
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| disgustingly creative ways to strike back 


at his enemies (hint: Jaws crossed with 
Monica Lewinsky). 
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ER Augus- 
tus : Hill (Har old 
Perrineau) GRIME 
Killed a cop iis 
was about to bust 
him for drugs— 
and became a 
paraplegic in the 
process. TELL- 
TALE TRAIT “He's 
neutral,” says Perrineau of Hill, who 
serves as the series’ narrator. “It’s hard 
for him to fit in anywhere, because he’s in 
ee Wii sO he’ = not aed viable as 
a force.’ R ORI ) Perrineau 
ale heat as Mercutio opposite Leo- 
nardo DiCaprio and Claire Danes in 
William Shakespeare's Romeo + Juliet. 
“Tf you’re a 12-year-old girl who likes Leo, 
you know me from Romeo,” Perrineau 
explains. “If you're a hardened sip with 
no teeth, you know me from Oz.” 
FACTOR 1 “I’m staying pretty lane on the 
totem pole,” he says. “Unless I figure out 
a way to kick people’s ass and then roll 
away really fast.” 
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SONER Ka- 
reem Said (Ea- 
monn Walker) 
PRIME Arson. 
“He burned down 
a building to make 
a political point,” 
says Walker of his 
ee Mus- 
lim guru. TELL- 
TALE TRAIT “His whole thing is about bat- 
tling injustice,” says Walker. “I see him as 
avery ry bright light in a very dark tunnel.” 
R RECORD “Most of my stuff has 
hadi British,” " says the native English- 
man, who mastered an American accent 
for Oz. “Unless you watch AGE, you 
won ‘t BAYES seen me an awful lot.” 
$S FACTOR 2 Aside from leading a 


riot, Kareem has remained relatively pas- 


sive so far. But “he could do a lot of dam- 
people who will do as he says.” 


R Cyril 
Q’ Reily (Scott 
Winters) GRIME 
Murdered the hus- 
band of O2z’s res- 
ident doe, per re- 
quest of brother 
Ryan, who'd fallen 
in love with her. 


Cyril—having suffered brain damage in a 
brawl years ago with his brother—is a 
fragile, wide-eyed witness to the horrors 
of prison. “He’s freaked,” says Winters. 
“He’s the only innocent guy in the epson, 
even though he did the crime.” PRIOR REG- 
Winters played “Blow- Dried Jerk” 
in The People vs. Larry Flynt, but you 
might remember him from Good Will 
Hunting as the obnoxious Harvard grad 
student who verbally spars with Matt 
Damon in a bar (“How do you like them 
apples?”). BADASS FACTOR 2 “He's a real- 
ly capable boxer with the brain of a child.” 


R Ryan 
0’ Reil Vv een 
Winters, Scott’s 
brother) } 
stole a car while 
on a crack binge 
and ran OVer a 
couple of con- 
struction workers; 
given a life sen- 
tence after confessing to having his scale 
er Cyr i bisa the doctor’s husband. | - 
ALE T One word: “Sur vival” says 
Winter S, “Ryan knows that to stay alive 
and stay ahead, he can’t make any a eny 
He’s got to be a lone wolf.” PRIOR REGOR 
“T ouested on Homicide, NYPD Bee 
Millenniwm, and New York Undercover, 
and that was a great training ground, but 
Oz is my baby,” says Winters. “TI really get 


i 


to flex my muscles as an actor.” BADASS 


#4 “Ryan really utilizes his street 
smarts,” says Winters. “And now that 
he’s in for life, he’s got nothing to lose.” 


age,’ says Walker. “Because he has a lot of 
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ARISONER Mi- 
guel Alvarez 
(Kirk Acevedo) 
CRIME Assault- 
ed an old man 
who'd aecciden- 
tally scratched 
up his car. TEL! 
TALE TRAIT “He's 
a young kid try- 
ing to discover his whole sense of morali- 
ty,” says Acevedo. “He still hasn’t decid- 
ecl whether he needs to be bad, needs to 
be good, or wants to survive.” A little 
bad-boy sex appeal doesn’t hurt either. 
“This 13-year-old girl wanted to have my 
baby,” he confesses. “All she kept saying 
was ‘I love you naked, I love you naked, 
and I said, ‘You're 18 Years old and you 
watch Oz?’” PRIOR REGORD Acevedo 
played a soldier who dies in The Thin 
Red Line. “T had 15 scenes, and only two 
are in the movie, but I Tm feel for- 
tunate.” BADASS FACTO! R 3 (and count- 
ing) Not only did Alvarer cut out the 
eyes of a correctional officer, but now the 
doc is taking him off antidepressants. 


mon Adebisi 
(Adewale Akin- 
nuoye-Agbaje) 

ME Cut off 
the head of a cop 
who'd infiltrated 
his drug racket. 


= 
ae 


“He's an African 
warrior,” says the Nigerian-born, Lon- 
don-raised actor. “He must win, he must 
be in control, and he has no fear. That's 
why he’s not dead.” PRIOR RECORD The 
ex-model segued to film with roles in Ace 
Ventura: When Nature Calls and Congo 
and appeared with Jean-Claude Van 
Damme in Legionnaire. “Tt went straight 
to video,” reports Set Agbaje. 
aa not because of me.” BADASS FAG- 
R 5 Known for his anit: cap, Adebisi 
i see off nearly a dozen guys in 
prison, but “he does it with his own sense 
of humor,” says Akinnuoye-Agbaje. “He 
just tries to enjoy his plight, whether he’s 
in the gutter or Trump Tower.” 
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THE CHIMP CHANNEL: DOUG HYUN 
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» It’s no surprise that the voice of | 


reason in this series satirizing network TV 
is a programming chief, considering it was 
conceived by late hall-of-fame program- 
mer Brandon Tartikoff. But the sanity 
stops there: Surrounding Rob Malone 
(Brian Kerwin), the beleaguered head of 
the ratings-deficient LGT network, are a 
backstabbing VP (Charlotte Ross) who 
colludes with an enemy talent agent (Wil- 
liam MeNamara), a billionaire CEO (Bill 
Morey) who dispatches Malone to find 
hookers, and a Jerry Seinfeldesque sitcom 


PRIMATE-TIME VIEWING (1) A Chimp 
trio and (2) a bevy of Homo sapien 
Beggars get their own networks 
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star (Paul Provenza) who torments him 
with salary demands and shtups his 
daughter. If it sounds outrageous, spend a 
day actually working in TV. “We don’t 
need technical advisers,” says writer- 
exec producer Peter Lefcourt, who devel- 
oped the show from Tartikoff’s idea. “It’s 
just our lives.” Ponder this life-imitating- 
art example: Skin-friendly Showtime has 
been prodding producers to up the series’ 
bare-breast quotient. “It’s not so easy to 
put non-gratuitous nudity into a show 
about networks,” says Lefcourt. “But 
we're doing what we can.” —Josh Wolk 


» In the beginning there was Planet 
of the Apes. Then Lancelot Link, Secret 
Chimp. But what’s that? You say you 
want an evolution? Well, here’s the most 
advanced form of simian-based entertain- 
ment known to man: actual monkeys run- 
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ning a TV network! Tune in for hairy par- 
odies like Ally McSqueal and NYPD Zoo, 
and stay for the cage-y cast of characters 
sporting the most ridiculous getups this 
side of Star Trek. There’s doofus intern 
Timmy, crotchety talk-show host Murray 
Price, diva actress Marina, and over- 
heated leading man Brock Hammond 
(think Phil Hartman going, well, ape-shit). 
Did we also mention that this is the 
wildest set in Hollywood? “Maggie, [the 
chimp] who plays Marina, loves the Lycra 
suit she wears and can’t refrain from 
going to the bathroom in it—she thinks 
it’s just a really cool red diaper,” notes 
Channel cocreator Tim Burns. “All the 
chimps wear diapers, though, so it’s a lot 
like Frasier.” —Dan Snierson 


» >> Looking for something even more 
retro than the Austin Powers flicks? Then 
check out this whip-smart peek into the 
machinations of the old Hollywood studio 
system. It’s 1937, and the fictitious Sylver 
Screen Pictures has just lost its most 
promising starlet to an ill-fated plunge 
from the third o of the “Hollywood” sign. 
Enter June Parker (a radiant Linda Car- 
dellini of NBC’s upcoming high school 
romp Freaks and Geeks). Plucked from the 
obscurity of nursing school to fill the va- 
cant title role in the studio’s Call Me 
Veronica Blair, Parker must now contend 
with Sylver Screen’s finest: a Mylanta- 
swilling studio head (“We shoot too many 
pictures around here and not enough ac- 
tors’’); an unctuous, blackmail-prone studio 
publicist; a soused star of yesteryear who 
turns to gaffer’s tape in a desperate at- 
tempt to tighten her sagging skin; and a 
Howard Hughes-ish billionaire producer 
played by Star Trek: The Next Genera- 
tion’s Jonathan Frakes. “I have this ab- 
surd, pencil-thin mustache and greased- 


| watch Emergency Vets. Half the animals really suck 
f. you in and you're like, ‘That poor cat, | hope it pulls 
« through.’ But sometimes it’s like, ‘This jellyfish is run- 
ning a high fever,’ and they’re clearly using expensive 
resources to save it and you’re thinking ‘Just flush it down 
the toilet!’ And then you feel terrible. —CONAN O’BRIEN 


back hair,” he says. “And our costume de- 
signer put me in the most incredible ivory 
Chinese silk suit. The Trekkies would be 
rather appalled.” —Shawna Malcom 
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>>> Why settle for bringing a charac- 
ter back from the dead when you can 
have a witch coax an inanimate doll to 
life? That’s the mentality behind day- 
time’s newest confection—spun from the 
fertile imagination of James E. Reilly 
(a.k.a. the guy responsible for that Days 
of Our Lives devil-possession plot). 
Though the New England-set sudser 
boasts all the traditional trappings (love 
triangles! amnesia!), it’s definitely not 
your mother’s soap, hence the racially 
diverse cast, lush locations, and, yes, a 


| 
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SOAPS’ NEXT GENERATION 
(1) Huber shares her Passions; 
(2) Frakes finds his Lot in life; 
(5) pairs share Wedding tales 


sorceress named Tabitha and her pint- 
size plaything Timmy (imagine a caffeine- 
free Chucky). Says Reilly, “We've taken 
the conventional soap and repackaged it 
for anew generation.” In more ways than 
one: The decidedly drop-dead (if mostly 
unknown) cast includes Liza Huber, the 
23-year-old daughter of daytime legend 
Susan Lucci. “It’s inevitable people will 
compare me to my mom,” says Huber, 
who plays headstrong socialite Gwen 
Hotchkiss. “But if they tune in to see Su- 
san Lucci’s daughter, I hope they stick 
around to watch Liza Huber.” Not to 
mention that freaky doll. —SM 


>>> Attention, armchair romantics: 
Welcome to your new addictions. Blushing 
brides, jittery grooms, the miracle of life— 
the old chestnuts still deliver the emotion- 
al goods, which is why these cinema vérité 
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mini-documentaries about altar- and nurs- 
ery-bound couples are pure tear-jerking 
treats. Let your inner cynic critique the 
bridal fashions (a preponderance of Vera 
Waneg-inspired “elewance”) and parenting 
choices (a bathtub birth?), while the big 
softy in you indulges in unabashed senti- 
ment. Go ahead, sniffle through Sherry 
and Tony’s nuptials, knowing that cancer 
gives him as little as six months to live. 
Get all misty at the look of wonder on a 
new dad’s face. That’s what these shows 
are for. “IT can almost tell how effective an 
episode has been just based on how much 
Kleenex is gone” in the TLC screening 
room, admits creator Chuck Gingold. “It’s 
gotten to be almost a hoot around here.” 
sounds like a bawl. —Alice King 


Silly diurnal TV fan, you're miss- 
ing the pleasure of predawn program- 
ming. So why not let your VCR and an 
‘80s gem called St. Elsewhere introduce 
you to the joys of the nocturnal drama. 
This medical miracle has the life-and- 
death tension of RA, the surreal comic 
touches of Ally McBeal, and the soapy 
story lines of Party of Five. Watch Dr. 
Westphall (Ed Flanders) struggle to cope 
with his autistic son; sympathize with 
prison-riot rape victim Dr. Morrison 
(David Morse). Hlsewhere’s eclectic cast 
was perfectly balanced to handle the var- 
ied plotlines—from Dr. Caldwell (Mark 
Harmon) contracting AIDS to a mental 
patient who thinks he’s WJM’s Mary Rich- 
ards. Can you think of another project 
that could costar both Denzel Washington 
and Howie Mandel? “We had actors who 
had the ability to do both comedy and dra- 
ma,” says veteran Hlsewhere producer 
John Masius, who went on to create Prov- 
idence. “And life, at its best, is the com- 
bination of the two.” —/W 


SportsGenter and four 
beers and I’m good to 
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> Remember the days when VH1 
rocked harder than MTV? Yeah...neither 
do we. But now the Diva Channel has 
finally gotten the Headbangers Ball roll- 
ing with a daily spotlight of fist-pumping, 
authority-bucking videos. Wanna see Ed- 
die Van Halen shred wicked licks? Check. 
Ozzy Osbourne bark at the moon? Check. 
Hot babes straddle Kiss? Check, check, a 
thousand times check. Hosted by deejay 
Cane of New York station K-Rock, Rock 
Show is a homecoming celebration for the 
lost good-time genre. “People are tired of 


THEY’RE ON THE MONEY (1) Night owls will witness the 
return of the St (Elsewhere); (2) VH1 gets back to rock roots 
with the likes of shredder Van Halen; (3) putting GEOs on 
the hot seat and making ’em Squawk is Box’s stock-in-trade 


the ’m-gonna-look-at-my-shoes-and-be- 
miserable-even-though-I-come-from-a- 
privileged-background thing,” he declares. 
“You haven't seen these videos in forever. 
Nobody plays them. Whether or not you 
admit it, you know you like this stuff, so 
here it is again.” Sold. —DS 
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» > A financial-news show for people 
who aren’t even sure they’re interested in 
financial news, Squawhk Bow is a ferocious- 
ly paced three hours anchored by Mark 
Haines. “I used to be an investigative 
reporter,” he says, “and I’ll make ‘em 
squirm if I have to.” The “’em” are CEOs 
whom Haines grills on market strategies 
and bottom lines. “They come in with 
ereat confidence,” he chuckles, “but some- 
times they don’t leave that way.” Such ir- 
reverence 


aided by Haines’ freestylin’, 
stock-analyzin’ cohorts Joe “Kahuna” Ker- 
nen and David “The Brain” Faber, who sit 
across from him in “the Mod Pod”—has 
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made Squawk a must-see in boardrooms, 
gyms, and kitchens nationwide. So can 
Haines and Co. themselves buy stock? 
“Oh, sure,” says Haines. “But I feel it’s my 
duty to tell viewers when I own any stock 
I’m reporting on.” So, Mr. Bow, are you rich 
yet? “If you [look at] the frayed collar on 
this suit, you’d know I’m not as omniscient 
as [ like to appear on TV.” —Ken Tucker 
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» The murder-and-mayhem network 
takes a daily trial breather with Snap 
Judgment, a.k.a. law lite. Former prosecu- 
tor, defense attorney, and New York radio 


talker Lionel (née Michael Lebron) takes 


you inside the mind-boggling inner work- 
ings of the lower courts. “This is the real 
stuff,” he says. “There’s this idea the court- 
room is a cathedral and nothing funny ever 
happens, but there is another side.” Exhibit 
A: the case of Little People of America 
versus a dwarf whom they claim demeans 
the community by serving chips and salsa 
off the top of his sombrero. Exhibit B: an in- 
structional video on courtroom “etiquette” 
starring a disheveled and disoriented 
Courtney Love. With the bohemian Snap 
Judgment Players narrating footage from 
small-claims courts, sidebars with random 


UPLIFTING FARE 
(1) Making Histo- 
ry with Marilyn’s 
dress; (2) Lionel 
passes Judgment, 
(3) Vs. is a trivial 
pursuit for comic 
Proops (right) 


guests like Regis Philbin and Robert Klein, 
and “Words of Wisdom” from Charles Man- 
son’s parole hearings, Snap is off-the-wall 
enough to make even cranky Judge Judy 
crack a smile. —Nancy Sidewater 
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Breaking free from those stuffy 
WWII documentaries, the History Chan- 
nel gets zany with Lost & Found, an inves- 
tigative show that tracks down culturally 
significant knickknacks—from the festive 
(Marilyn Monroe’s Seven Year Itch dress) 
to the freaky (Thomas Edison’s electric 
chair) to the just plain icky (Adolf Hitler's 
skull!)—and reveals how they ended up 
where they are today. “It’s a little whimsi- 
cal, a little humorous,” says exec producer 
Susan Werbe of the series, which is based 
on the book Lucy’s Bones, Sacred Stones, 
and Einstein’s Brain by Harvey Rachlin. 
“It’s a bit of a departure for us.” While the 
producers’ wish list includes Joan of Arc’s 
armor and Ben Franklin’s kite, one they’ve 
given up on is Napoléon’s penis (which, ru- 
mor has it, was cut off after his death). “It’s 
supposedly owned by a urologist,” explains 
Werbe. “He showed our producers a box 


bearing Napoléon’s crest, but he wouldn’t 
open it. That was kind of a dead end.” 
Can’t say we’re sorry. —KAristen Baldwin 
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>>> Here's what we've learned so far: 
Dykes on Bikes are better than Hooters 
girls. Community college students are 
smarter than Harvard grads. And bas- 
ketball players make jockeys look like 
mental midgets. Come on down to this 
amusingly mean-spirited Comedy Central 
game show—a high-concept Family 
Feud. Rival factions tackle trivia ques- 
tions that range from generic to hilarious- 
ly culture-specific (e.g., dominatrices 
puzzled over defining bastinado, the tech- 
nical term for foot punishment). “We give 
them a chance to show whether they con- 
form to their stereotypes,” says host Greg 
Proops, a wiseacre in horn-rimmed glass- 
es. “A few play so true to form, you think 
you're going to have a heart attack.” 
(Case in point: the Polish team getting 
trounced by Mensa members.) This being 
Comedy Central, the show is also stuffed 
with groan-worthy double entendres; a 
music category, for instance, was called 
“When She Greased Down My Chassis 
My Axl Rose.” Sure beats the crap out of 
Potent Potables. —A.J/. Jacobs 


» Ever wonder what budding indie 
directors dream about? Probably not. But 
for the record, the answer can be found in 
Gush—as in Good vs. Evil—a twisted com- 
edy-drama about dead secret agents in lim- 
bo (Clayton Rohner and Richard Brooks) 
who fight to keep Hollywood mortals from 
making deals with the devil. “I dreamed I 
was walking home from a bar and heard 
this guy getting mugged,” says Jonas Pate, 
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who created the show with his brother, 
Josh, Pate then dreamed he was killed by 
the mugger and brought back to life to 
fight evil. “It was basically the first three 
scenes of the pilot,” 


he explains. Gusk 
makes use of its L.A. locale to secure a 
steady stream of B-list guest stars—in- 
cluding Emmanuel Lewis (who literally 
explodes in episode 3), Charlene Tilton, 
and Evin Moran. But Pate insists Gus is 
more serious than spoofy. “I call it a super- 
natural Rockford Files 


.’ he says. “You 


can’t always be blowing up Emmanuel 
Lewis.” 


Who says? —KB 


Luddin’s 
Ti: Buffet 


It’s a sitcom! 


It’s a game show! 
Wait, it’s both! Buffet lets real couples 
compete against each other to win prizes, 
3ut during 
.”’ the cameras swing 
around to follow oily host Burt Luddin 


ala The Newlywed Game. 
“commercial breaks 
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COUPLES RUNNETH 
OVER (1) The agents 
of GvsE are better off 
dead; (2) Cervenka 
serves up Love ala 
Larry; (3) Iron Chefs 
are already cooking 
with gas in Japan 


into a scripted world of backstage high 


jinks, ala The Larry Sanders Show (let’s 


review: game part, real; backstage stuff, 
fake). In other words, expect a bit more 
bite to the traditionally Velveeta game- 
show format. “It gets dicey when you ask 
questions like, ‘If your wife or girlfriend 
died tomorrow, who would be the first 
person you'd ask out?’ and the woman 
finds out that the guy has a fantasy about 
her mother,” Luddin’s alter ego, John 
Cervenka, says mischievously. “The 
shows go by really fast when we're tap- 
ing, because we’re listening to people 
Can’t wait for that 
Divorce Court crossover. —DS 


hang themselves.” 


lo 


Leave it to the Japanese to trans- 
form a soul-soothing cooking show into a 
nail-biting spectacle. This glitzy import 
pits a guest gourmand against one of its 
eponymous kitchen masters, the objective 
being to create a multicourse meal based 


iels. | don’t ur I'm addicted to Discovery and 

s of hase AGE. And | like Norm Abram 
from This Old House a whole \ot. 
Norm’s the guy. Not only is he a 
great carpenter, he’ § a snazzy 
dresser. — 


~ fee 


on one main ingredient (which may be as 
mundane as rice or as exotic as ostrich). 
“It has all of the fun and excitement of 
American Gladiators along with impec- 
cable food content,” says Food Network 
senior VP Eileen Opatut. Not for nothing 
is Chef shot at a place called the Kitchen 
Stadium: The televised-sports trappings 
also include handheld camera work and 
breathless narration by host Takeshi Kaga 
(“He’s going for the fermented bean 
curd!”). If that doesn’t tickle your fancy, 
you can always chuckle at the dubbed 
English play-by-play. “I know there is a 
certain element of campiness to it,” 
Opatut, “but you laugh with it, not at it.” 
Wanna bet? —Mike Flaherty 


allows 
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OUAAE) Buddies 


So you love goofy foam creatures 
but find the Teletubbies a bit too slick? 
Have we got a show for you! This strange- 
ly riveting, low-rent kiddie series stars 
Bloopy, a giant sneaker-clad tennis ball 
who says things like “Wowie kazowie!” 
Much of the program is devoted to 
Bloopycise—a sort of Tae-Bo for tod- 
dlers—but you also get health tips from 
lab-coated Bloopy manqué Dr. Feelbetter, 
and safety advice from Sergeant Lookout. 
Strangest of all is Jonathan Winters, who 
riffs on everything from the etiquette of 
ice cream eating to the art of bath taking. 
What the heck is the twisted 74-year-old 
comic doing in Bloopyville? Reaching a 
new generation of viewers, he explains. 
Kids “come up and say, ‘I’ve seen you on 
TV. You’re fat!’ ” Sounds like someone 
could use a little Bloopycise. —AJJ 


PHOT 


SNIERSON 


=» >} “FOLKS, WE HAVE SOME VERY LOVELY 
ladies that are going to be in the audience 
and | have to ask you right now... please do 
not touch them.” 

Whoo! Whoo! Whoo! All the goateed, base- 
ball-capped audience dudes on this Holly- 
wood set rattle their chairs and slurp their 
beers. It’s okay to be afraid—after all, 
you're standing at ground zero of macho 
mayhem: The Man Show (Wednesday, 10:30- 
Ti p.m.), a naughty new series with testos- 
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terone levels so high it 
makes WWF Monday Night 
Raw look like The View. 
Hosts Adam Carolla, 35, 
and Jimmy Kimmel, 31—a 
Sigma Chi version of Ab- 
bott and Costello—fire up 
a “man-ologue” about the 
evils of frilly bathrooms. 
“My morning whiz comes 
out like wiper fluid...two 
different directions,” 
shares Kimmel. “I’m all 
over the place and believe 
me, that cute little carpet 
she’s warming her feet on is 
soppin’ up most of it.” A little later, Carolla 
sits on a royal throne. Luscious she- 
servants wave fronds while our crowned 
hero—slobbering over a shank of 
meat delivered by a dwarf jester— 
makes proclamations like “When | 
am king, | will revise the sexual 
‘bases’ system, so that getting to 
first base will include oral sex...” 
You can almost hear 1,000 Naomi 
Wolfs howling in the night air. 


“This is as good as it gets,” confides Kim- 
mel as he settles in backstage with Carolla 
and—what else?—a beer. “You couldn't make 


a show more perfect for us. Everything on 
this show is what Adam and | talk about at 
lunch every day.” Pipes in Carolla, “We've got 
the fart machine going in the office and peo- 
ple throwing balls around and wrestling.” 

Clearly, theirs is a match made in hedo- 
nistic heaven. Carolla (a carpenter-turned- 
host of the sex-advice show Loveline) be- 
friended Kimmel (a radio jock—turned-Win 
Ben Stein's Money sidekick) at L.A.’s KROQ in 
1994, and the two buds soon developed an 
idea for a brazen, l-am-man-hear-me- 
snore show. Although ABC ordered a pilot 
in *97, the Disney-owned network ultimate- 
ly decided that a series boasting such bits 
as chicks bouncing on trampolines and 
“Household Hints From Adult Film Stars” 
was too risqué, so Kimmel and Carolla took 
their bachelor party to Comedy Central. 

You might want to tap another keg, 
though, because the free-for-all is just get- 
ting started in cable land. In addition to the 
Zappa brothers’ inane variety show, Happy 
Hour, on USA, FX launched its men’s club, 
The X Show, last month. “Ours is more of a 
men’s magazine on television, with informa- 
tion that guys can actually use,” explains 
X Show exec producer Mark Cronin, eager to 
distance himself from The Man Show. “It's 
like comparing the Today show to Men Be- 
having Badly.” Carolla is less diplomatic: 
“| feel like we’re Jordan and Pippen, and ifa 
couple of short, fat white guys want to play 
basketball, we'll kick their ass.” 

Okay, so maybe these guys would need a 
satellite tracking device to find the high 
road. But isn’t that their charm? “I'd love 
to go shoot squirrels with Kar! Malone,” 
says Kimmel, pondering future Man seg- 
ments. “And we'd love to have John Madden 
on the show. He’s got some life for himself: 
a big fat guy who drives around the country 
eating and watching football.” 

“It’s not like, ‘Hey, we love John 
Madden!" adds Carolla, “The at- 
traction is, ‘Hey, look at this guy! 
What a f---in’ gig!’” 

“Yeah,” chuckles Kimmel, hold- 
ing fast to his cup of beer, “peo- 
ple are probably saying the same 
thing about us.” @ 
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Does Nick at Nite count? — 
Actually, my favorite 
_ Cable [networks] are 
Turner Classic Movies and 
American Movie Classics. | 


Sometimes | watch 
the Food Network and 
__ turn the sound off— 
you feel like someone’s 
in your kitchen cooking. | 


—s ‘| | } 


Pm gonna tell you the truth. 


There is nothing moreen- Wars / 
tertaining than a good nat- 

ural disaster covered by the 
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SEARCH ’N’ SEIZURES Looking for kid stuff? Meet 
(1) the riot Girls; (2) Bloopy; (3) a special Sponge; 
(4) Davey and Goliath; and (5) the Pokémon pals 


> It’s just the tale of a boy. A boy and 
his sickeningly cute, lightning-spewing 
pocket monster. Together, they must track 
down 150 other pocket monsters, trap 
them in “Poke balls,” and do battle against 
their ineptly evil rivals, Team Rocket. The 
Pokeénion show, heretofore best known for 
causing seizures, is one of the hottest 
Japanimation exports this side of Speed 
Racer. In fact, armed with Arctic-cool 
animation and a bevy of original critters, 
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Wild Wild West) 


it’s watchable by tots and adults. But we 
here at EW know safety is an issue, so let’s 
cut to the chase: Will you get seizures, or 
what? “It was one episode and it was 
pulled off the air,” sniffs spokeswoman 
Carlin West. “Every other episode was 
tested to make sure that the same, um, 
accidents don’t happen.” In other words: 
Watch away. —Daniel Fierman 


= « 


> > > This sharp superhero send-up 
stars Blossom, Buttercup, and Bubbles— 
born when square-jawed Professor Utoni- 
um accidentally knocked the volatile 
Chemical X into a test tube filled with sug- 
ar, spice, and—of course—everything nice. 
When not attending Pokey Oaks Kinder- 
garten in Townsville, USA, the Girls get 
medieval on villains like big-brained mani- 
acal monkey Mojo Jojo. “It’s about con- 
trast—these incredibly cute characters be- 
ing really tough,” explains creator Craig 


McCracken, adding that next season he'll 
devote an episode to a good-versus-evil 
rock opera. The Cartoon Network was 
surprised to find that lots of boys like to 
tap into this Girl power too. “Our fight 
scenes get pretty violent,” says McCrack- 

1. “Maybe they like that.” 


—KB 


> Long before Bart Simpson made 
his first crank call, before Family Guy's 
Baby Stewie first plotted his mother’s 
demise, and before Cartman stole food 
from his first Ethiopian, TV basked in a 
kinder, gentler animated world. Don’t 
believe us? Check out 1962’s Davey and 
Goliath. The series offers good-natured 


stories about a boy and his talking dog, 
and a unique stop-motion style, developed 
by Art Clokey (of Gumby fame), which 
was ahead of its time—just ask The P./s. 
Though financed and distributed by the 
Lutheran church (“TV stations received 
ereat entertainment for free,” says Clok- 
ey), D&G managed not to give off a 
cheesy, holy-rollin’ vibe. In fact, the show 
was downright progressive. Davey’s pals 
included an African American (Jonathan) 
and a Hispanic (Cisco). In one classic epi- 
sode, “Blind Man's Bluff,” Davey helps 


Jonathan’s cousin Scotty overcome his 


own biases. When Scotty, who’s been tem- 
porarily blinded, learns Davey’s not black, 
he yells in disgust, “You’re white.” Davey's 
reply: “No, I’m not, I’m Davey.” If only life 
were that sweet. —/oe Flint 


Sponge 


>» Say it three times fast and you'll be 
hooked: Sponges SquarePants! It’s the 
summer’s most felicitously titled new car- 
toon-not-for-kids-only. Our hero is indeed 
a sponge rectangle—an innocent adven- 
turer, a sort of porous Candide—dressed 
in pants, living under the sea in a two-bed- 
room pineapple (yep, you read that right). 
“SpongeBob is like a child, optimistic and 
energetic,” says creator—-exec producer 
Steve Hillenburg. “But I think adults will 
like him heeanse: we throw him into sur- 
real situations.” Hillenburg combined his 
background as a marine biologist with his 
hobby as a surfer to dream up Sponge- 
Bob’s underwater fantasy-land, which in- 
cludes employment at the Krusty Krab, a 
fast-food restaurant. “Adults will want to 
check out SpongeBob’s girlfriend, Sandy 
Cheeks, the surfer squirrel—she’s pretty 
cool too,” says Hillenburg. What’s next? 
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weeknights at 11 starting july 26 on lg 


1 in O: 
Odds of a small-town boy 
starring in his school play. 
¥ 
1 in 14,883: 
Odds of him moving to New York City 
and ever getting another part. 
¥ 
1 in 44,050,166: 
Odds of him moving to Hollywood 
and winning back-to-back Oscars. 


SEW OIC GHAPHY SAE Si 


=, pi. 


How Tom Hanks Became ‘Tom Hanks. On newsstands July 5th. 
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Let’s talk beautiful color. 
Got a few seconds? 


Introducing the BJC-6000 Color Bubble Jet’ printer. 

A few seconds is all you need. After all, print speeds up to 8 ppm in black and 5 ppm in color make it 
one of the fastest printers in its class. And with 1440 x 720 dpi as well as our exclusive Drop Modulation 
Technology," the color is certainly something to talk about. Plus, our exclusive Canon Think Tank 
System™ features money-saving individual ink tanks. The BJC-6000. For about $249; it’s simply the 


smart choice. Visit our Web site at www.ccsi.canon.com/6000 or call 1-800-OK-CANON for details. 
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Print this document in just: 


16 Seconds 


Quarterly Report 


Chant represents regional sales 


Next Quarter Focus 


* In-Store Training Representatives 

* Sell-In/ Seli-Out Inventor Balance 

* Web Sharing and Commence Programs 
* Customer Dat Requirements 
«Manufacturing Cost and Inventory Sites 


* Product Profiling and Consumer Usage 


Key Features 


Print this document in just: 


29 Seconds 
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* Fast print speeds up to 8 ppm black & 5 ppm color 


° Rich, laser-quality black printing 
* 1440 x 720 dpi color & black printing 


thine: ta nie Save money with Canon’s 
SYSTEM” Individual Ink Tanks. 
It’s an innovation designed to save money and eliminate ink 
waste. The Canon Think Tank System’ has separate tanks for 
each ink color, allowing you to replace only the colors that 
run out. And optical ink sensors automatically monitor ink 
levels, giving you an on-screen warning when a color is low. 


“Estimated street price. Dealer prices may vary, 21999 Canon Computer Systems, Inc. Canon and BC are registered trademarks and Bubble Jet, Drop Modulation Technology and Ganon Think Tank System are trademarks of Canoa Inc, In Canada, call 1-800-263-1171, 
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WANNA SLINK INTO THE 
leather pants Shannen Doherty 
dons on Charmed? Fancy slip- 
ping on the loafers Dr. Evil 
wears in Austin Powers? Or, 
heck, just covet that cutting 
board you glimpsed on 7th 
Heaven? All these (and more!) 
can be yours, as savvy Internet 
sites begin mixing old-fash- 
ioned product placement with 

newfangled e-commerce. 
Sound like a scenario from 
The Jetsons? \t’s hap- 


b * Prices are not representative; 
a these items may not be available 


Everything and the kitchen sink have a price at TV and movie sites 


pening right now. At AsSeen- 
In.com (www.AsSeen!n.com), of- 
ficially launching in September, 
surfers can troll through the 
homes of Charmed's Halliwell 
sisters, 7th Heaven’s Camden 
family, or Any Day Now's Mary 
Elizabeth (Annie Potts). Clicking 
on on-screen pillows, paintings, 
chairs, TVs, and clothes brings 
up links to the manufacturers: 
Pier 1, Sony, Farberware, Ken- 
wood, and dozens of other sup- 
pliers. “If they're sitting there 
[watching TV], see something 
that’s really nice, and wonder 


=. . ‘ 
. uy - 2s . 7 ’ , 
; ie, -< <<: ; 4 Tae ; 
: DS \, . - ee | - 7 
hi " ‘ ' a e : ’ “4 . . > . - ’ 
;? iP: Ss, << oe ; a = > 5 
’ J ‘ ‘ = “ 7 4. an 
: S J - 4 . q z.@ 
: - . 4 7 » 
: --—9= _ _* 4 
. ’ sisi 
_ 
ws ake a*S > : _ 
A ; - » 4 “ 
ell SW - 
~ 9 . 
: ~~ 
—-— - : : : 
4 o » - 
. ‘ 
. " > Fy oat > an ~ ¢ : . 
" ‘. . : - 
¥ hei =, - - 
ae - 
4 so) . ‘ 5 
% | fee . nN . - - . 
eg = <ss nee 
“ ’ mae ok d= >| - 
-_ e — cage > . ~ol : 
~“ . - a al “> 
= . Ss i = , a ee <a 
SS . bie a atl 
Pe, ’ > =* 
a ee nd - 


how to get that,” says Sam Bal- 
doni, president of AsSeenIn, 
“most people won't pick up the 
phone and try to call [the stu- 
dio}. Now all they have to do is 
go to their computer.” 

A lot of folks have already 
done just that. In its first few 
days, the AsSeenin test site re- 
ceived more than 40,000 hits, 
helped in part by links from 
Charmed fan pages. And this is 
only the beginning. Baldoni, 
who negotiates production 
deals for Spelling Television, 
won't restrict the site to his 


Burr 


boss’ shows: Come fall, As- 


Seenin will be hawking wares 
from dozens of movies and TV 
programs. In return, the site 
plans to receive a flat linkage 
fee from each retailer anda 
percentage of product sales— 
to be shared, in turn, with the 
shows and fiims that feature 
the product. Industry watchers 
agree that this represents a 
major new online revenue 
stream. “What if | said, ‘That's a 
Calvin Klein sweater, and it’s 
also worn by your [favorite] 
star?’” says Michael Tchong, the 
editor for San Francisco Internet 
marketing newsletter Iconocast 
Inc.“Then you have two reasons 
to buy it. I've never seen any- 
thing like this.” 

He will. Studio sites are 
scrambling to strike similar 


GIVING PROPS Charmed 
and Heaven merchandise 
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Record the higher quality of S-VHS 
on standard VHS tapes with JVC’s new line of VCRs. 


Everything you record will look better when you capture it on 


JVC's new Super VHS video cassette recorders. 


The company that brought you the original VHS technology now 
lets you do what you could never do before-make high-resolution 
recordings on standard VHS tapes. JVC’s $S-VHS ET (Expansion 
Technology) delivers over 60% higher resolution than standard 
VHS recordings, making these new VCRs perfect for capruring 


the full benefits of high-resolution sources like satellite broadcasts, 


digital camcorders, cable television and more. And with the choice 
of recording in S-VHS or regular VHS mode, full compatibility is 
ensured with even the oldest VCRs. Best of all-JVC gives you this 
higher quality at a price that’s much lower than youd expect. 


JVC 


When Perfonnance Matters 


JVC's new S-VHS VCRs-the better way 


tO Bet better recordings. www,]Vvc.com 


By Sarah Vowell What if, instead of painting smiley faces on their 


image, they'd actually make a monument to their folly? What if, 


everyday, Bob Weir would stand out front like a Wal-Mart greeter 


and repeat, over and over, “We're responsible for inspiring two 


generations of American citizens to listen to dreadful ‘songs 


that went on too long, shell out millions of dollars for cheap, 


tie-died, teddy bear-stamped crap and dress not just badly, but 


badly and exactly alike with next page | www.salon.com/ew 
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deals with manufacturers 
whose products are featured in 
TV shows and movies. Cash- 
tight networks have been the 
most aggressive: On General 
Hospital, cast members donned 
T-shirts that could convenient- 
ly be purchased at ABC’s site 
(www.abc.go.com). More bla- 
tantly, a recent Guiding Light 
story line had a popular charac- 
ter, Reva Lewis, receiving a 
bracelet from her daughter— 
the same bracelet now doing 
brisk business at the CBS site 
(www.cbs.com). 

All this synergy raises a ques- 
tion: Will product marketabili- 
ty begin to dictate the creative 
content of movies and shows? 
Do plotlines and dialogue 
about Serta Sleepers and Gap 
Relaxed Fit Khakis loom in our 
future? Tchong is hesitant: 
“They could make TV shows 
[into] complete fashion shows 
to sell branded merchandise,” 
he says. “We really haven't seen 
the start of it yet.” 

For her part, Barbara Esen- 
sten, a head writer for Guiding 
Light, is forthcoming about her 
show's e-commerce collabora- 
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tion: When the marketing de- 
partment introduced a 
Guiding Light-inspired 
bracelet, stamped with 
such words as passion, 
courage, and honor, 
Esensten decided to use it 
in Reva’s story line. She 
denies that product 
placement would ever 
be a creative force, how- 
ever. “| can see that this 
can be used for ill as 
well as for good,” she 
admits. “It shouldn't be 
someone saying, ‘I've 
got some soap to sell, 
write a story about 
Reva in the bathtub.” 
Although movie stu- 
dios have less of a bot- 
tom-line compulsion, 
that doesn't mean they’te sit- 
ting this one out. Fox Search- 
light Pictures (www.foxsearch 
light.com) plans more film-re- 
lated tie-ins, prompted in part 
by the release of A Midsum- 
mer Night’s Dream in May. 
Fans began barraging Search- 
light trying to find the movie's 
promo “dream pillows” (what 
we mortals call sleep masks). 
Several turned up at online 
auction sites, suggesting a 
market outside the usual 
video and soundtrack tie-ins. 
Marc Weinstock, director of 
marketing, insists, however, 
that Searchlight’s is nota 
money-driven plan. “We're not 
going to make a million dol- 
lars doing it. The purpose of 
the site is to make people hap- 
py: Here's your trailers, here’s 
music from the film, here's 
props or anything you want.” 
Even more e-assertive is the 
New Line Cinema site (www. 
newline.com). When people be- 
gan calling the studio to find 
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-, out where to buy the shades 
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Wesley Snipes sports in 
Blade, Nevin Shalit, VP 
of new-media pro- 
jects, struck a deal 
with manufacturer 
Black Flys. Along with 
Dr. Evil’s aforemen- 
tioned Hush Puppies, 
the site offers the line 
of Mojoware T-shirts 
seen on Scott Evil in the 
Austin Powers sequel 
and an Austin-inspired 
male-symbol medal- 
lion—also a result of 
fan inquiries. Shalit 
and staff now make ita 
practice to see early 
cuts of films to search 
for stuff they think will 
sell online; such persis- 
tence has helped the site’s sales 
grow fourfold in the last year. 
“People love it and are very pas- 
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www.geocities.com/SunsetStrip/Alley/ 
7028/whtour.htm 


sionate,” Shalit says. “I do think 
it helps the movie, and | think it 
helps people feel connected to 
the movie and even to the com- 
pany.” And, oh, yes, it can bea 
moneymaker—with items like 
the Black Flys shades, Shalit acts 
as a retailer, buying product at 
wholesale and marking it up. 

The most recent addition to 
the New Line site: auctions 
(auction.newline.com) of actual 
movie props and costumes 
from Boogie Nights, Rush Hour, 
and Austin Powers—and all 
New Line films in the future. 
"We're trying to think more 
and more outside of the tradi- 
tional framework,” Shalit says. 
“People do love T-shirts and 
posters, but if you stop there 
you're really missing the boat.” 
Hey, speaking of boats, where 
do we get that one from Bay- 
watch? —Gillian Flynn 


UNSUNG HEROES OF THE WEB 


Franklin’s Mint 


YOU WON'T SEE 
him lunching at 
the Ivy, but Garth 
Franklin wields 
plenty of non- 
schmoozable 
power from a key- 
board an ocean 
away from Tinsel- 
town. In the two years since 
Franklin, 21, launched Dark 
Horizons (www.darkhorizons. 
com) from his Sydney pad, the 
Hollywood news and gossip 
website has become a must- 
read for industry execs, agents, 
and entertainment junkies 
alike. Thanks to a slew of tip- 
sters who write in from 


around the world, 
Franklin reports 
on everything 
from the troubled 
set of Wild Wild 
West to early script 
reviews of such 
upcoming films as 
Deep Blue Sea. As 
for his future, Franklin just 
hopes to make a dime or two 
off his work. “! put a few thou- 
sand a year into it, and hope- 
fully I'll be able to start eaming 
a wage eventually,” he says. “If 
not, I’m writing a screenplay.” 
Maybe down under isn’t so 
far from the Ivy after 
all.—Jessica Shaw 
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esume Speed 

IN MAY, A COLLEGE STUDENT'S FANCY TURNS TO PRE-GRAD- 
uation partying and postgraduation career terror: Online job-hunt- 
ing websites surged last month, with Monster.com (propelled by its 
painfully funny ads) racking up 39 percent more visits than in April. 
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Yahoo! 

America Online 
Microsoft Network 
GeoCities 

GO Network 
Netscape 
Microsoft 

Excite 

Lycos 

Angelfire 

Hotmail 

Tripod 

Blue Mountain Arts 
Amazon.com 
AltaVista 

snap 

XOOM.com 
RealNetworks 
eBay 

Hotbot 


CAREER SITES 


AOL Workplace 
Monster.com 
CareerPath 
CareerMosaic 
Headhunter.net 
America’s Job Bank 
Hotjobs. 


CareerBuilder 


NationJob Network 
dice.com 
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microsoft.com 
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amazon.com 
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hotbot.com 
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BROWSER POWER 


IF DR. EVIL STOLE AUSTIN 
Powers’ mojo and injected it 
into a Web browser, the result 
could be NeoPlanet’s AUSTIN 
PoWERS BROWSER (www. 
austinpowers.com). Down- 
loading this application will 
give your familiar gray 


Netscape or Explorer window © 


a flower-powered makeover, 
complete with “Groovy, baby” 
sound clips to accompany 
every mouse click. If the AP 
browser leaves you shagless, 
there are scads of other 


browser “skins” available from 
creator NeoPlanet (www. 
neoplanet.com). Web pages 
take longer to load, but 
watching Felicity Shagwell 
dance on the Austin Browser 
is a very randy way to pass the 
time. —Noah Robischon 


American Pie 


| 


Arlington Koad 
_ 


=e =~ x } 


Movie Grade A- 


Movie Grade D+ 


Movie Grade B | 


Movie Grade B+ 


; Website Grade B- 


(www.universalpictures.com/americanpie) 
Four horny teenagers try to lose their virginity, 
but at least they can blame it on youth. The 
dull website, despite audio-video clips, photos, 
and trailers, has no such excuse. 


Website Grade B+ 


(www.arlingtonrd.com) The site shares the 
film's “personnel” (Jeff Bridges, Tim Robbins, 
Joan Cusack) and conspiracy plot via a cyber- 
cool interface of beeps, TelePromptTer text, and 
“accessing data” messages. Shallow but neat. 


Website Grade A 


(www.southparkmovie.com) Kenny, Cartman, 
Kyle, Stan, and even Chef come to life on the 
big screen and wreak havoc online in three 
superb Shockwave games: Freedom Fighter, 
Kick the Baby, and Cartmangotchi. 


Movie Grade C 


Website Grade C 


(movies.go.com/summerofsam) Spike Lee's 
film follows the hunt for the 1977 serial killer; 
now it’s time to hunt down whoever let the 
website's brief synopsis and two lame photos 
languish like so many abandoned victims. 


Website Grade A 


(www.wildwildwest.net) A big budget can’t 
save the film, but it sure helps beef up the site, 
proving that gimmicks—like screensavers, an 
interactive costume game, a gadget slide 
show, and ILM sketches—work online only. 
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IF DOWNLOADABLE 
music is rapidly turning 
CDs into the 90s equiv- 
alent of 7os eight- 
track cassettes, JUSTIN 
FRANKEL is the man- 
child to thank. The 20- 
year-old University of 
Utah dropout is the cre- 
ator of Winamp (www. 
winamp.com), the most 
popular software player 
for listening to the 
near-CD-quality digital-music files 
known as MP3s. He's also the newest In- 
ternet multimillionaire: In June, Ameri- 
ca Online bought Frankel’ company, 
Nullsoft, along with the Internet music 
service Spinner.com, for $400 million. 
But Nullsoft's dorm-room origins be- 
lie the company’s new cachet. It started 
in 1996, when Frankel downloaded the 
Butthole Surfers song Hela inathen- 
unknown format 
called MP3. As a 
learning exercise, 
he created a piece 
of software called 
Winamp to play the 
song, and a year lat- 
er he started giving 
it away on the Web 
as shareware—ask- 
ing users to sendin 
a $10-$20 registra- 
tion fee in ex- 
change for using 
the program. Al- 
though few people 
who use shareware 
send in any money, 
Winamp’'s populaatit ae been 
downloaded at least 15 million times 
since 1997—amounted to unusually high 
profits for an Internet start-up such as 
Nullsoft, which is run out of the Frankel 
family home in Sedona, Ariz. Winamp 
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JUSTIN FRANKEL 


has even inspired cot- 
tage industries: There 
are a dozen sites devot- 
ed to ‘skins that users 
download to make the 
player window look like 
a pencil drawing or a fu- 
turistic space stereo. 
Winamp's success 
soon caught the music 
industry's attention— 
especially when artists 
like Chuck D and Tom 
Petty began releasing new songs in the 
MP3 format, irking their record 
labels in the process. The recording in- 
dustry has been “pretty blind” to MP3, 
says Frankel. “It seems like they're just 
scared s---less.” Such bravado made 
Frankel seem the epitome of the slacker 
Internet revolutionary until he teamed 
up with Steve Case’s 800-pound online 


gon In Nullsoft's message forum, 


SKINS GAME Three of the many 


customized Winamp front panels 


one user made his 
opinion of the buy- 
out plain: “AOL 
merger is hell for 
everybody!” Even 
FORTUNE Magazine 
regretfully scrubbed 
Nullsoft from its 
list of “cool compa- 
nies because it 
was no longer in- 
dependent. 

But Frankel’s 
eyes—and ears— 
are on the future. 
Working with AOL 
dramatically in- 
creases the audi- 
ence for Winamp and MP3s, he says. 
And it gives Frankel, whose new post at 
Nullsoft has yet to be determined as it 
moves to San Francisco, more time to zip 
around in his Audi $4. No eight-tracks 
here: Frankel’s car stereo plays MP3s.—NR 
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MOST OF WHAT PASSES 
for modern TV is difficult 
enough to endure at 30 
frames per second on a 20- 
inch Trinitron. Now imagine watching 
Veronica's Closet as a flickering, postage- 
stamp-size image on your computer moni- 
tor. Sounds like must-avoid TV, right? So 
why are companies like DIGITAL ENTERTAIN- 
MENT NETWORK (www.den.net), THE SYNC 
(www.thesync.com), and PseUDO (www. 
pseudo.com) forging ahead with ambitious 
slates of original Web-based shows and ex- 
pecting people to tune—or rather, log—in? 

“What's so fun about this job is getting 
to come in every day and swing an ax at 
conventional wisdom,” laughs DEN presi- 
dent David Neuman, a former Disney Tele- 
vision executive whose Santa Monica- 
based company is betting that young, 
Net-savvy viewers will tune in to the net- 
work's collection of webcast comedies, dra- 
mas, and reality shows. DEN’s strategy in- 
volves taking narrowcasting to new 
extremes with such fare as Tales From the 
Eastside—think 90210 for Latino teens— 
and Frat Ratz, which aims squarely at that 
elusive collegiate-stoner demographic. 
“We're like a consortium of local TV sta- 
tions,’ Neuman analogizes, “except, instead 
of Pittsburgh, Seattle, and Atlanta, our con- 
stituencies are rave partygoers, Hispanic 
teenagers, and young Christians.” 

The veteran among the new Web nets is 
the five-year-old, New York-based Pseudo, 
which, with its combination of music, 
game, and tech-oriented shows, comes off 
as the online love child of Spin and Wired. 
“We're trying to create entertainment 
forms native to the Web,” says Pseudo mar- 
keting director Peter Tashjian, “by combin- 
ing video with chat, message boards, and 
other interactive features.” Rival “webwork” 
The Sync, meanwhile, operates out of the 
distinctly non—media capital of Laurel, Md., 
but has won a loyal following with pro- 
grams hosted by the likes of Jennifer Ring- 
ley (of JenniCam infamy) and comic mono- 
loguist Terry “SnackBoy” Crummitt. “We 
come at things from a much more Net- 
centric perspective, president Thomas 
Edwards says of the Sync’s ethos. “No one 
expects to watch Friends on the Net. In fact, 
too much slickness tends to turn off a lot of 
the audience.” SnackBoy defines the tone a 


TRLLUSTRATION BY CHRIS PYLE 


little more precisely: “At 3:15 every weekday 
afternoon, I'll give you a five-minute com- 
edy snack. Maybe I'll tell you about getting 
fired from my job, or maybe I'll talk about 
the first time my penis popped out of my 
pants in elementary school.” 

Despite the, uh, unorthodox subject mat- 
ter, the Web nets do follow the traditional 
television model of posting new episodes 
at regularly scheduled times, though in- 
stalling the software to run streaming 
video remains a more daunting task than 
flipping on a TV. “I still haven't figured out 
how to make it work on my computer,” ad- 
mits Elsie Escobar, one of the stars of East- 
side, who has to go to DEN headquarters to 
watch her own show. Still, Web show pro- 
ducers are using a variety of tricks—includ- 
ing simplified backgrounds, a reliance on 
close-ups, and no moving camera shots— 


A NEW WAVE OF NETWORK- 
STYLED WEB SHOWS IS 
COMING YOUR WAY, 
COURTESY OF SOME UPSTART 


COMPANIES. ARE WE READY 
FOR MUST-CLICK TV—OR 
ISTHE WHOLE THING A 
DOWNLOAD DOWNER? 


to keep the picture as clear as possible.“One 
reason why DEN looks so much better than 
other people's stuff is that we're customiz- 
ing our product for the Internet as it exists 
now, says Neuman. “That means making 
our product look good on a 56K modem 
running over an AOL connection.” 

It helps, too, that the current wave of Web 
programmers have learned hard lessons 
from the high-profile failures of such Web 
programs as 1995-975 The Spot. “The first 
wave of Web entertainment was primarily 
text-based,” says Neuman, “and we believe 
in making video central to our program- 
ming.” Adds John Geirland, coauthor of 
Digital Babylon, a forthcoming book that 
charts the progress of Internet entertain- 
ment from the early 1990s to the present: 
“What really killed online entertainment 
was that no one gave it enough time to be 
successful. The DENs and Pseudos have 
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learned the importance of having a viable 
business model—a mixture of advertising, 
sponsorship, and e-commerce.” 

That said, some observers doubt the 
computer monitor will emerge as a serious 
competitor to TV anytime soon. “Trying to 
shove a video entertainment experience 
down a narrow pipe is difficult,” says Patrick 
Keane, who tracks Internet trends at Jupiter 
Communications. “Television is a good en- 
tertainment box, while most people still 
view their PC as a tool for work and com- 
munication.” Adds NBC West Coast presi- 
dent Scott Sassa: “I think the Internet is a 
tremendous resource, but | don’t see video 
entertainment as an efficient use of it. Let’s 
say three of us wanted to watch ER one 
second apart. That means ER has to get 
sent out three separate times. Now multi- 
ply that by 27 million.” Aside from a few spe- 
cialized examples such as real-time sports 
coverage, Sassa believes the long-predicted 
convergence of TV and the Net just isn't go- 
ing to happen. “I'm a believer in ‘lean-back’ 
and ‘lean-forward’ experiences,” he says. 
‘And TV's fundamentally a lean-back expe- 
rience, while answering your e-mail or 
shopping online is a lean-forward one.” 

It’s an assessment Tashjian actually 
agrees with. “We're not looking to make 
videos and put them on the Web, because 
NBC already does television very well. The 
Web's not a great place to show television. 
But it is a great place to show a dynamic ex- 
perience that involves the audience.” The 
advent of cheap broadband access should 
speed Web video's development; Neuman 
compares the change to “moving from a 10- 
inch black-and-white set to IMAX.” But ob- 
servers like Geirland worry that big-money 
investors won't have the stomach to stick 
with the new medium. “Audiences for on- 
line entertainment may grow slowly,” he 
cautions. “It may take years before an Uncle 
Miltie or an Ernie Kovacs comes along to 
break the medium wide open.” 

But for webcasting pioneers like Neu- 
man, any uncertainties are more than 
counterbalanced by the excitement of 
working in a brand-new medium. “The 
state of this industry today is like where 
film was at in 1903, and we all get to feel 
like DW. Griffith,” he says. “We've made The 
Great Train Robbery, but Intolerance 
is yet to come.” & 
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Screen Saviors 


Five Could-Be Stars 
Of the New Web 
Entertainment Shows 


A SURE SIGN THAT ANEW MEDIUM 
has arrived is the advent of breakout 
celebrities. So who are the Edward R. 
Murrows and Lucille Balls of Web-based 
entertainment? Here are a few hope- 
fuls to watch. —ZS 


MAURICE COMPTE, 26 
The lead of DEN’s Tales 
From the Eastside, he's a 
natural whose good looks 
and charisma are appar- 
ent even at three frames a 
m wee secondona 28.8 modem. 


VERONICA DE LA CRUZ, 23 
Thanks to her energy and 
exotic beauty, the host of 
DEN’s rave-party round- 
up Direct Drive has al- 
ready garnered a loyal 
following. 


SCOT RUBIN, 30 The 
host of Pseudo’s Game 
Time has made himself 
an influential figure 
among joystick junkies 
and in the videogame 
industry he covers. 


TERRY CRUMMITT,26 
The semi-employed actor's 
comic monologues for 
The Sync are fast becom- 
ing a weekday afternoon 
ritual for many a bored 
Net slave. 


CARLA COLE, 24 The co- 
founder of The Sync also 
moderates the weekly 
panel discussion CyberLove, 
with refreshingly non- 
wiseass responses to even 
the weirdest questions. 
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It's ape anarchy and it’s up to you to stop their 
banana-fueled mayhem. You'll hunt down over 
200 unruly apes, you'll drive a Tank, steer a Remote 
Control Car, you'll even launch an aerial attack 
in a propeller-powered Skyflyer. You'll use 
plenty of anti-ape devices, like a primate-pun- 
ishing Stun Club, a simian Slingshot and Monkey 
Radar. Plus, it’s the first and only 3D game that 
= fully utilizes the Dual Shock analog controller. 
a | a. Prepare yourself, things are about to get hairy. 


*Or other official PlayStation brand or licensed controllers featuring the “Analog Control” icon. Analog mode only. May not function or performance may 
Entertainment America Inc. ©1999 Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. No apes were harmed in the making of this advertisement. As for the truck driver, that's a different story. 


You better get them 
before they get you. 


vary with other controllers. PlayStation and the PlayStation logos are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. Ape Escape is a trademark of Sony Computer 
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SOME ENTERTAINERS 
would be happy with 
one job, but not actor/ 
spokesman/writer/ 
lawyer/trivia godhead 
Ben Stein. When not busy with his 
Emmy Award-winning hosting duties 
on Win Ben Stein's Money or planning a 
new talk show for Comedy Central, Stein 
is usually online, shopping, looking up 
weather reports and stock market news, 
or visiting his own fan site (www.ben 
stein.com). While taking an offline break, 
the man forever remembered for nasally 
calling roll (“Anyone, anyone?”) in Ferris 
Bueller's Day Off chatted with 
EW! about his surfing habits. 
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FE - How in- 
de are you with the‘ ssa Ben 
Stein site? 

BEN STEIN: [About two years ago] two 
young girls in Dallas asked me if they 
could set it up.... They did a magnificent 
job. When | want to do something on my 
site | just call up, or e-mail, these two 
young ladies and ask them to add it. There 
is also a Ben Stein Fan Club site [www 
geocities.com/TelevisionCity/Studio/ 3874/, 
and now there is something called Ben- 
stein Mail. Someone has set up a Ben Stein 
e-mail company, where every time you 
send mail it says at the bottom, “Anyone, 
anyone?” | am going to have to call my 
lawyer about that. 


VNTERTAINA AENT W 


Can a monotoned 
lawyer-turned—actor— 
turned-game-show host 
find himself online? 


EW: Any other ambitious Web plans? 

BS: | have a lot of books, Ben Stein books, 
by Ben Stein; that’s me.... They are in big 
boxes in my basement. | bought them; 
they're remainders. [So] | am going to set 
up a little thing on eBay and try to auc- 
tion them off. 

EW: Have you played “Win Ben Stein’s 
Cyber Money” on the Comedy Central site? 
BS: Many times. | do extremely well, be- 
cause they are almost all questions that 
have been on the show.| do unbelievably, 
mind-blowingly well. 

EW: You do a lot of shopping online. 

BS: Oh, | am a big cybershopping addict. 
There are packages waiting for me in the 
mail almost every day from, well, mostly 
from Amazon, but also from CDnow and 
drugstore.com. 

EW: Do you find yourself reading news- 
papers online versus on paper? 

BS: No, | never do. | never, never, never, 
never do. | am old-fashioned, | guess, in 
that way.... | just like the feel of the 
newsprint in my little fingers. 

FW: How has the Web affected your 
family life? 

BS: Well, | think the Web has pulled our 
family closer together, in the sense that our 
son is interested in what | am doing online 
and | am interested in what he is doing on- 
line, so we spend a lot of time sort of look- 
ing over each other's shoulders. Plus my wife 
is a very, very, very busy lawyer, and some 
days she just wants to stay home with me 
and our son, so she does her work on the 
Web....| think it has bound us closer togeth- 
er. On the other hand, | do think we proba- 
bly get a little less exercise, but once we get 
that bicycle machine with the computer 
keyboard on the handlebars and the moni- 
tor riding right above that, we'll be all set. 
EW: If you had 10 minutes to do what- 
ever you wanted, would you go online or 
would you do something more tradition- 
al, like read a book? 

BS: Oh, no, | would go look at something 
beautiful outdoors, in nature. | think how- 
ever good the Web is, nature is better. m 
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When you use an American Express Card to 
purchase online, you will not be held responsible 


for any unauthorized charges. (@ieletnmct-ver 


Visit americanexpress.com h 
Have a safe journey. 


CUM Pac vleoe P| 
wh Deh 


a 
eer a 


iSS9 American Express 


20 


THE SOUND AND VISION OF 
THE LATEST HIGH-TECH TOYS 


> Yeah, we're 
getting tired of all 
things shagadelic 
too, but this talking 
C-Watch ($19.99, 
www.trendmasters. 
com) spews Austin- 
isms with a dozen 
cool animations. 


A Tap, touch, or rub the Kaoss Pad 

($350, www.korg.com) to manipulate your 
favorite grooves and make unbeatable 
party riffs. It's house music for the home. 


@ |t’s in the cards: 
Rage Fury ($199, 
www.atitech.com) 
lets all the bells and 
whistles of game 
graphics chime with 
speed to spare. Thirty- 
two megs of RAM 
make it ram tough. 


of 
had 


laid rbd Wye 
a 


A E-Yo ($15, www.tigertoys.com) 
takes the old-fashioned yo-yo toa 
whole new level. An inner chip lets a 
you vie with pals for speed, (“tae 
distance traveled, sleep Pr 
time, and more. Go yo, bro. | 


\ FPFHOTOGRAPHS EY MARK WEISS 
eh, 
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¥ The Mobile DVD System ($2,500 

plus installation, www.panasonic.com) 
offers a stellar home-theater experience 
for your car. Great for passengers; 
drivers, keep your eyes on the road. 


@ Game, set, and match. Featuring digitized 
sound and four levels of gameplay, Laser 
Tennis ($40, www.tigertoys.com) lets you use 
two reflective rackets and a bouncing laser 
light as the ball. Call it a net gain. 


W Shock around the 
clock! Shock ’N’ Rock 
($29.99, www.nyko. 
com) not only 
vibrates along with 
your Game Boy 
Color but adds 


stereo speakers, too. 


W Here comes the sun: This 
Universal Solar Remote (549.99, 
www.sony.com) charges __ 
its batteries by daylight so 

it can do its work in the dark. 
Too bad it’s so hard 
to program. 
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Star Wars: Episode | — 

The Gungan Frontier 

(Lucas Learning, for PC and Mac, $29.95) 
The Gungans—that pidgin-speaking 
race of Jar Jar Binkses—have overrun 
their city on planet Naboo. Yousa 
mission, to paraphrase Boss Nass, is to 
nurture new colonies on a nearby 
moon by populating them with plants 
and animals. In a Tatooine minute, 
these ecosystems grow and become far 
more elaborate than you would expect. 
Complex food chains develop, for 
instance: Carnivorous kreetles eat ollo- 
poms, which in turn munch on bubble 
spores. Three cheers for the “Jar Jar 
Asleep” mode, which puts the kibosh on 
the oft-maligned (and justifiably so) 
mascot’s frequent commentary. Any 
chance we can retrofit this feature onto 
the movie? A= 


Ape Escape 

(Sony, for PlayStation, $55) Think Planet of 
the Apes as envisioned by Moe, Larry, and 
Curly: Smart-aleck monkeys—lots of 
‘em—have escaped from a zoo, and it’s 
up to you to capture them. Easier said 
than done, since your wily prey never sits 
still, and tosses banana peels in your 
path to avoid your nets. A time machine 
factors somewhere into the needlessly 
putty plot, and the gameplay—the first 
to use both of the PlayStation controller's 
thumb-operated joysticks—requires 
a frustrating level of dexterity. 
Dr. Zaius, your game is waiting. B+ 
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THE LATEST 
IN VIDEOGAMES 
& CD-ROMS 


| 


Aliens vs. Predator 

(Fox Interactive, for PC, $49.98) In this first- 
person shooter, Sigourney Weavers old 
sparring partners battle Arnold Schwarz- 
enegger's extraterrestrial nemeses, with 
the marines from Aliens caught in the 
middle. A creature-feature dream team? 
That depends on which species you opt to 
play. As a Predator or marine, the game 
becomes an underwhelming exercise in 
who shoots who first. But as an alien, it’s a 
unique and creepy experience to slither 
around and ambush targets the old- 
fashioned way: using your claws, tail, and 
that infamous acid blood. B- 


GODS AND MONSTERS (1) Star Wars, (2) Escape, (3) Aliens, and (4) Tarzan indulge fantasies 


Winternet << 


Disney’s Action Game, Tarzan 
(Disney Interactive, for PC, $29.99) Just as 
Disney's animated films get more and 
more visually sophisticated, so too its 
games. In the CD-ROM version of the 
studio's latest animated hit, you navigate 
the shaqgy-haired hero (plus, from time to 
time, Terk or Minnie Driver's Jane) through 
16 levels of obstacles and ultimately a 
confrontation with Jungle Enemy No. 1, 
Clayton the hunter. Despite lush graphics, 
the game mechanics are virtually 
identical to games based on Aladdin, 
Hercules, and other Disney neoclassics. He 
Tarzan, he plain. B- 


You know what 
youve done 
with the photos 
you've taken. 
But what about the 

ones youre 
going to take? 
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Kodak and Intel present a better 
Introducing the 


ma 
qa 
“see” 
CO ee | Fa sees Terre eT ae 
Just check the Kopak Picture CD box on the photofinishing Me ra ; 
envelope. Along with your prints and negatives, you'll get a a 
an index print and all your pictures on a CD, ready to / 4 
use on your PC, / [a 
‘P 
[4 
ay 
fi: 
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phe] 
fap 
Ce ee —_—s** 
It's like a second chance to take your | i 
pictures. Crop a good picture to make , 
it a great picture. Kodak does all the 1¢) 
hard stuff so you can focus on the 
fun stuff, a \\ 
, 
i 
1 A 
S 
Ce ee seh hy. 
It's incredibly simple (and a lot of fun) , 4% —— 
to e-mail your favorite photos to one ‘ : >, Pic i ure A 
= or a hundred of your closest friends. ‘ x . : 
i. » ee, 


You have a camera. You have a computer. Now Kodak makes it easy to get more out of both. All you have to do is check the 


Kopax Picture CD box on the photofinishing envelope next time you drop off a roll of film. You'll get back your prints and 


way to save your memories. 
KopakK Picture CD. 
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Can't find a photo? Kopak Picture CD 
keeps everything organized. 


si cay as “en 1 Red-eye is the number one problem with 
% y | flash pictures. Konak Picture CD 

Te, software makes it touch-of-a-button 

The simple to fix it. 
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ie The built-in software lets you do 
i all sorts of fun stuff with photos, fram 
wild special effects to personalizing 


your PC's screen with favorite snapshots. 
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negatives as usual. But you'll also get them on a CD loaded with free software that makes it point-and-click easy 


to do more with your pictures than ever before. And all you have to do is check the box. Visit www.kodak.com/go/pictureCD 


| a 


picture CD 


© Eastman Kodak Company, 1999. Kodak and Take Pictures. Further. ate trademarks of ihe Eastman Kodak Gompany. intel a trademark of Intel Corporation, 


Movies 


The Great MGM 

Musicals Page 
(hometown.aol.com/Mgmfanatic) 
Chicago librarian Michael Troudt’s 
tribute site covers hundreds of 
classic MGM musicals, including 
examples both obvious (Singin’in 
the Rain) and obscure (Montana 
Moon). Unfortunately, the 
chronological listing doesn't 
illuminate the films’ relation to 
their era or to each other. It’s the 
only discordant note. A- 


HollywoodLand 
(www.geocities.com/Hollywood/Lot/ 
4452/) Like its namesake, this site is 
full of weirdness—and that’s what 
we like about it. Floridian Amelia 
Donnell gives us odd Tinseltown 
trivia (Clark Gable kept his armpits 
shaved); a Reincarnated Stars 
feature that pairs past and present 
actors who supposedly look alike 
(Rita Hayworth and Julia Roberts); 
and a remakes section where some 
old faves get recast (Nicolas Cage, 
Juliette Binoche, and Ralph Fiennes 
in Casablanca!) Random and 
uproarious, A- 


Beat Box Betty 
(www.beatboxbetty.com) This 
Betty’s anything but beat: The 
bustier-wearing, bespectacled ‘toon 
tattler who hosts this site (created 
by LA. sibs Christine and Jon 
Blosdale) rates movies on a one-to- 
five-martini scale and offers celeb 
profiles and gossipy tidbits. Clever, 
knowing, and fresh, Betty's as 
bracing as a frosty cosmopolitan. 

B+ —Caren Weiner Campbell 
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IT’S A NET GAIN: EWI BRINGS YOU THE BEST IN WEB ENTERTAINMENT— 


PLUS SPECIALS ON COUNTRY MUSIC AND PALMPILOT SITES 


IFC Broadband 
(broadband.thought 
bubble.com/ifc/cah) 

At first, this lavish site from 
the Independent Film 
Channel seems designed to 
showcase the channel's 
scheduled flicks while fill- 
ing your screen with slick 
graphics. True to the IFC’s 
mission, though, the Broad- 
band Theater section deliv- 
ers something different— 
short original films 
premiering only on the 
website. Recent features 
include the evil comedy 
Bad Bosses Go to Hell and 
the Merchant Ivory send-up 
Just Over There. A nice place 
to visit if you've got an 
indie-ana jones. A- 
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TV 


MattyG’s TV Theme 

Songs & More 
(wso.williams.edu/~mgarland/ 
sounds/themes_a-h.html) Stay 
tuned: Charles in Charge, Cheers, 
and CHiPs, Green Acres, Growing 
Pains, and The Gumby Show are 
among the more than 200 TV 
programs whose official theme- 
song recordings the ambitious Matt 
Garland has gathered on his site. 
For connoisseurs, it’s nothing but 
Good Times. A- 


LUCYlibrary 
(www.lucylibrary.com) | Love Lucy 
videos, games, books and trinkets 
are all to be had at this official 
shopping site. Scan episode guides 
and video archives (“Lucy! I’m 
home!”), then peruse more stuff to 
buy, thanks to an affiliation with 
Amazon.com, which sells even such 
remotely related items as Jurassic 
Park (star Laura Dern is the 
redhead's biggest fan). Added 
cachet: Gregg Oppenheimer (son of 
| Love Lucy writer Jess) is the site’s 
creative director. Now if they only 
sold Vitameatavegamin. B+ 


TV Ultra 

(www.tvultra.com) A small band 
of writers picks the best show on 
the tube each day at this Studio 
City, Calif—based site. That may 
mean Woody Allen’s Sleeper on 
Turner Classic Movies or Hell’s 
Angels on the History Channel. 
Summaries are accompanied by 
links, so a recent show of choice 
on shark attacks provided 
connections to “Jaws: The Home 
Page.” You'll never channel surf 
again. B+ —Gillian Flynn 
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The Official Kresky 
Home Page 
(www.kreskytv.com) 
Remember Kresky, that 
white-hot ’7os show? 
With studly detective 
Nick Kresky, who discoed 
through the L.A. under- 
world, mourning the 
death of his childhood 
sweetheart? Probably 
not, since it’s all in the 
mind of cop-show fans 
Tim and Lisa Madison, 
who created this site 
that fondly spoofs the 
genre. Read the dead-on 
episode guides featur- 
ing evil midgets and 
possessed marionettes, 
and mourn the fifth and 
final year when, in a des- 
perate ratings ploy, 
Kresky got a sidekick, 
Moochie the monkey. 
Huggy Bear would be 
proud.A 
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PROFILE, PHOTO, OR GEOGRAPHY. WITH OVER 3 MILLION 
USERS, WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 


World's largest 
online DVD retailer! 
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From the 
Director of 
"Eyes Wide Shut" 


STANLEY 
KUBRICK 
COLLECTION 
Available Now 


$99 


Individual titles also available 


not that you'd need it, since there are 

== already hundreds of games available for 
OmniRemote PDAs. When you're tired of solitaire, try 
(www. pacificneotek.com/omnisw.htm) For knockoffs of classic arcade titles like Galaga 
some reason, universal remote controls never or Frogger. Then use the Pilot's infrared port 
work as advertised—they don’t have enough to go head-to-head with a pal for a round of 
buttons or can’t be programmed to work with [RChess or (RBattleship. Hey, you sunk my 
certain types of VCRs or TVs. But Omni- address book! B 
Remote’s software turns your PDA into a truly 
all-in-one remote device. Just draw any PalmPilot Graveyard 
combination of buttons onto the Palm's screen (home.earthlink.net/—atomic212/dead.html) 
and then program each one to send control | For Palm addicts, the death of a PDA is as 
messages to your entertainment center viathe | heartbreaking as losing a beloved pet. But 
infrared port. Now that you've upgraded to a this Web page is fun less for the heart- 
Palm Vil, this $20 software is a great way to wrenching tales of woe than the hilarious 
put the old Pilot out to pasture. A faces of death sent in by users: The photo of 
a Pilot that was chewed up bya 
weimaraner is gruesome, but the tale from 
a doofus who drove away with his Pilot on 
the roof of the car offers a ray of hope—a 


| e | Rest assured that someone is at work 
a aa ] O making the Pilot Game Boy compatible— 


PocketSynth 
(www.echeng.com/Pilot/pocketsynth.html) 
Musical inspiration is unpredictable—a tune 


pops into your head during rush-hour traffic 
and it's lost forever unless you write it down 
immediately. With PocketSynth you'll never 


farmer returned the mud-encrusted PDA to 
its owner and the device miraculously came 
back to life. B- 


lose the beat again. This software lets you tap 

out a song on a mini-keyboard or draw notes GoType! Keyboard 

directly onto a staff and play them back later. (www.gotype.com) When you're on the 

The Synth application, which costs $12,can also | move,a handheld computer gets more use 

change the music's tempo or provide the than a laptop. That's why the GoType!, a 10- 

steady tick of a metronome to practice by. inch keyboard that attaches to a PalmPilot, 

Some 21st-century Amadeus is already makes tons of sense. The Pilot's handwritten 

polishing off a Palm Concerto in G Minor. A- graffiti alphabet works well enough, but 
this $79.95 add-on is a whole lot faster and 

TUCOWS InfraRed Games easier to work with. Now if only the screen 

(www.pdacentral.com/pilotzone/ir_games.html) | were bigger....C —Noah Robischon 


Palm|Spot (www.palmspot.com) and Palm Central (www.palm 
central.com) Whether you're a novice looking for how-to instructions 
or a PDA (personal digital assistant) pro who wants to keep a 
complete list of Academy Award winners dating from 1928 handy, 
these two websites—the Yahoo!s of the handheld world—will have 
it. Palm Central's “Top 50 Downloads” is a good way to keep abreast 
of the coolest new software applications available, and Palm|Spot’s 
add-ons area offers shortcuts to accessories like Cross DigitalWriter 
styli as well as the memory upgrade your device will need after 

you bloat it with all these goodies. A+/A+ 
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ILLUSTRATION BY SHAG 


| Music 


(www.countrycool.com) With only 50,000 hits daily, CountryCool.com fights 
a David-vs.-Goliath battle against Country.com. It still wields power, though: 
In June, it was the official webcaster of the Country Music Association's Fan 
Fair—originally run by the larger site—yet didn’t refrain from quoting The 
Tennessean's suggestion that the event “may be losing its magic.” Online star 
chats and sassy columnists help make this the rival to watch. B+ 


(communities.msn.com/countrymusic) This Microsoft “community” isn’t as 
comprehensive as its newer competitors, but editor Paul Soelberg obviously 
loves the music, especially its nearly forgotten pioneers. The site currently 
highlights the Carter family, contains a songwriters’ roundtable, and has a 
chat with critic’s darling Mandy Barnett. But hurry: The site faces extinction 
when the Microsoft Network goes into reorganization at July’s end. B 


(www.womenofcountry.com) Geared to—and obviously run by—younger 
listeners, WOC is short on content but long on ambition, with a Pollstar link, 
sound-sampled album reviews, and an imminent merger with the content- 
heavy site run by Kickin’ Country magazine. Give it a chance to grow into 
long pants—the video links are broken, and the “latest news” isn’t—and 
WOC could become a big hit with country’s teen audience. B- 


(www.geocities.com/nashville/2851) |f country has a watchdog, it’s journalist 
Stacy Harris, whose country version of The Drudge Report challenges 
industry brokers “to uphold standards of accountability, credibility, integrity, 
and conscience.” The site eschews gossip for insider's reports (how George 
Jones’ handlers allegedly prepared him for interviews about his DWI arrest) 
and informed opinion (on, for instance, the Country Music Foundation’s 
“abuse of tax exemptions”). “There’s some real anger out there,” Harris says, 
“and I’m tapping into it.” Including, apparently, her own. A~ —Alanna Nash 
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Family 


Astronomy for Kids 
(www.dustbunny.com/afk) If Austin 
Powers’ latest adventure on the 
moon has triggered a sudden 
interest in astronomy in your family, 
fly over to this stellar site for a close- 
up look at that great big beautiful 
sky. The brainchild of computer 
programmer Rick Morris, who 
created the site when he couldn't 
find one that his own kids could 
understand and enjoy, this is a great | 
source of information for school 
projects, reports, and just plain 
daydreaming. Most impressive are 
the detailed, full-color sky maps 
that tell you exactly what to look for 
on specific nights each month. In the 
vast world of cyberspace, this site is 
definitely a star. A 


FAMILY BEST OF BREED 


with a British nanny-like voice 
helping them along, go artistic 
using an on-screen coloring book, 
or follow the pattern of notes 
played on a xylophone. Benny 
Smart, the distributor of such 
children’s programming as The Big 
Comfy Couch, knows its young 
audience. With this site, Smart has 
apparently figured out how to keep 
kids glued to any screen. B+ 


Humphrey’s Counting House 
(www. bennysmart.com/test/humphrey/ 
humphrey2.htmi) Preschoolers will 
love Humphrey, the adorable bear 
who hosts this colorful site. With 
four focused Shockwave activities, 
there's just enough to keep the 
sandbox set interested without 
overwhelming them. Little ones can 
play a simple game of Concentration 


KiDiddles 

(www.kididdles.com) You're in the 
middle of singing “The Green Grass 
Grew All Around” when you 
suddenly forget what's on the 


funschool.com 

(www.funschool.com) School may be out for the 
summer, but here's a site your kids will happily 
want to visit year-round. Simply click ona 

level from preschool to sixth grade and choose 
from dozens of Java-based educational and—we 
promise—fun activities covering all subjects. 
This smart site will have your kids creating their 
own superheroes, recycling, learning which U.S. 
states are which, communicating in sign lan- 
guage, and strengthening their math, science, 
and reasoning skills. It’s home schooling in the 
best sense of the phrase. A 


of all ages can hone their skills 
with simple, easy to follow 
lessons that teach how to draw 
cartoon faces with real 
personality. Starting with the 
basics—eyes, eyelids, mouths, 
and the all-crucial eyebrows— 
San Francisco cartoonist Emmett 
Scott offers step-by-step 
techniques that will have even 
novices creating cool characters. 
These online lessons beat having 
to carpool to yet another after- 
school class. And who knows? You 
just may have the creator of the 
next Pokémon sitting in front of 
your screen.A —Lois Alter Mark 


branch on the limb. To continue 
with “the nest on the branch” and 
catch up on the complete lyrics to 
dozens of other children’s 
favorites, hum your way to this 
song-filled site from Web desiqner 
Terry Kluytmans. It’s no surprise 
that this supersite—offering 
addictive Java games, contests 
with musical prizes, and a chance 
for budding young authors to add 
to a never-ending story—was 
created by a mom. B+ 


Emmett Scott’s 
Cartoon Corner 
(www.cartooncorner.com) Doodlers 


store bigstar.com houses a 
surprisingly large amount of info 
on a surprisingly large number of 
stars: hundreds, in fact, both 
current and classic. For each, 
there's an original bio and 
filmography; impressively, the staff 
even interviews many of them 


Useful 


The Puppy Cam Network 
(www.thepuppycam.com) If you're 
headed to the pound for a pup, 
Puppy Cam lets you scope out the 


scamps before your trip. The dogs— 
and many cats—on display via 
webcam are described in some 
detail, thanks to the folks at eight 
city shelters from Phoenix to 
Buffalo (15 more are set to launch 
this summer). Simultaneously 
sweet and sad. A- 


BidFind 

(www. BidFind.com) eBay, uBid, bidgit, 
4u2Bid.... Flummoxed by multiplying 
online auctioneers? Seek out BidFind, 
which searches through more than 
250 sites for just the item you have in 
mind. VisionNetwork claims that its 
site indexes more than 200,000 
listings for merchandise ranging from 
computer equipment to vacation 
packages to glass beads. In other 
words: lots and lots of lots. A- 


Astrophile 
(www.astrophile.com) This 
division of the online video 


30 


(Hugh Grant, Jennifer Lopez, Liam 


Neeson) as well. A shining shrine to | 


the celluloid set. A- 


Style Experts 
(wwwistylexperts.com) Now, this is 
a style council. Through the 
colorful NYC site, you can make 
contact with an array of fashion 
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| kind of dress should one of the 
bride's, er, heftier bridesmaids 
wear? (Vera Wang has the 
skinny.) Plus more on food, 
entertaining, shopping, 
makeup—all aimed at making 
you hip, happy, and happening. 
B+ —Caren Weiner Campbell 


luminaries and ask them the big 
questions: How do | jazz up my 
wardrobe? (Todd Oldham weighs 
in.) How should | get my hair cut? 
(Hairdresser to the stars Serge 
Normant can answer that.) What 
shape handbag should | carry? 
(Kate Spade will tell you.) What 


Y? The National Forum on People’s Differences 
| (wwwyforum.com) For all the talk about the Web's 
power to bring people together, it’s rare to finda 
community-building tool as unequivocally construc- 
tive as this no-holds-barred O&A forum. Everything 
you wanted to know but were afraid to ask gets tack- 
led here, as curious, courteous users post queries or 
responses on topics ranging from aging (what do re- 
tired people do all day?) to sexuality (is it disrespectful 
for a straight person to go to a gay bar?) to religion 
(why do Muslim women cover their hair?) to race (is 
it considered offensive if a white person calls a black 
person “black”?)—all those things you were taught 
not to bring up in polite company. If you're feeling 
particularly brave, there’s even real-time chat. Thanks 
to the work of creators Phillip Milano and Robin 
Dycus-Milano, this frank discussion of society’s divi- 
sions will leave you feeling oddly optimistic. A+ 
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American Pie, THE PROFOUND 
and ennobling tale of four ra- 
bidly horny high school se- 
niors who try to lose their vir- 


ginity by prom night, looks, at 
a glanee, like modern teen- 
movie repackaging of a very 
that is, 


low and cynical order 


it appears to be a revival of | 


the drooling slapstick raunchi- 
ness of Poricy’s, the low-bud- 
get 1982 hit that was essential- 
ly a dumbed-down, fleshed-out 
Animal House. In one of the 
many scenes that young movie- 
goers will surely be snickering 
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about all summer, Jim (Jason 
Biggs), a hapless putz who 
looks like a junior David 
schwimmer, watches via an 
Internet video hookup as the 
Kastern European exchange 
student (Shannon Elizabeth) 
he has invited over for a 
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~~ FLESH PRINCE Levy 
catches Biggs getting jiggly 
| 2 -with it in American Pie 


“study session” 
lies naked on 
his bed and pro- 
ceeds to plea- 
sure herself to a 
skin magazine. 
ee The scene is 
pure (or should I say impure) 
hormone-soaked farce. The 
girl, who in the 60s would 
have been a Norwegian stew- 
ardess, takes off her top to re- 
veal a pair of extremely en- 
hanced-looking torpedoes. 
Nevertheless, when Jim pops 
into the room, this porno-fold- 
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out bunny surprises him, and 
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the audience, by taking con- 
trol. She orders him to strip, 
too, and then she makes him 
dance. He does, in a series of 
spectacularly grotesque gyra- 
tions. In that moment, he be- 
comes the very thing he was 
pining: for—a piece of meat on 
display—and it was then, 
when the movie had shot past 
pseudo-exploitation and into 
the comedy of sexual role re- 
versal, that I began to laugh. 

Most of the current crop of 
teen hits, like She's All That or 
Never Been Kissed, have, in 
essence, been John Hughes 
nostalgia vehicles, complete 
with jocks, nerds, princesses, 
and makeovers. American Pie 
doesn’t have very memorable 
characters (many of the actors 
look bland enough to star in a 
sitcom based on the movie), 
but it does have a new spirit, a 
frank yet sweet-souled randi- 
ness. It’s pitched to the first 
generation of male and female 
adolescents who have been 
taught, from birth (mostly by 
MTV), to act as sex objects for 
each other, and that’s one rea- 
son that girls, I think, will 
flock to this movie as readily 
as boys. For them, it can repre- 
sent a novel form of voyeurism: 
an amiable peep-show glimpse 
into the outrageousness of the 
male mind. Even the exuber- 
antly smutty sequence in which 
Jim uses a home-baked apple 
pie as a substitute for what 
he’s craving is like a pop en- 
capsulation of the most famous 
scene in Portnoy’s Complaint. 

Instead of launching a labo- 
rious scheme to get laid, the 
heroes fumble in awkward, 
funny, sometimes touching 
ways. Chris Klein, so winning 
as the inarticulate jock candi- 
date in Hlection, here plays a 
lacrosse star who joins the 
choir to win the attentions of a 
square-peg babe (Mena Su- 
varl). Yes, he’s learning to 
“work the sensitive angle,” 
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but as the film portrays it, he’s 


also caught between worlds. 


Jim is merely caught in his 


masturbatory fantasies; he en- | 


dures hilariously mechanical 
lectures on auto-stimulation 
from his ’50s-style dad (Eu- 


gene Levy) and then gets | 


lured into that Internet broad- 
cast, which results in the entire 
school seeing his cup runneth 
over (twice). The bow-tied 
Finch (Eddie Kaye Thomas) 
has, quite literally, the biggest 
reputation around, but be- 
neath his quizzical demeanor 


_ he’s so preoccupied with an 


| 


even lower bodily function 
that he’s barely in the game. 
Like most good teen com- 
edies that never quite tran- 
scend their B-movie roots 
(Fast Times at Ridgemont 
High, Valley Girl), American 
Pie is a lively, disposable hy- 
brid of the sincere and the 
synthetic. The film’s stray 


eross-out gags feel as if they | 


were slapped together in the 
wake of There’s Something 
About Mary (a nasty spiked 
beer sits just waiting to be 
sipped), and some of the more 
charming characters are pure 
cartoon-ville, like the nerd (the 
scene-stealing Alyson Hanni- 
gan) who can’t talk about any- 
thing but band camp yet 
turns out to be even 
lustier than her prom 
date. It reflects a major 
shift in contemporary teen 
culture that the girls in 
American Pie ave as hip 
to sex as the boys. One of 
them, played by the acerbic 
Natasha Lyonne, who's like a 
naughtier Chelsea Clinton, is 
actually too experienced to ex- 
ist within her school circle. 
She’s waiting for everyone 


else to catch up. Sexually | 


speaking, playing catch-up is 
what being a teenager is all 


about, and movies like Ameri- 


can Pie ave, by now, an essen- 
tial part of the ritual. B 


@ FRENCH TWIST Even though the French comedy The Dinner 
Game opens in American art houses July 9 (see review on page 
46), it might wind up as an hors d’oeuvre for writer-director 
Francis Veber’s own remake of the film. In his homeland, the movie 
coasted behind Titanic as the second- 
biggest Gallic grosser of 1998. But whenever 
Hollywood tinkers with one of his sly farces, 
Veber usually comes out smelling like Pepe 
Le Pew: Fathers’ Day, The Toy, Pure Luck, The 
Man With One Red Shoe—all were odorifer- 
ous studio versions of Veber hits. “Some of 
them were good, some were bad, and some 
were very bad,” he admits. Which is why he’s 
cooking up an English-language script of The Dinner Game with 
screenwriter Andy Borowitz (The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air) and 
eyeing Robin Williams and Steve Martin to star. “If | direct it,” 
Veber explains, “it’s just to try to protect it.” Of course, Veber 
tried that before—with 1989’s Three Fugitives, a remake of his 
Les Fugitifs that wasn’t exactly a box office Arc de Triomphe. “It 
was not perfect,” Veber concedes. “What | am telling you now is 
not that | am better than the others. But | know what | want.” 
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@ ‘DAYS’ OF THUNDER Could the next hot trend in action flicks 
be...horse-drawn buggies and hot-air balloons? In the age of 
edgy fare like The Matrix, it’s hard to imagine a remake of Around 
the World in 80 Days, the 1956 romp (and Best Picture Oscar win- 
ner) in which a Victorian gent and his valet go gallivanting around 
the globe. But star Brendan Fraser and 
director Stephen Sommers—who conjured 
up a blockbuster from another 
H / campy relic, The Mummy— 
/ are considering that Laz- 
/ _/ arus act for 80 Days, as 
‘ “long asthe script (still in 
development at Warner 
Bros.) swaps Crabtree 

' & Evelyn frills for Simp- 
* son & Bruckheimer thrills. 
“This movie's really about 
a guy trying to race around the 
world. That’s got to be amped up: It 
should feel like ‘Holy s---! He barely 
made it!” says Sommers. “I liked the 
original as a kid. But | can’t imagine 
you'd find anybody under 30 who'd 
like the movie now. It’s very tame.” 
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BALLOONY TUNE Will Fraser do Days? 
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Grim Neighbors | 


In the chilling Arlington Road, paranoia comes a peers * when Jeff 


4 


Bridges discovers that the folks across the way keep explosive secrets 


THE BUMPER-STICKER FAVORITE | Faraday, though, displays more than a 
“Even Paranoids Have Enemies” is the | layman’s curiosity about his secretive 
high concept for Arlington Road, a topical | neighbors; his academic specialty is, con- 
thriller predicated on the sturdy dramatic | veniently, domestic terrorism, and his late 
notion that the guy next door to you—the | wife was, conveniently, an FBI agent 


one you think is a dangerous w eando— killed during a Ruby Ridge-like shoot-out. 
really is a dangerous weirdo. Of (His graduate-student girlfriend, 


course, since Oklahoma City, para- BAW SEE Brooke, is played by Hope Davis; 
noia has gotten a whole new re- eM Brooke's job is to tell her boy- 
spectability; the movie, originally Jj eff Bridge Ma friend to quit obsessing about his 
slated for release in May, was post- BRAGG) Sites wife or trusting his instincts.) 
poned due to national mourning Fane Directed by Mark Pellington 
following the Columbine High JRRRMIESEE (Going All the Way) from Ehren 
School massacre by boys who ™ Kruger’s script, the movie brightly 
looked only like black-trench-coat-wear- | plays against Robbins’ well-known left- 
ing outcasts, hardly like mass murderers. | wing political activism and Cusack’s well- 
But midway through, this engrossing | known comic off-centeredness by casting 
thriller gets paranoid about really explor- | the two as right-wing extremists. (Rarely 
ing paranoia: Slippery issues about trust, | has Cusack’s endearing smile been so ter- 
parental responsibility, and the inalienable | rifying as when Cheryl surprises Brooke 
American right to personal and political | at a phone booth.) Bridges, though, has a 
freedom are ceded to Hollywood's inalien- | lot of hard lifting to do; rather than play- 
able right to stage high-pitched chase | ing a person, he’s got to play a collection 
scenes and a shocking big finish. of fears, doubts, and reasons to ratchet 
As befits a drama starring Tim Rob- | the tension up. And he does what he can, 
bins, Arlington Road clangs with political | staring fearfully at a computer screen as 
overtones. Robbins and Joan Cusack play | he pieces together clues to Oliver's real 
Oliver and Cheryl Lang, a couple of four- | identity. But when Faraday is speeding 
square, if extremely private, suburban | in his car, chasing after a van that may or 
parents of three, who move into a nonde- | may not be carrying explosives toward 
script house across the street from | the heart of Washington, D.C., he’s not 
Michael Faraday (Jeff Bridges), a wid- | being paranoid—just a soldier in the war 
owed college professor with a young son. | on subtlety. B 


—Ilisa Schwarzbaum 
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TWIST OF PLATE Villeret, Daniel Prevost, Lhermitte, and Francis Huster 


MARIO PUZO 


July 2 of heart failure 
at his Bay Shore, N.Y., 
home at age 78, forever 
changed the way gang- 
sters are portrayed in 
American pop culture. 
His 1969 novel The God- 
father, and the three Godfather movies 
he cowrote with director Francis Ford Cop- 
pola, were such seductive stories that they 
seduced even the Mafia itself. “I left 
that movie stunned,” said the noted 
Mob canary Sammy “The Bull” Gra- 
vano. “I! mean, | floated out of the the- 
ater.... | remember talking to a multi- 
tude of guys, made guys, who felt 
exactly the same way.” 

A heavyset man with large appe- 
tites for food and gambling, Puzo may 
have looked like a gangster, but he 
said that when he wrote the book 
he had never met one—it was all 
research and imagination. Later he 
was introduced to some genuine wise- 
guys, who couldn’t believe he had never 
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cruelly funny French 
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rare that’s never less than a siap-happy meal 


_ Pierre (Thierry Lher- 
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THE LOW-WATT HEROES OF 
Diab and Dumber would be 
welcome at the table in The 


Dinner Game, Francis Veber’s 
broad comedy that proves that 
a talent for feature-length id- 
iot humor is not limite =e 
The Dinner 
Game 


to the Farrelly broth- 
ers. In Veber’s enjoy- 
able forehead smacker 
of a French farce, the | 
smugly sophisticated 


STARRING 
Thierry 
Lhermitte 
LIONS GATE 
UHRATED 


tion, Francois proceeds to dis- 
rupt Pierre’s life, Mr. Bean- 
style, in ever more punishing 
ways, leaving the mocker 
humbled and the mockee with 
his own impervious dignity in- 
tact: A satisfying laugh- 
to-cringe ratio rests on 
the precarious balance 
between earnestness 
and mayhem. And 
these two thick-skinned 


ee ae 


mitte) must find an unsuspect- 
ing dolt to bring to a party, at 
which he and his yuppie-scum 
friends will compete to see 
who has snagged the biggest 


boor. Pierre settles on Fran- | 


cois (Jacques Villeret), a clod 
whose hobby is building mon- 


fools pull it off lustily. 


The veteran farceur Veber, 


who originally wrote The Din- 
ner Game for the stage (the 
French title, Le diner de cons, 


_ more pointedly conveys the 


sense of a gathering of jerks), 
moves his nincompoops around 
with an economy you've got to 


MARIO PUZO, who died © 


MOB TIES Puz 


been one of them. But Puzo, who once 
admitted to a “sympathy for evil,” also 
declared a hatred of violence and insisted 
that real Corleones made him nervous. 

He started The Godfather when he was 
45, $20,000 in debt, with a wife and five kids 
to support. Over the years it sold more than 
21 million copies, and the first two God- 
father films won the 1972 and 1974 Best Pic- 
ture Oscars. Ironically, Puzo never thought 
much of the novel, though as his longtime 
friend, novelist Joseph Heller, says, “I be- 
lieve he got over it.” The monumental suc- 
cess of The Godfather was quite a leap for 
an unpretentious guy who had grown up 
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uments out of matchsticks. 
As is required by econven- 


o all but created the modern gangster 


admire, no matter how jerky 
| the jokes. B LS 
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in Hell’s Kitchen on Manhattan’s West Side. 
He and six siblings were raised by his 
tough, illiterate Italian immigrant mother, 
his model for Vito Corleone. After serving 
inthe Army during World War Il, Puzo real- 
ized his boyhood dream of becoming a 
writer, turning out stories for men’s mag- 
azines and publishing two pre-Godfather 
novels, including what he always said was 
his best work, The Fortunate Pilgrim (1964), 
a richly textured account of Italian immi- 
grants. By the time of his death, Puzo had 
seven titles to his credit and had recently 
finished Omerta, the last of his Mafia tril- 
ogy (with The Godfather and The Last Don), 
which Random House plans to publish 
next summer. Shortly before he died, 
Hollywood was buzzing with talk of 
a possible Godfather IV, though the 
rumors remain unconfirmed. 

Though he lived in New York, Puzo 
opted out of the glitzy literary scene, 
preferring to spend time with his fam- 
ily or play cards with friends when he 
wasn’t working. Heller says that on his 
deathbed, surrounded by those who 
loved him, Puzo’s last words were “l 
never knew dying could be sucha 
social occasion.” —L.S. Klepp, with 
additional! reporting by Dave Karger 
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The Lovers 
Se 


EXTRAVAGANTLY ROMANTIC and 


willfully overblown, THE LOVERS ON 
THE BRIDGE has become legendary 
in film buff-dom not only for its 
unwieldy mix of gorgeousness and 
incoherence but also for its histo- 
ry: Completed nearly a decade ago 
by then-31-year-old French au- 
teur Leos Carax, it has been unre- 
leased in the U.S. until now. 

Surely distributors have stood 
behind far more addled and less 
fascinating artwork than this. Set 
during the French bicentennial of 
1989 when the crumbling Pont 
Neuf, Paris’ oldest bridge, was 
closed for repairs, Lovers chroni- 
cles the mad-passionate romance 
of Michéle, a memory-haunted 
artist losing her eyesight (Juliette 
Binoche), and Alex, a derelict who 
moonlights as a fire-eating street 
performer (Denis Lavant). The 
bridge is their homeless home and 
their bridge to each other. And 
when sparks fly, the sky lights up, 
literally: Carax’s most grandiose 
daredeviltry—besides building a 
replica of the Pont Neuf in the 
south of France—is a sequence in 
which fireworks go off as the lovers 
steal a speedboat and zoom up the 
Seine. At one point, Michéle cavorts 
on water skis. To ask why is, ap- 
parently, to miss the boat. & —LS 


SUSPEND THE NIGHT TOGETHER Binoche takes it to the Bridge 


Broken Vessels 


NEW YORK CITY may havea 
patent on cynicism, but when it 
comes to the glories of cool mis- 
anthropic indifference, Los Ange- 
les still owns the day. In BROKEN 
VESSELS, Tom (Jason London), an 
angel-eyed newcomer to L.A., 
lands a job as a paramedic, riding 
along with a veteran driver who's 
a veritable prince of indiffer- 
ence—the flippantly sociopathic 
Jimmy (Todd Field), who spends 
his days saving lives yet has no 
compunction about stealing, lying, 
feeling up unconscious girls in his 
ambulance, or smoking heroin 
around the clock. 

Scott Ziehl’s first feature, a 
downward-spiraling anti-thrill 
ride, may be an obvious riff on 
| = Repo Man and Trainspotting, but 

My Son the Fanatic it has its own spasms of energy 
Miran 16 min and cruel humor. The movie could 

— have used a wilder protagonist (a 

THE INDIAN ACTOR Om Puri has cliché tragedy from Tom’s past 
one of those faces that’s likea seems to have rendered hima 
road map of suffering. It's no insult mournful kitten), but Todd Field, 
to say that his every pockmark is featured in the upcoming Eyes 
a crater of anguish, and in MY Wide Shut, makes Jimmy a kick to 
SON THE FANATIC, he makes that watch in his aloof depravity. He 
ravagement speak with burnished administers health care with the 
force as Parvez, a Pakistani taxi efficiency of a professional assas- 
driver who has lived for 25 years sin, and that’s the way he pursues 
in the industrial north of England pleasure as well. Like L.A, itself, he 
but discovers that, instead of be- turns hedonism into a threat. As 
coming assimilated, he has grown the duo’s speed-freak neighbor, 
as divided as Hamlet. Parvez, who susan Traylor is like Molly Shan- 
chauffeurs the local hookers, feels non’s parochial-school nerd, only 
comfortable in the muck. He starts twice as unhinged. 6+ —OG 
an affair with one of the prosti- | 
tutes (Rachel Griffiths), and Puri | 
delivers his lines in a deceptive 
singsong—the familiar cadence of 
Indian whimsicality, only here, it’s 
the sound of someone kissing off 
the very world he came from. | 

That world is embodied in all 
its puritan fury by Parvez’s son 
(Akbar Kurtha), who goes to war 
against his father by embracing 
religious fundamentalism. Written 
by Hanif Kureishi, who remains 
best known for his multi-culti 
art-house scripts of the "80s (My 
Beautiful Laundrette, Sammy & 
Rosie Get Laid), My Son the Fanat- 
ic rambles at times, but it shows ae 
anew maturity of vision from a | hia 
writer who has often been blunted | | 
by glibness. This time, his dialogue | 
weeps, quietly. B+ —0G 
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alive to possibility. 


Autumn fale 


HOW LUSCIOUS, how apt, that 
79-year-old French master Eric 
Rohmer completes his quartet 
“Tales of the Four Seasons” with 
AUTUMN TALE—set in the time of 
harvest, of maturity, that reaps 
the filmmaker’s wisdom. Bursting 
with juice, this generous celebra- 
tion of love takes place ina 
French vineyard, where Magali 
(wild-haired Béatrice Romand, 
some three decades after her 
performance in Rohmer’s Claire's 
Knee), a divorcée with a grown 
son, longs for a man but can't 
find one. Meanwhile, the women 
who take it upon themselves to 
help—including Magali’s sophisti- 
cated married friend Isabelle 
(Marie Riviére, from Rohmer'’s 
Summer)—play out their own 
subconscious sexual scenarios in 
the course of introducing suit- 
able candidates. 

As always, Rohmer treasures 
the undervalued glories of dis- 
course and the intimacy of con- 
versation over the obviousness of 
action or sexual display. As always, 
the filmmaker is as perceptive 
about relationships among women 
as between women and men. And 
as always with Rohmer, the physi- 
cal world of earth and grapes, 
cups and dishes, so naturally and 
seemingly casually photographed, 
never appears more vibrant or 
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AMBULANCE CHASERS Vessels’ London and Field go on paramedic alert 
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| simple, irrefutable documentary 


MUPPETS FROM SPAGE (Coliwibic/ 
Henson, 82 mins., G) Gonzo, the 
hook-nosed fur ball who has his 
first starring role here, has always 
been one of the more innocuous 
Muppets, and the movie takes its 
tone from his timid cuteness. It 
turns out that Gonzo Is an expatri- 
ate alien. Having announced, on 
Miss Piggy’s new talk show, that 
there’s a whole other world out 
there, he is kidnapped by a para- 
noid government operative (Jeffrey 
Tambor, snarling neatly), and it’s up 
to his fellow cloth-heads to break 
into a secret laboratory and save 
him. The Muppets were once devil- 
ish and sly, but this ploddingly 
whimsical musical caper, which 
uses too many ‘70s soul songs to 
signify its rainbow-demographic 
ered, is enough to make you want 
to see them get slapped around by 
the Teletubbies (at this point, a far 
funkier crew). G —OG 


REGRET TO INFORM (Artistic Li- 
cense, 72 mins., unrated) Barbara 
Sonnenborn was 24 in 1968 when 
her first husband, Jeff Gurvitz, was 
killed in combat in Vietnam. Inter- 
cutting her pilgrimage to the site of 
his death some two decades later 
with testimony from other Ameri- 
can and Vietnamese widows of that 
complex, utterly Pyrrhic conflict, 
sonnenborn makes a sweeping, 


about the ineffable tragedy of war 
anytime, anyplace. In this case, 
it’s a struggle set in a lush, green 
corner of Southeast Asia, photo- 
eraphed misty and gentle in con- 
temporary repose. (Contrast this 
“feminine,” left-leaning documen- 
tary with the “masculine,” right- 
leaning Return With Honor tor an 
efficient, yin-yangish, postmodern 
Vietnam education.) The director 
was fortunate to find such eloquent 
women to animate what is essen- 
tially a generic pacifist lament. Her 
film, which was nominated for 
a 1998 Academy Award, is also 
ereatly enhanced by Todd Boekel- 
heide’s wafting East-meets-West, 
bridge-to-peace score. B+ —LS 


AUSTIN POWERS: THE SPY WHO 
SHAGGED ME (95 mins., PG-12) A 
mixed bag, baby. Austin, the tran- 
scendently embarrassing Carnaby 
Street “swinger,” hasn't worn out 
his welcome, but he has outlived his 
novelty. B G90, June 18) —OG 


BIG DADDY (90 mins., PG-12) Adam 
Sandler plays an underachiever 
who befriends a 45-year-old tyke. 
The two wander the streets and 
parks of Manhattan, where Sandler 
teaches the kid to pee on walls and 
trip Rollerbladers. This sounds like 
the sort of bogus concept that so 


CRITICAL MASS 


THE OTHER WHITE MEAT Ray Liotta sizes up Muppets’ Miss Piggy 


many former SNL comics have 
gotten stuck in. Unlike, say, Chevy 
Chase, though, Adam Sandler real- 
ly isa kid. Much of Big Daddy looks 
like it was made up on the spot, but 
Sandler, with his bad-dog eager- 
ness to get caught in the act of mis- 
behaving, pulls you through it. 
B= (#491/492, June 25/July 2) —OG 


BUENA VISTA SOGIAL GLUB (70: 
mins. G) Wim Wenders directed 
this documentary about the great, 
venerable pop musicians of the sov 
de Cuba. movement. The portrait 
of their lives is perfunctory, but 
the music slithers and spangiles. 
B- (#489, June 11) —OG 
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Critical Mass Movie Poll: Grade the movies yourself at www.ew.com (AOL keyword: EW) 


JUL ¥ 1h; Tessa 


THE GENERAL'S DAUGHTER (i738 
mins. &) When a military thriller 
takes off from the murder of a 
comely officer whose nude corpse 
has been left, roped and spread-ea- 
ele, out on the base, you know that 
the filmmakers have something on 
their minds besides justice. John 
Travolta, as the Army officer in 
charge of the case, appears more 
bullnecked than ever, and his abra- 
sive performance matches his look: 
[t’s as if he’d been pumped up with 
hot air. CG (#495, July 9) —OG 


AN IDEAL HUSBAND (97 mins., PG- 
13) An enjoyable, lustrously shot 
revamping of Osear Wilde’s play 
about the interlocked manners 
of love and deception. Rupert 
Everett plays Wilde’s (heterosex- 
ual) stand-in, who says out loud 
what no one else will. Jeremy 
Northam is a politician blackmailed 
by the treacherous Mrs. Chevely 
(Julianne Moore). As couples pair 
off, there's such a tidy sense of clo- 
sure that the film just seems to 
get smaller. All that lingers is 
Everett’s highly civilized voice of 
anarchy. B G40, June 18) —OG 


NOTTING HILL (222 mins., PG-13) 


Famous American movie star 
Julia Roberts plays a famous Amer- 
ican movie star wooed by a British 
bookseller played by famous (but 
not quite as famous) British movie 
star Hugh Grant in this winningly 
optimistic romantic fantasy, A- 
(#487, May 258) LS 


THE RED VIOLIN (720 mins., wn- 
rated) An odd, piquant tale about 
a special violin that makes its way 
around the world over S00 years, 
ending up in the hands of Samuel 
L. Jackson, Everyone who touch- 


ee 
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DreamWorks 


Unable to reacha 
satisfactory financing 
agreement, Spielberg, 


Katzenberg, and Geffen 
have scrapped plans 


to build its reported 
$250 million movie studio 
at Playa Vista in L.A. 


Drew Barrymore 


In an era when movie- 
star production deals 


are fading, Fox 2000 has 
renewed its first-look 
pact with Barrymore’s 
Flower Films for 
another two years. 


es the instrument, of course, has 
a baroquely tragic story to tell. 
B (#490, June 1a) —LSs 


RUN LOLA RUN (87 mins, R) A mad- 
ly spinning top of a movie. Its bur- 
bling techno soundtrack never 
stops, and neither does the heroine, 
Lola (Franka Potente), a Berlin 
punk who has just 20 minutes to 
come up with 100,000 marks. The 
film plays out three versions of her 
pavement-pounding odyssey. In 
each case, the tiniest shifts in a 
character’s mood produce hair-trig- 
ger changes in decision, action, out- 
come. What's as remarkable as di- 
rector Tom Tykwer’s cinematic 
gaumesmanship is the way he traces 
the anatomy of feeling in Lola. 
A (#491/492, June 25/July 2) —OG 


SOUTH PARK: BIGGER, LONGER & 
UNCUT (88 mins., R) Omigod, an 
animated feature starring foul- 
mouthed characters made of con- 
struction paper turns out to be the 
funniest, most risk-taking, most in- 


cisive movie of the summer. Most | 


action-packed, too: Kyle, Stan, and 
Cartman repeat the outrageous 
obscenities they learned from an 
R-rated movie and suddenly war 
breaks out, while Kenny, dead and 
in hell, watches Satan bicker with 
his insensitive bedmate, Saddam 
Hussein. More heaven: The in- 
spired musical numbers brilliantly 
honor/parody the conventions of 
Broadway and Disney show tunes. 
A- (#493, July 9) —iS 


STAR WARS: EPISODE I—THE PHAN- 
TOM MENACE (720 mins., PG) Some 
of it is fun, but the main struggle 
you see is that of George Lucas 
fighting to give everyone in 

the galaxy their money's worth. 
B= (#486, May 21) —OG 


SUMMER OF SAM (736 mins., R) 
spike Lee noisily attempts to place 
the hunt for real-life serial killer 
David Berkowitz, who terrorized 
New York in the summer of 1977, 
at the center of a hotheaded socio- 
logical fantasy linking disco glitz, 
punk rebellion, ethnic insularity, 
sexual craving, and sizzling heat 
into one rattling chain of urban 
hysteria. John Leguizamo plays an 
Italian-American guy who cheats 
on his wife (Mira Sorvino). Adrien 
Brody stands out as a paisan 
whose new punk style alienates his 
former pals. C (#493, July 9) —LS 


TARZAN (88 mins., G) One of the 
ereat virtues of Disney's most ele- 
gant animated “classic” in years is 
how blessedly sermon-free this zip- 
py retelling of Edgar Rice Bur- 
roughs’ ripping 1914 yarn is. Love- 
ly voicing by Tony Goldwyn and 
Minnie Driver as Tarzan and Jane, 
along with Rosie O'Donnell and 
Wayne Knight as animal sidekicks, 
more than makes up for the eener- 
ic thump-a-dum-dum drum-and- 
reverb songs by Phil Collins. 
A- (#491/492, June 25/July 2) —LS 


WILD WILD WEST (107 mins., PG-13) 
A would-be blockbuster that fig- 
ures out how to go thud more often 
than anything since Hudson Hawk. 
Once again, director Barry Sonnen- 
feld (Men in Black) has made an 
overscaled theme park of a movie, 
only this one is straitjacketed by 
the overfamiliarity of its Old West 
setting. As James West, Will Smith 
acts so cool and invulnerable that 
he’s in danger of becoming an au- 
tomaton of attitude. There is one 
nifty special effect—a giant me- 
chanical tarantula that stalks Mon- 
ument Valley. After a while, it 
starts to seem the very spirit of the 
modern blockbuster, a trash heap of 
eye candy tromping everything in 
its path. D+ (#493, July 9) —OG 


Morereviews at www.ew.com 
(AOL keyword: EW) 
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E Salma Hayek and Smith prepare to battle baddies 


‘WILD WILD’ BEST 


HILE WILL SMITH may retain his title as the July 4th 
weekend’s undisputed champ, he didn’t land his best shot 
this time. Yes, Wild Wild West's 336.4 million four-day tal- 


ly was good enough for the top spot, especially considering its crit- 
ical pounding. But the movie fell short of Big Willie’s previous July 
4th knockout punches—1997’s Men in Black and 1996’s Indepen- 
dence Day snagged $51.1 million and $50.2 million, respectively, over 
the same period. The Western’s biggest rookie threat came from 
the R-rated South Park: Bigger, Longer & Uncut, which raked in 
514.8 million despite playing in 1,214 fewer theaters and (presum- 


ably) being off-limits to much of the show’s underage fan base. 


1 WILD WILD WEST Warner Bros. 
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ILL USTAATION BF 


Enter the Dragon 


At long last, The WB airs Buffy’s controversial season finale—and the 
graduation-day bloodbath earns high honors. by Ken Tucker 


THIS WEEK, THE GUARD- 


ians of television have deemed | 


it appropriate for us to see, fi- 
nally, the season finale of Buffy 
the Vampire Slayer. The epi- 
sode—the conclusion of a two- 
parter entitled “Graduation 
Day’—was yanked by The 
WE in the wake of April’s Lit- 
tleton shootings because, a 


press release from network 
CEO Jamie Kellner stated, 
“the timing of the finale coin- 
cided with the over 35,000 
combined junior high, high 
school, and college graduation 
ceremonies being conducted 
nationally.” The implication: 
Airing the show on its original 
May 25 date might have in- 


ROBERTO PARADA 


spired copycat vio- 
lence. The finale plot 
turns on the transfor- 
mation of the town 
mayor into a gigantic 
lizard monster, with 
the student body uniting to 
defend itself against this crea- 
ture. Yeah, theve’s an incite- 
ment to real-life violence. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


THE WB 

Buffy the 

Vampire 
Slayer 
8-9 PM 
TUESDAYS 


The WB’s pusillanimous 
decision aside, the finale, 
when combined with its first 
part (both written and direct- 
ed by series creator Joss 
Whedon), is intensely satisfy- 
ing. This week’s hour is, in- 
evitably, action oriented; the 
whole season has built to this 
mae all-stops-out show- 

down between Sarah 

Michelle Gellar’s grim, 

heartbroken Buffy and 

Harry Groener’s often 

= hilarious yet grue- 
somely sadistic mayor of Sun- 
nydale. We fans also knew 
that this episode would have 


| to provide a suitably romantic 
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exit for Buffy’s brooding vam- 
pire boyfriend, Angel (David 
Boreanaz), since that charac- 
ter is being given his own se- 
ries come fall. 

“Graduation Day, Part 2” 
pays off on all counts and a | 
few more. The mayor dis- | 
patches an army of demons to 
decimate the Sunnydale stu- 
dent body, with a strict admo- 
nition: “And boys? Let’s 
watch the swearing.” This 
joke serves as Whedon’s quick 
wink and sneer at the pop-cul- 
ture witch-hunters (and net- 
work CEOs) who are intent 
on keeping TV entertainment 
as toothless as possible. 

But nearly everyone gets to 
bare his or her fangs here. 
Angel, near death after being 
speared by a poison-tipped ar- 
row shot by renegade vam- 
pire slayer Faith (Eliza Dush- 
ku), will live only if he drains 
the blood of a slayer, and, in a 


and erotic, Buffy insists that 
that blood be her own. Whe- 
don has a gift for gothic 
tragedy laced with hard- 
boiled dialogue. “I’m talking 
about watching my lover die,” 


waffling watcher, Wesley 
(Alexis Denisos), in the May 
18 first part—a bold declara- 
tion that must have left many 
young female viewers cheer- 
ing tearily. Similarly, in this 
concluding episode, Angel 
tells Buffy huskily: “I’m not 


just gonna go.” 

The May 18 show was 
highlighted by the creepy re- 
lationship between the may- 
or and Faith—part father- 
daughter, part Humbert- 
Lolita. In this week’s show, 
we almost literally lose our 
Faith—she’s lying in a coma 
for most of the episode, but 


@ GETTING THE SUDS OUT If Dawson’s 


last season (what with Dawson going on 
a drinking jag, his dad going after a 
younger woman, Pacey’s girlfriend, Andie, 
doing wacko, and the teens’ hangout going 
up in flames), fear not. As the show heads 
into its second full season, the plan is to 
go back to its less melodramatic roots. 

“it will definitely return to a first- 
season sensibility,” promises WB executive VP Jordan Levin. “Daw- 
son will have something to say instead of the cast reacting to 
bigger-than-life plots.” 

Gone is creator Kevin Williamson, who, besides his movie work 
(Scream), has created ABC’s new drama Wasteland. Although it’s 
unusual for a creator to leave a show so early inits run, Williamson’s 
hectic life was taking its toll. “I was starting to crash and burn,” 
he says. “It’s best I’m not part of it this year.” He too feels the show 
was getting “too soapy,” something he says he never intended. 


"DAWSON’S CREEK’ 


JuCcY 16, 8 88 


scene that is at once squirmy | 


Buffy had said tersely to her | 


gonna say goodbye.... I’m | 


Creek seemed more like Melrose Place | 


there’s a brilliant, tender 
dream sequence in which 
Buffy imagines them as allies 
once more. Again and again, 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer— 
whether it’s in the friendship 
between Buffy and Willow 
(Alyson Hannigan), the bond 
between Buffy and her moth- 
er (Kristine Sutherland), or 
the competition between But- 
fy and Faith—demonstrates 
relationships between women 
in rich, complex ways that 
television rarely takes the 
time to ponder. 


tle is suitably gaudy, as over- 
the-top as the first part of 
“Graduation Day” was grace- 
ful and emotional. The final 
moment is a little glib. “We 
survived,” says werewolf boy 
Oz (Seth Green). Buffy 
agrees: “It was a hell of a bat- 
tle.” Oz demurs. “Not the bat- 
tle—high school.” 

Viewed another way, how- 
ever, “Graduation Day, Part 
2” is brilliantly open-ended. 
What will Buffy, Willow, Oz, 
and Xander (Nicholas Bren- 
don) do post-high school? 
Who, if anyone, will become 
Buffy’s love interest? If Buffy 
will no longer take orders 
from Wesley and the Watch- 
ers Council, what is the role 
of her former, better watcher, 
Giles (Anthony Stewart 
Head)? Let’s face it, when it 
comes to Buffy, we're protec- 
tive: We are all watchers. 
Grade for the entire season: A 


I don’t want to give away 
too much of the rock-’em- 
sock-'em climax. The mayor 
undergoes his long-awaited 
“ascension —he consumes a 
box of vile-looking supernat- 
ural insects that transform 
him into an all-powerful mon- 
ster (I was sad to see Groen- 
er, who's been so exemplarily 
snide, go)—and the final bat- 


As for life without Dawson, he expects some withdrawal. “It'll be 
hard,” he admits. “But I’m never too far away.” Paul Stupin remains 
as exec producer, with Alex Gansa (Maximum Bob) and Tammy 
Ader (Party of Five) helping to fill the void left by Williamson. 

Of course, while trying to stay the keeping-it-real course, they'll 
have to find a way to write in teenybopper Britney Spears, who’s 
set to splash into the Creek this season. Maybe aspiring director 
Dawson will start shooting music videos. 


m@ DO AS! SAY, NOT AS | DID So USA Networks Inc. head Barry Dil- 
ler wants Jerry Springer to clean up his act or he'll sell the show. 
Funny thing is, it’s Diller himself who paved the way for Springer’s 
raunch. While building Fox TV, the then chairman of Fox Inc. broke 
the rules of conventional TV with taste-challenged sitcoms (Mar- 
ried...With Children), sexy game shows (Studs), trailer-trash 
fisticuffs (Cops), and tabloid fodder (A Current Affair). tt was only 
a matter of time before Springer was spawned. Diller’s sudden 
rectitude brings to mind the scene from Casablanca in which Cap- 
tain Renault closes down Rick’s bar, say- 
ing he’s “shocked, shocked to find that 
gambling is going on,” while pocketing his 
winnings. Diller and Studios USA declined 
to comment on the Springer situation. 

Alas, if Springer’s antics continue to 
irk the flip-flopping Diller, then Jerry just 
might find that the problems of a talk- 
show host don’t amount to a hill of beans 
inthis crazy business of TV. @ 
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KeepingawatchonTV byBruceFretts 


Joe Mantegna puts a new spin on Spenser, 
Robert B. Parker’s best-selling Boston PI 


OBERT B. PARKER 
doesn’t want to bad- 
mouth Spenser: For 
Hire, the 1985-88 
ABC drama based 
i .on his best-selling 


mysteries. “It was good to | 


me,” the endearingly gruff 
writer growls from his home 
in Massachusetts. “I thought 


it was a pretty good television 


now EVERY SINGLE NIGHT Qetvpt 


monday 7/12 


tuesday 7/13 


julian lennon poison 


wednesday 7/14 


‘f= 
a 


show, but that’s sort of like 
being the tallest building in 
Keokuk, lowa.” 

He's consider ably higher on 
Small Vices (AGE, July 18, 8- 
10 p.m.), the first in a series of 
new Spenser TV movies that 
promise to remain more faith- 
ful to the books. Parker 
penned the script (based on 
his 1997 novel, in which our 


thursday 7/15 


fleetwood mac 


Clapton & Friends Crossroads Concent 


| hero probes the murder of a 


john mellencamp 


rich eoed) and had a voice in 
casting. Joe Mantegna (The 
Rat Pack) replaces Robert 
Urich as Spenser—no first 
name—the streetwise, book- 
smart Boston PI. “People 
have said, “Where’s Robert?’” 
says Parker. “Well, that was 


then, this is now. We're trying | 


to reinvent the franchise.” 

So far, they’re succeeding. 
Mantegna brings a lighter, 
more whimsical touch to the 
role than the ploddingly ear- 
nest Urich did. “Joe had read 
the books before we ever 
talked about this, and he un- 
derstands the character,” says 
Parker. “He nailed the part.” 

Vices also hits home in its 
depiction of Spen- 
ser’s relationship 
with his live-in girl- 
friend, psychologist 
@ Susan Silverman 
(Marcia Gay Har- 
den, taking over for 
Barbara Stock). 
Readers will appre- 
| ciate the movie's at- 
| tention to detail, like 
when these gour- 
mands use food prep 
as foreplay, with 
| their flirtatious ban- 
ter in the kitchen 


to the bedroom, 
Says Parker, “Net- 


friday 7/16 


harry chapin 


2 1995 Viacom Iniermnationa 


inevitably leading : 


PARKER 


work television's idea of sex 
is a back rub.” 

Parker is clearly more com- 
fortable on cable—A&E has 
given him the kind of creative 
freedom he never had with 
ABC, On Spenser: For Hire, 
“Tread every script and made 
suggestions, but no one paid 
any attention,” he recalls. “I 
knew they weren't going to, 
but I got paid to do it.” The 
money doesn’t flow so freely 
from AGE, but Parker doesn’t 


| mind: “Networks pay more, 


saturday 7/17" 


eric melipion 
& friends 
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but they also f--- with it more.” 
One downside of filming on 
a tighter budget is that unlike 
Spenser: For Hire, Vices had 
to use Toronto as a substitute 
for the more pricey Boston. 
Explains Parker, “We can get 
a lot more movie on the screen 
for the same money there.” As 
aresult, Bean Town won't play 
a major role in AGE’s Spenser 
movies (the next, Thin Air, 
starts shooting in October). 
Other elements from the 
books do appear, however, like 
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Spenser’s brooding sidekick, 
Hawk (Shiek Mahmud-Bey, 
stepping in for Avery Brooks), 
Mob boss Gino Fish (Vincent 
Guastaferro), and sultry attor- 
ney Rita Fiore (Laila Robins). 
And watch for Parker in a 
cameo as shadowy operative 
Ives. Teases the novice thes- 
pian, “Did the term ‘towering 
performance’ come to mind?” 

Not quite, although Parker 
has an impressively polished 
screen presence. Still, it’s not 
like he has the time to pursue 
an acting career, what with 
writing the Spenser novels 
and TV movies, launching a 
future A&E film franchise 
based on his Jesse Stone mys- 
teries, and creating a female 
detective, Sunny Randall, 
whom Helen Hunt hopes to 
play in a series of features 
(the first Sunny book, Family 
Honor, comes out Sept. 7). 
Who does this guy think he 
is—Stephen King? “Now that 
he’s injured,” Parker chuckles 
darkly about the writer’s re- 
cent roadside accident, “may- 
be I can catch up to him.” 


Morereviews at www.ew.com 
(AOL keyword: EW) 


SOUND BITES 


LOSER OF THE WEEK 


‘CBS Evening 
News’ 


Viewers said they’d (Dan) 
Rather not to the Eye 
newscast, which lost 12 
el-]mel-lalm@e) Mi e-w- ll lel (tale 
this past spring, keeping 
im lemarlineme)icle-Belcliliale 
NBC and ABC. 


WINNER OF THE WEEK 


‘This Week’ With 
Sam and Cokie 


An appearance by Minne- 
sota’s Gov. Jesse Ventura 


lifted the Sunday newsmag 
past rival Meet the Press 
for the first time since 
April 1998. Who says 
wrestling is lowbrow? 


THE RATINGS 


FRINGE BENEFITS 


HILE THE networks are knee- 
deep in prime-time reruns, the 
morning and late-night wars 
continue to rage. NBC’s Today (ist) tops 
the early birds, outdrawing Good Morn- < 
ing America (2nd) by 1.5 million viewers. ay, 
But the gap could narrow later this \ 

year, when both CBS’ This Morning (5th) | 
(which relaunches in November with 
host Bryant Gumbel) and GMA unveil 
street-level studios. In late night, NBC’s 
Tonight Show (ist) maintains dominance over CBS’ Late Show 
(5rd), while the continued success of wrestling on cable bodes 
well for UPN, which will unleash WWF Smackdown! this August. 


TOP 10 EARLY AM SHOWS 


9.5 TODAY NBC, weekdays, 7 QM. io. cccccc cc ccccccecvaveccccteces 
5.8 GOOD MORNING AMERICA ABC, weekdays, 7 am. .........002005- 
5.6 SUNDAY TODAY NBC, Sunday, 8 a.m. .........0c0cccceecccevcnes 
5.4 SUNDAY MORNING CBS, Sunday, 9 a.m. .......0.00022.-004.. iNite-s 
2.3 THIS MORNING CBS, weekdays, 7:18 Qm. .. 20... cece cece 
1.4 FOX NEWS SUNDAY Fox, Sunday, 9 Gm. 2... cc cee cece eee cease 
1.5 CBS NEWS SATURDAY MORNING CBS, Saturday, 9 a.m. ............ 
1.1 ABC WORLD NEWS THIS MORNING ABC, weekdays, G6 a.m. .......... 
1.0 NBC NEWS AT SUNRISE NBC, weekdays, 6:30 a.m. ........-..00-5. 
0.8 CBS MORNING NEWS CBS, weekdays, 6 a.m. ......022. 0000000 cee 


CO eee ee ee ee 2 ae ee 


6.3 THE TONIGHT SHOW WITH JAY LENO NBC, Tues. & Thurs., 11:35 p.m, 
4.4 NIGHTLINE ABC, weeknights, 11:35 pam... 2.000050 c ec cee eww aes 
3 3.5 LATE SHOW WITH DAVID LETTERMAN CBS, weekn ights, 11:35 p.m. .. 
2.7 POLITICALLY INCORRECT ABC, weeknights, 12:05 am. ............ 
2.6 LATE NIGHT WITH CONAN O'BRIEN NBC, Tues. & Thrs., 12:37 am... 
1.5 THE LATE LATE SHOW WITH CRAIG KILBORN CBS, weeknights, 12:37 a.m. 
13° LATER NBC, Tues. & Thurs., 1:36 Gam... 0 ccc ccc cues vacces 


TOP 15 CABLE SHOWS 


7.4 WWF WRESTLING USA, Monday, 10 p.m... . 2... oo cee eee 
6.9 WWF WRESTLING USA, Monday, 9 p.m... 0... eee ee es 
5.2 NASCAR WINSTON CUP ESPN, Sunday, 4:39 TMG sie cckislsicis a letsstaeelee 
4.4 WWE WRESTLING USA, Sunday, 7 p.m. .......... 0. cece nce eecene 
4.2 WCW THUNDER TBS, Tharsday, 9:05 pom. 22... ee ee cc cc eee ee 
41 THE REAL WORLD Vill MTV, Tuesday, 10 p.m. ......2 2.0000 c cee ee 
4.0 MOVIE: JUDGMENT DAY—THE ELLIE NESLER STORY USA, Wed., 8:59 p.m. 
5.8 WCW MONDAY NITRO LIVE! TNT, Monday, 8pm. .............205- 
5.5 FRANKLIN Nickelodeon, Monday, 1:30 pm. ......0..0.00 cece e es 
3.4 WCW MONDAY NITRO LIVE! TNT, Monday, 10 DAN iin! eroh ain oem bibiere se 
5.3 MOVIE: THE MORRISON MURDERS (R) USA, Tuesday, 9 pm. ....2... 
5.2 FRANKLIN Nickelodeon, Monday, noon .........00. 0000 ccc cee 
5.1 RUGRATS Nickelodeon, Sunday, 10 am. 2... 2.6.00 ccc cee cece ee 
2.9 WCW THUNDER TBS, Thursday, 8:05 pam. .. 2.2.0.0 000. c cece ee ceee 


2.6 SUNDAY MOVIE: A WOMAN SCORNED—THE BETTY BRODERICK STORY .. 
Lifetime, Sunday, 4 p.m. 


TODAY’S CATCH Matt 
Lauer and Katie Couric 


“IN MILLIONS WEEK OF JUNE 21-27, 1909 
(AR) RERUN SOURCE: NIELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH 
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Humble footsoldiers 
in the employ of the,Almighty 


USAS= 


Series Premiere July 18th at 8o0m/7c TWORK 


Li -Us 


WHAT tcWATCH 


A day-to-day guide to notable programs. Times are Eastern daylight and are subject to change. by Mike Flaherty 
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THAT °70S SHOW (Fox, 
TV-PG-L) Happy Days’ 
Marion Ross guest- 
stars in “Grandma’s 
Dead,” which finds a 
luckless Eric blaming 
himself for her demise. 


EVERYBODY LOVES 
RAYMOND (CBS, TV- 
PG-D) Ray decides he 
needs more space in 
| bed. Until he realizes 


wJPM 

THE HOLLYWOOD 
FASHION MACHINE 
(American Movie Clas- 
sics, TV-PG) The man 
behind many a classic 
Tinseltown profile, Max 
Factor, gets one himself. 


10-11Pm 

CURSE OF THE BLAIR WITCH (Sci-Fi Channel, Tv- 
14) Sure, this fictional prelude to the upcoming 
horror flick The Blair Witch Project (filmmakers 
Joshua Leonard and Heather Donahue, above) is 
basically an extended promo, but we’ll forgive 
anything audacious enough to invoke butchered 
search parties, scrawled pagan symbols, and 
dililepetarclersl lami limes Mu is lek-yelelaie-clal-lellly\m-telme) tis 
dog teeth on their legs. B+ —Daniel Fierman 


_ THREE THE HARD WAY 
(The Movie Channel, R) 
Mikael Salomon’s Hard 


JAG (CBS, TV-PG-L) Mac 
agonizes over a death- 
bed reconciliation with 


her drunk, absent dad, Rain (1998), John Woo’s 
while Harm goes under Hard Boiled (1992), and 
the laser to cure his Paul Thomas Anderson’s 
night blindness. (R) Hard Eight (1996) are 
okay, but (duh!) where’s 


P.O.V. (PBS, TV-G) Cor- 
pus: A Home for Selena, 


Three the Hard Way? 


dt ae NE eh Se 
SCAREDY CATS 


how willing Debrais to 


give it to him. (R) 


FREQUENT FLYER 
(ABC, TV-PG-S) Jack 
Wagner flies the really 
friendly skies in this TV 
movie about an airline 
pilot with three wives in 


| three cities. (R) 


MERCHANTS OF 
DEATH (Discovery 
Channel) No, not a pro- 
file of Fox’s reality-show 
producers, but a Steve 
Kroft-narrated look at 
cagey arms dealer 
Sarkis Soghanalian. 


FATAL TWISTERS: A 
SEASON OF FURY 
(HBO, TV-PG-V) The Am- 
erica Undercover docu 
surveys the damage of 
1997-98’s tornado crop. 


"FROM THE EARTH. 


aims to place the tejano 
superstar in a sociocul- 
tural context. 


“CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 


THE REAL WORLD 
(MTV, TV-14) Ruthie 
tanks up and takes it off 
in a mortifying table 
dance for the gang’s 
boss’s girlfriend. 


8-10pPm* 

NOVA (PBS, TV-PG-L) Candid analysis of events 
like Apollo 1’s deadly 1967 launchpad fire mesmer- 
izes in “To the Moon,” a chronicle of space travel’s 
early years. Although its subject isn’t new, this in- 


stallment (airing in time for the 30th anniversary 
of Neil Armstrong’s “one small step”) uses com- 
puter simulations, news footage, and astronaut 
interviews to ensure that you don’t need to bea 
rocket scientist (or Tom Hanks) to appreciate how 


NASA got it done. A- —Joshua Rich 


"CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 


TRATION BY DAVID COWLES 


The 


Gue 
List 


Look Who’s on The 
Couch This Week 


(SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 


WILLIE NELSON 


E Monday Harry Hamlin, 
Macy Blizabeth Mastr antonio Tuesday Tony 
Danza, Miss Piggy Wednesday Wendie Malick 
Friday Musical guest Tatyana Ali 


VU a] LPaF 


CONAN O’BRIEN Monday Andie MacDowell (R) 
Tuesday Chris Rock Thursday Comedian 
Dwayne Perkins Friday Musical guests 
Emmylou Harris with Gillian Welch and 
David Rawlings 


) Monday Rupert Everett, musical 
guest Tim McGraw Tuesday Andie MacDowell 
Wednesday Omar Epps Thursday Joey Lauren 
Adams, musical guest Sarah McLachlan 


DLITICALL +! Monday Natasha 
Lyonne, Tara Reid, Jason Biggs, Alyson Han- 
nigan Tuesday Wendie Malick, Edwin McCain 


sE Tuesday Willie Nelson, Peter 
Coyote 


HI L Monday Julia Roberts, Hugh 
ask mite guests Boyzone (R) Tuesday 
Martha Stewart, Derek Jeter (R) Wednesday 
Steve Martin, Anna Paquin (R) Thursday Su- 
san Sarandon, Henry Winkler (R) Friday 
Roberto Benigni, musical guests Blondie (R) 


N Monday Dustin Hoffman 
( R) eintiy Sandra Bullock (R) Wednesday 


Julia Roberts (R) Thursday Helen Hunt, musi- 


cal guests Hole (R) Friday Steve Martin (R) 
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NOUS 1 ha bak 


i TO 4U 
8 EST B-96m 
7 | = : WORLD’S WILDEST 
n & 9-11pm* POLICE VIDEOS (Fox, TV- 
a 7-7:30pPm THE GREAT BALLOON RACE 14-V) Does it get any better 
THE WORST WITCH (HBO, (PBS, TV-PG) Jules Verne’s than an entire episode de- 
=> | | TV-Y7) That’s Mildred Hub- fantasy becomes reality in voted to drunk drivers!? 
Lud ble, the aspiring spellbinder | Bertrand Piccard and Brian 
and protagonist of Jill Mur- | Jones’ 1999 historic circum- 8-10pm 
oad phy’s children’s novels, here | navigation of the globe. BED OF ROSES (ABC, TV- 
Lu | adapted for the tube. "CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS PG) Christian Slaterisawid- Ea 
| i , owed exec-turned-florist 
a | 9§-9:30Pm who showers Mary Stuart 
THE DREW CAREY SHOW Masterson with company 8-9pm* 
(ABC, TV-14-L) Loveline’s swag in the 1996 romance. EVENING AT POPS (PBS, 


TV-G) There are few stars 


Diane Farr trades one set of 
crotch-scratching buffoons 
for another when she guests 
as Oswald, Drew, and Lewis’ 
new crush. (R) 


9-9:30Ppm who can match the charm, 
FRASIER (NBC, TV-PG) Call or the lung capacity, of the 
it The Best of Frasier, "98-99: inimitable Danny Kaye, 

Pera 7 Christine Baranski stars as whose work is honored in 
SEASON PREMIERE k a claws-out radio shrink with BBRaeice lh asec ns 


i 
=. ok 
a. 


about the prison drama’s third season commencing on CELEBRITY DEATHMATCH perfect man for the job, 
Bastille Day, no? Of course, the dementia doesn’t stop (MTV, TV-14-DV) The Three hearing those songs only 
there, as a revenge-minded Beecher returns to Em City Stooges try to knock the serves to prove that Kaye’s 
and McManus closes in on Nazi-friendly hack Metzger just vibrato out of the Three talent remains unmatched. 
as he’s beset by an obnoxious new guard (Kristin Rohde, Tenors in a particularly in- B- —Eileen Clarke 
above right with Edie Falco) with a creepy agenda. A- spired main event. "CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 


some issues of her own. (R) while tonight's featured : 
10-11pm performer, Nathan Lane 2 
OZ (HBO, TV-MA) There’s something dementedly fitting 10:30pm (above), wouldappearthe §& 


ddd 


HSL THO tS 


"Flat out the season's best new hour of weekly drama..." 
—Howard Rosenberg, The Los A ngeles Times 


* 
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NEW SEASON PREMIERES AUGUST 15TH 


"The best new drama series this season." 
—Viewers for Quality Television 


SUNDAYS 10PM ET/PT 


www.lifetimetv.com 


© 1994 Léetene Entertainment Senices 


THE LAST DAYS OF 
DISCO (Sundance Chan- 
nel, R) Whit Stillman’s 
heady alternative to last 
summer's 54 stars Kate 
Beckinsale and Chloe Se- 
vigny as two increasingly 
jaded hotties navigating 
the wilds of club land. 


MARY JANE COLTER: 
HOUSE MADE OF DAWN 
(PBS, TV-G) Who? Exactly. 
A tribute to the turn-of- 
the-century architect and 


LAW & ORDER (NBC, TV- 
14) Whaddaya know, the 
corpse found by Briscoe 
and Curtis belongs toa 
Baltimore-based fed: Yup, 
it’s Homicide crossover 
time. (R; part 1 of 2.) 


10-11Pm NOON-SPM 

NASH BRIDGES (CBS, DEATH OF A SALES- 
TV-PG-LV) What is this, MAN (Bravo) John 
Arli$$? Baseball great Malkovich, Charles 
Jose Canseco guests as a Durning, and Dustin 
Central American minor Hoffman (above) are 
leaguer who’s got the INS some of the stars stud- 


| breathing down his neck 


ding Volker Schlin- 


dort?f’s 1985 film of 
Arthur Miller’s opus. (R) 


rank 


in the form of the Utah 
Jazz's Karl Malone. (R) 


unsung feminist hero. 


“CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 


_ YOUR HORSE HAS 


— oS AS 


THE AVENGERS (HBO, 
PG-13) Of course this 1998 
remake of the classic "60s 
series sucks. But don’t 
you want to know whether 
it’s so bad that it’s good? 


LIVE BY REQUEST (A&E, 
TV-G) Seventies radio 
standbys Earth, Wind & 
'~) Fire trot out their hits for 
A) anostalgic studio audi- 
| ence. One question: How 
are they going to fill the 
second hour? 


WALKER, TEXAS 

THE MONSTER (Sun- 9-10Ppm RANGER (CBS, TV-14) 
dance Channel, TV-14) Dig MARTIAL LAW (CBS, TV- | He’s two, two, two heroes 
two Nazi-free hours of 14-V) Sammo and Terrell | in one! Chuck Norris 
Roberto Benigni (above) wind upinthe crosshairs | steps back into the boots 
as a gardener mistaken when they pursue asmug- | of Hayes Cooper, a bounty 
for a serial killer in the gling ring specializing in hunter-turned-Ranger in 
1994 Italian comedy. endangered species. (R) the Old West. (R) 


NTRA RACING TO THE 
BREEDERS’ CUP 


rit: 
Series Premiere 
Swaps Stakes 
ESPN 6:00pm EST 
Call to the Post 6:27pm 


AS IT HAPPENED (Histo- § 
ry Channel, TV-G) “From | 
Chappaquiddick to the 
Moon” revisits 1969's sig- 
nature events: one small 
lift home from Ted, one gi- 
ant scandal for mankind. 


THE WONDERFUL 
WORLD OF DISNEY (ABC, 
TV-PG-V) The Mouse hops 
a ride on farzan’s coat- 
tails with a re-airing of 
1994's The Jungle Book. (R) 


"| MASTERPIECE THEATRE 

(PBS, TV-PG) Years before 8-9:30pm 

s| MOMENT OF IMPACT: STORIES OF THE PULITZER 
PRIZE PHOTOGRAPHS (TNT, TV-14) Bolstered by 


file footage and host Sam Waterston, six shutter- 


Shakespeare in Love made 
the Bard fashionable again 
there was Kenneth 
Branagh’s 1993 film adap- 
tation of Much Ado About 
Nothing, whose wily in- 
sights on amour add up to 
Shakespeare on Love. (R) 


“CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 


bugs intricately describe the drama behind their 
award-winning photos, including 1963’s Ruby Shoots 
Oswald (above). One quibble: Moment is almost too 
adept at capturing the horror behind some of the 
more grim pics, making a celebration of the pho- 


MATIONAL THOROUGHBRED RACING gstacihitan 


Go Baby G° 


ntraracing.com 


tographers seem a bit ghoulish. B+ —Josh Wolk 
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by Lisa Schwarzbaum 
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LET'S ASSUME YOU WANT 
suggestions for good summer 
reading. The recommenda- 
tions have got to be available 
in paperback, suitable for easy 
toting to vacation destina- 


60 Jou lL Y¥ Pe, ayagd 


tions. And they probably 
needn't include Angela’s 
Ashes, since either (1) you've 
already read the hardcover 
edition or (2) you've already 
bought the new paperback 


as 
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edition (Touwehstone, $14) or 
(3) you have absolutely no in- 
tention of reading Irishman 
Frank McCourt’s memoir this 
summer because you're tak- 
ing a vacation from all things 


Irish and all things memoir— 


2 and what you really want to 


do is read Stephen King’s 
Bag of Bones (Pocket Books, 
$7.99), not least in affectionate 
support of the author, who’s 
recovering from serious 1n- 


juries to his own fragile bag of 


bones up in Maine. 

Let’s assume you've de- 
voured bones in one sitting, 
and you know that Helen 
Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s 
Diary (Penguin USA, $12.95), 
celicious as it is, will last you 
only a weekend, tops. Now 
may be the perfect time to 
pick up The Extra Man (Was/i- 
ington Square, $12), Jonathan 
Ames’ droll, original novel of 
manners about a dapper fel- 
low (with a thing for dressing 
up in women’s clothes, but 
who's counting?) who becomes 
the roommate of an older, 
even more dapper fellow (the 
gentleman of the title, who 
makes a living escorting 
wealthy elderly ladies to 
dinner parties), and in so do- 
ing’ learns more about New 
York City mores than any of 
Amy Vanderbilt’s etiquette 
books could ever convey. 

Inspired by Ames’ Fitzger- 
aldian perfume, you'll proba- 
bly want to luxuriate in Every- 
body Was So Young (broadway 
Books, $15), Amanda Yaill’s 
enticing biography of those 
charismatic Fitzgeraldian 
muses Gerald and Sara Mur- 
phy. And then perhaps it’s 
time for a complete change of 
pace. Something crunchy and 
unusual like The Man Who 
Loved Only Numbers (Hyperi- 
on, $12.95), Paul Hoffman’s 
unexpectedly engrossing biog- 
raphy of the eccentric mathe- 
matician Paul Erdos, who kept 
huge equations in his head 
and lived out of two ratty suit- 
cases. Or something gritty and 
utterly undainty like Tough 
Jews (Vintage, $13), Rich Co- 
hen’s pungent history of Jew- 


LLUS TAATION BY CATH *¥ BLECE 


cleaner—in Other People’s 
Dirt (Plume, $11.95). 

For times when you prefer 
hm the stop-and-go freedom 
3 , of short stories, Jhumpa 
| Lahiri’s beautiful debut collec- 


(Mariner, $12), crisscrosses 
_ between India and Boston, 
eapturing how it feels to 


I= THO DIE BLU EA 
6 LASTING HIT cn 
RON ROSENBAULE al 


i 
film. follies by eer 
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Fever (back Bay, $11), 
| from NPR raconteur David 
Sedaris, meanwhile, goes 


NAKER pe ff 


hilarity, mixing droll stories 
with even droller essays 
(including his legendary 
ish gangsters, from Meyer | “SantaLand Diaries”). 
Lansky and Bugsy Siegel to 
the cigar-chomping types that 
Herb, the author’s father, 
knew about back in the old 
days in Brooklyn. (Another 
guy from Herb’s neighbor- 
hood: a kid named Larry 
Zeiger, who became sus- 
pender-wearing celeb-ulist 
Larry King.) 

From there you're only a 
cream soda away from enjoy- 
ing The Inn at Lake Devine 
(Vintage, $12), Elinor Lip- 
man’s pickle-spicy comedy 
about one young Jewish 
woman’s lifelong fixation on a 
bucolic New England resort 
that has been daintily exclud- 
ing her people for genera- 
tions, and how it shaped her 
romantic life. And while Lip- 
man’s heroine, Natalie Marx, 
storms the ramparts of 
WASPy Vermont in 1962, 
April Sinclair’s soul-sister 
heroine Jean “Stevie” Steven- 
son dives into the hot-tub 
lifestyle of 1970s San Francis- 
co in Ain’t Gonna Be the Same 
Fool Twice (Avon, $12). 

Gritty? Louise Rafkin 
knows about grit. ’m wary 
about books that entwine art 
with tattling, but I’m involun- 
tarily charmed by Rafkin’s 
musings on mess—dug up 
during her years as a house- 


literature is being made into 
movies these days; watch for 
adaptations of Mona Simp- 
son’s Anywhere but Here 
(Vintage, $13) and Alex Gar- 
land’s The Beach (Riverhead, 
$73). And as usual, a bunch 
of bad movies are available 
this summer in air-condi- 
tioned theaters near you. But 
if you think Wild Wild West 
is very, very bad, you’re 
missing the big picture pro- 
vided in Film Follies (Cassell, 
$21.95). The astute Nation 
film critic Stuart Klawans 
smartly analyzes such spec- 
tacular, ego-driven extrava- 
ganzas as Greed, Apocalypse 
Now, and the just-released 
Lovers on the Bridge in the 
context of the cultures from 
which they sprang. 

Which brings us to analysis 
itself, and to the annual What 
About Bob?-like August mi- 
eration of psychoanalysts to 
beaches and mountains far 


WGARH 


ANTIQUES AQUOS dy 


TSER: 


professionals and laypeople 
hungry for literature full of 
tragic, heroic action rather 
than neurasthenic epigrams 
should race to Gary Kinder’s 
thrilling Ship of Gold in the 
Deep Blue Sea (Vintage, $14), 
about the 1857 sinking of the 


PAPERBACKS: PHOTOGRAPH BY JAMES FE 


tion, Interpreter of Maladies | 


As usual, a bunch of good | 


away from you. Mental health | 


juggle two cultures. Barrel | 


steamship Central America. 
Bereft analysands, mean- 
while, and other laypeople 


who love Bill Murray in What | 


About Bob? should spend 50 
minutes, twice a week, enjoy- 


and-patient comedy. There’s 
more to say about this Freud- 
friendly book—as well as 
about the kind of people 
whose idea of a good summer 
read is Chicken Soup for the 


Golfer’s Soul (Health Com- 
munications, $12.95)—but 
I'm afraid our time is up. 


ing The Treatment (Washing- 
ton Square, $14), Daniel 
Menaker’s knowing shrink- 


The inside scoop on the book world 


M@ ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST Withall the recent reshuf- 
fling at Random House Inc., it looks like the end for Dell, the divi- 
sion that publishes Thomas Harris, Danielle Steel, and Elmore 
Leonard. Though Random House spokesman Stuart Applebaum 
admits that Bantam and Dell will be “uniting their editorial 
departments as one,” he maintains that “all imprints remain 
intact.” Authors and agents beg to differ. “It’s a disaster every 
time we lose another publisher to which we can submit an 
author’s work,” says Vicky Bijur, president of the Association of 
Authors’ Representatives. Meanwhile, there’s intense industry 
speculation on where ousted Dell president and publisher 
Carole Baron will end up: Many believe she'll be tapped to run 
Morrow, which was just acquired by HarperCollins. 


™ REAL DEALS Turns out there’s hidden value in Antiques 
Roadshow, the PBS hit where ordinary folks line up to find how 
much—or litthe—their treasures are worth. Leslie and Leigh 
Keno, twin brothers who appraise furniture on the show, have 
sold their memoir, Hidden Treasures, to Warner for a rumored 
$1 million. “It’s filled with eccentric characters and great, 
often messy places in which they found rare pieces,” says 
Warner president Maureen Egen. The Kenos’ book is due out 
in 2001; Workman is publishing an authorized guide, Antiques 
Roadshow Primer, this winter.... In other news, Marty Asher, 
editor in chief of Vintage, the trade paperback arm of Knopf, 
has just sold a novel, 
The Boomer—to Knopf. 
“| was delighted to find 
that my colleague had 
such a prodigious, hid- 
den talent,” says acquir- 
ing editor Jordan Pavlin, 
who works down the hall 
from Asher. Will there 
be a Vintage edition? 
“Iiff{hadanysayinthe § , 
matter, we’d immedi- | 
ately preempt for about ¥ 
So million,” says Asher. 
—Matthew Flamm 
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OLD GUARDS Leslie (left) and Leigh Keno 
hit the Roadshow with one happy collector 
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Nonfiction 


FROM MOTHER GOOSE TO DR. 
SEUSS: CHILDREN’S BOOK COVERS 
1860-1960 Harold Darling (Chion- 
icle, $22.95) Long before mar- 
keters of Rugrats and Teletub- 
bies regaled tykes with their 
glossy wares, the kiddie-book in- 
dustry wasn’t averse to generat- 
ing a little spin of its own. Dr. 
Seuss, for instance, was con- 
vinced that cover characters 
should make eye contact with 
buyers to give readers the sense 
“that they know us and...are part 
of the experience.” Some covers, 
like 1958's The Rabbits’ Wedding, 
sparked controversy (the illustra- 
tion depicted a white rabbit and a 
black rabbit getting hitched). Dar- 
ling sprinkles these and other fas- 
cinating tidbits throughout his 
book, elevating From Mother 
Goose beyond mere pretty-book 
status. B —Clarissa Cruz 


THE CULTURE OF FEAR: WHY AMER- 
ICANS ARE AFRAID OF THE WRONG 
THINGS Barry Glassner (Basic 


A GLEARING IN THE DISTANGE Witold 
Rybezynski (Scribner, $28) Even 
New Yorkers aren't generally aware 
that Central Park, the green rec- 
tangle in the middle of Manhattan, 
is as much a work of epic architec- 
tural imagination as the Empire 
State Building and the Brooklyn 
Bridge, It was started in the 1850s 
out of swampy wasteland by 
Frederick Law Olmsted 
(1822-1903) and his sometime 
partner Calvert Vaux. Olm- 
sted went on to design parks in 
Brooklyn, Chicago, Boston, 
Montreal, Buffalo, and Detroit, 
the parklands around Niagara 
Falls, and so much else that 
when you read A Clearing in 
the Distance, a sparkling biog- 
raphy by architecture writer 
Witold Rybezynski, you keep 
expecting to turn the page and 
discover that Olmsted also 
designed the Appalachian 
Mountains and California. 
The problem for Ryb- 
ezynski was to avoid making 
this monumental figure look 
like a solemn, dignified 19th- 
century statue in one of his 
own parks. He succeeds not 
by revealing Olmsted's dark 
side—apart from a few spells 
of depression, he never de- 
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Books, $25) The “epidemies” of 
crack babies, road rage, unwed 
teenage mothers, and flesh-eating 
bacteria made for some of the 
most frightening—and memo- 
rable—news stories of the ‘80s 
and “90s. But what’s really chilling, 
says sociologist Glassner, is how 
baseless many such “trends” actu- 
ally were. He lucidly exposes how 
the media and politicians play 
to Americans’ fears, presenting 
anomalous incidents as rampant 
dangers. Nevertheless, Glassner 
claims that there is more to fear 
than fear itself: While we're dis- 
tracted by flashy frights like the 
latest “killer” microbe, the deep- 
er, less hype-worthy threats to 
society—such as higher rates 
of poverty and underperforming 
schools—remain scarily under- 
reported. Bt —Megan Harlan 


DEAR EXILE Hilary Liftin and Kate 
Montgomery (Vintage, $11) This 
real-life epistolary narrative chron- 
icles what happens between best 


| friends, both women, when one 
embarks on a grueling Peace 


EDITOR'S CHOICE 


veloped one—but by seeing him as 
an artist with a consistent vision 
and a knack for solving problems 
others hadn't even noticed. The 
other proposals for Central Park 
were conventionally formal. Olm- 
sted spared no artifice to get a nat- 
ural look. He took advantage of the 
massive outcroppings of dark, pri- 
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A GANDER AT GOOSE A colorful compendium features kids-book covers 


Corps stint in Kenya while the 
other tackles posteollegiate life in 
New York City. Dear Hvile covers 
everything from Third World first- 
aid treatments (a village woman 
advises Montgomery to apply “the 
medicine Colgate” to her burned 
legs) to dating advice (“I will not 


mordial rock, turned bogs into 
lakes, and ereated an elegant en- 
chantment of woods, meadows, 
and half-hidden paths. His art was 
all about concealing itself. 

You get a nice view of the 19th 
century from the book, which also 
serves as an inspirational guide for 
kids who plan to drift for a decade 
or two before stumbling on 
their true vocation by pure 
chance. Olmsted, among oth- 
er things, was a sailor on a 
China-bound merchant ship, 
ran an unprofitable Staten 
Island farm for seven years, 


the South before friendship, 
politics, and luck brought 
him the Central Park com- 
mission at age 55. Rybezyns- 
ki dramatizes the remainder 
of Olmsted’s project-filled, 
far-flung life with italicized 
semi-fictional passages pictur- 
ing him in assorted places and 
piving him plausible musings. 
But the real drama is simple: 
Olmsted, determined to pre- 
serve and create natural beanu- 
ty in an industrializing society 
that translated everything into 
money and utility, saved some- 
thing for posterity—or, in oth- 
er words, us. A —L.8. Klepp 


and cid a journalistic tour of 


speak about you re-sleeping with 
the unspeakable one.... He 18 
Wrong and Bad and you will 
stop’). All while delivering an ar- 
ticulate, heartfelt take on the rar- 
ity of true friendship. A= —CC 


Fiction 

LOCAL GIRLS Alice Hoffman (Pet- 
nam, $22.95) While less magic 
realist than many of Hoffman's 
novels (Second Nature, Practical 
Magic), these 15 interlinked sto- 
ries tracing the tumultuous com- 
ing-of-age of Long Islander Gretel 
Samuelson are nevertheless mov- 
ing and deadpan funny. Through- 
out, countless traumas befall Gret- 
el’s family: Her father walks out, 
her witty mother is diagnosed 
with terminal cancer, and her 
older brother eschews Harvard 
for heroin addiction. But bursting 
through the dire events and the 
dingy tract-home setting are 
transformative spells of erotic 
and natural beauty. Epiphanies 
about passion, pain, and resilien-. 
ey induce smiles and shivers in 
equal measure. A= MH 


THE PHYSICS OF SUNSET Jane Van- 
denburgh (Pantheon, $24) Forget 
hippies: Berkeley, Calif., today is a 
hotbed of artistically inclined yup- 
pies who frequent Chez Panisse. In 
her new novel, East Bay native 
Vandenburgh subtly satirizes her 
privileged, PC milieu while un- 
sparingly tracing the adulterous 
affair of two bored Berkeley baby 
boomers: headstrong architect 
Alee, who resents his wife’s 
newfound success; and insecure, 
soon-to-be divorced poet Anna. 
Throughout the voluptuous non- 
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‘Seinfeld and 
Philosophy’ 


Jerry and Co. are the 
backdrop for this trea- 
tise, which “explores the 
ideas of thinkers from 
Aristotle to Heidegger... 
through the plots and 
schemes of Seinfela’s 
characters.” Wish we’d 
had this in college. 


linear narrative, Vandenburgh for- 
foes romanticization: She shows 
how Alec’s and Anna’s marital dis- 
appointments fincl combustible re- 
lease through sex, in raw, uncom- 
promising erotic scenes. A- —MH 


THE PROSECUTION D.W. Buffa 
(Holt, $25) This sequel to Buffa’s 
eripping debut thriller, The De- 


jfense, pulls soul-searching crimi- 


nal defense attorney Joseph An- 
tonelli out of self-imposed exile 
und back into the courtroom to 
prosecute a colleague for the 
murder of his well-insured wife, a 
standard plot that’s heightened 
by emotionally driven twists and 
Antonelli’s unflinching narration, 
An oddly heartening denouement 


pee Rs 


1 dr drums in dark 


includes one too many thematic 
contrivances, but Buffa’s spare 
observation, crackling dialogue, 
and shadowy circle of criminals, 
lawyers, and lovers keep you 
riveted. A 


THE BREAKER Minette Walters /Put- 
nam, $23.95) Here’s the recipe for 
a certain kind of detective novel: 
Take a quaint town, throw in a das- 
tardly crime, invent a determined 
investigator, and fill the pages with 
talk. Call it the Agatha Christie 
tradition. It’s a departure for Wal- 
ters, whose previous five books 
have all been dark, tense psycho- 
logical cramas, but one that suits 
her cerebral style. The town in 
question is located on England’s 
Dorset coast; the crime is the gris- 
ly rape and murder of a young 
pregnant mother, and the detec- 
tive is one Nick Ingram, an accom- 
plished but low-key policeman. 
Suspects abound, but you know the 
dogged Ingram will get his man. 
Hercule Poirot he’s not, but he 
tnes.B —Vanessa V. Friedman 


RAZZLE DAZZLE Stella Stevens and 
William Hegner (Forge, $24.95) 
Qne presumes that Poseidon 
Adventure star Stella Stevens, 
who vocalized with Elvis Presley 
in Girls! Girls! Girls!, knows her 
stuff when she describes Johnny 
Gault, her fictional Memphis- 
bern rock star with gyrating 
hips, as a bisexual who has a 
penchant for wearing women’s 
undies. Unfortunately, perhaps 
due to the influence of her co- 
writer, a former press agent, the 
roman a clef focuses not on this 
pseudonymous Elvis but on his 
far less titillating public relations 
team. Gossipy bones are tossed, 
albeit too infrequently, leading 
one to wish Stevens had simply 
penned a memoir about the real 
King, D+ —CW 


Morereviews at www.ew.com 
(AOL keyword: EW) 
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‘SHADOW’ LANDS 
Me™ HOSE RASCALLY politicians sure 


are keeping authors busy. Un- 
FIVE PRESIDENTS AND 


covering Clinton, All Too Human, 
Betrayal, and of course, Monica’s SLD. THE LEGACY OF WATERGATE 
have all graced the charts in the last ‘ 
few months. And this week’s topper is 
none other than Bob Woodward’s lat- 
est, Shadow (more than 500,000 copies 
in print after four pressruns). Luckily 
for our fearless leader, Monicagate 
takes up only half of the Washington 
Post editor’s tract: He also dredges up past scandals to show 
that Clinton is just the latest political fabricator. For shame! 


BOB WOODWARD 
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Terry Brooks, Del Rey/LiucasBooks, $25 
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Tom Claney with Gen. Chuck Horner, Putnam, $27.95 
5 THE MAJORS John Feinstein, Little, Brown, $25 ......0.......- iaieieatasle 
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Robert C. Atkins, M.D., Avon, $6.50 
3 BAG OF BONES Stephen King, Pocket, $7.99 2. ..0.0000.000000 0000000003 5 
4 THE GENERAL'S DAUGHTER Nelson DeMille, Warner, $7.50 .........0.0..6. 6 
5 THE FIRST EAGLE Tony Hillerman, HerperPaperbacks, $6.99 ........... 4 
6 TOM CLANCY'S OP-CENTER: STATE OF SIEGE ............. Pe in rn 4 
Tom Clancy and Steve Pieczenik, Berkley, $7.99 
7 REBELLION Nora Roberts, Harlequin, $6.99........0...... siren ae SS 3 
8 THE MIDNIGHT CLUB James Patterson, Warner, $6.99 ...........0.004005 T 
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Tom and Sally worked hard to get where they are. But now that they've “arrived, 


all they want to do is get the heck out. So, last weekend they traded business talk for a babbling brook and 


conference calls for conifer pines. They aimed their new Ford Explorer Sport 


toward the country, took turns driving, and sang out loud whenever they felt the 


urge: ‘ Bye-bye, bl acktop. Hey, they knew they could arrive all 


over again Monday morning. 


1999 Ford Explorer Sport 
Well-equipped at just $19,995" 


Standard 4-wheel anti-lock brakes for controlled stops, even on wet or slippery surfaces. 
New available side-impact airbags." Available Control-Trac system for automatic 4WD traction when needed. 
Explorer is a Low Emissions Vehicle that runs cleaner than most passenger cars on the road today. 


1-800-258-FORD or 
www. tordvehicies.com 


"99 Explorer Sport MSRP; AS SHOWN $26,535 MSP: incl. Premium Sport Pkg. and Convenience Group; tax, title extra. “Always wear your safety belt and secure children in the rear seat. 
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IT’S FRIDAY NIGHT AND 
nothing’s going on, so you're 
sitting around an apartment 
casting phony films—like, 
say, Welcome Back Again, 
Kotter or The New A-Team, 
that sort of thing. Motown 
‘99, somebody calls out. No 
problem: Maxwell is Marvin 
Gaye; Hanson are the Jack- 
son 5; and T-Boz, Left Eye, 
and Chilli—you know, TLC— 
are the Supremes. “Hold on,” 
someone responds. “What 
about Kima, Keisha, and Pam 
[Total] or Coko, Lelee, and 
Taj [SWV]? Or Kameelah, 
LeMisha, and Irish [702]? 
They’re actually on Motown.” 

Good point. There are so 
many samey female R&B 
vocal groups out there these 
days that even Berry Gordy 
couldn’t sort them out. Girl 
groups have thrived in the 
‘90s (remember En Vogue?), 
but it’s getting harder and 
harder to keep track of 
them. Blame it on TLC: 
Their kind of spectacular 
success always invites wa- 
tered-down imitators, but 
TLC are so ambitiously pop 
themselves that any attempt 
to further commercialize 
their sound usually comes off 
as a cynical cash-in. 

Take Blaque (Shamari, 
Natina, and Brandi), the most 
fearlessly generic group of 
singers to hit the radio since 
All Saints’ day. On their de- 
but album, Blaque, the At- 
lanta-based Left Eye pro- 
tégées slide from genre to 
genre with all the care and 
discrimination of a bar mitz- 
vah band. On “I Do,” they 
sound like Timbaland taking 
on the Spice Girls (although 
you get the sense they think 
they’re updating, yes, the 
Supremes). Next, they’re 
biting moves from Mariah 
Carey (“Don’t Go Looking for 
Love,’ which, not coinciden- 
tally, Carey cowrote), Cyndi 
65 
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This week on the music beat | 


Jerkins), Wall still | proving Destiny’s Child to be 
manages to avoid | capable of sounding exactly 
sounding likeamere | like any other group of 
rehash of other peo- | snooze-inducing slow-jam- 
ple’s hits. With a 
snaky lead vocal that 


Lauper (a karaokesque ver- 

sion of “Time After Time”), | 
Whitney Houston (“When the 
Last Teardrop Falls”), and 
TLC (just about everything 
else), Lacking the strong per- 
sonalities of TLC, however, 
Blaque fall back on cameos 
from R. Kelly, who produced 
the album’s lone highlight, 
the smooth single “808,” and 
"N Sync, who warble weakly 
on “Bring It All to Me.” 
Even worse, they throw in a 
couple of hip-hoppish tracks 


mers. But more often they 
recognize the difference be- 
tween extremes of pitch and 
extremes of passion, a cistinc- 
tion lost on many R&B bal- 
ladeers (Blaque frequently 
fall for this trap, and they’d 
probably spend even more 
time screaming and yelling if 
they were a little better at it). 
Destiny's Child have learned 


slithers around stac- 
cato harmony parts, 
the aptly titled al- 
bum opener “So 
Good” coolly mixes 
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J 


3 restrained produc- 


= 


¢ ~ . y Me tion and playful 
: ‘ UME melody. “Bills, Bills, 
me Yes 


ep 
~. Desewescs4 ‘ait ; Bills,” the first sin- 
intended to evoke the style | BPW ints Beyoncé, Kelly, LaTavia, LeToya gle, is asort of com- | a thing or two from the Su- 


of grittier gals like Aaliyah panion piece to “No | premes, singers who knew 
or Missy Elliott. But Blaque | from Destiny's Child (out July | Scrubs,” taking on guys who | how to use a well-placed 
are mistaken if they think | 27), it’s not Briggs’ fault. With | seem perfect but turn into | pause or a quietly sung har- 
chanting “What what what” | his help, the Houston quartet | jerks once they get comfort- | mony to maximum effect. No, 
and hiring “No Serubs” pro- | (Beyoncé, LaTavia, LeToya, | able ina relationship. And “If | they haven’t managed to 
ducer Kevin “She’kspere” | and the unimaginatively moni- | You Leave,” a duet with male | reach that lofty level on Wall, 
Briggs make them the sound | kered Kelly) prove themselves | vocal trio Next, is an ambi- | but if you're casting Motown 
of the moment; such trans- | to be more capable of confi- | tious collaboration that deliv- | 99, the album’s worth a listen. 
parent mimicry merely rein- | dent, inventive R&B than | ers despite its potentially | Its best stuffis close enough 


forces the album’s near-total | many of their contemporaries. | lethal abundance of voices. to the spirit of the Supremes 
absence of substance. Though Briggs is joined by a Wall gets bogged down by | to at least win them a call- 


Judging from The Writing’s | slew of trendy producers (in- | too much banal balladry | back. Blaque: G- The Writ- 
on the Wall, the second album | cluding Elliott and Rodney | (“Stay,” “Sweet Sixteen”), | ing’s on the Wall: B 


really good song,” says an embarrassed David 
Duchovny, who received a demo of the song 
: = . last year. “I found myself playing it in my car 
: = now and then.” Or at least often enough to 
BR) catch the attention of X-Files staffer 
i Charles Forsche and Will Shivers, who 
works at Fox. They enlisted the services of 
an impressive array of celebs (including 
Calista Flockhart, Brad Pitt, Whoopi Gold- 
berg, and William B. Davis, a.k.a. X-Files’ 
Cancer Man) to lip-syn ch lines for a gag video, 
which was screened at last year’s X-Files 
Xmas party. The clip, alas, will never air pub- 
licly. It has, however, created a buzz around 
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m@ BY GEORGE... Funk forefather George Clinton’s profile has | 
been lower than a Bootsy Collins bass line for the past few 

years. But expect that to change later this month when his 
P-Funk All Stars play Woodstock "99. Then there’s an upcoming 
book of what Clinton calls “P-Funk chronicles” and a VHi Leg- 
ends segment in October. Also that month, the first albumin 18 
years from Funkadelic will be released (with a new disc from 
Clinton’s other band, Parliament, due shortly thereafter). The 
CD, released on the Disney-owned Mammoth label, will avoid 
the themes of the All Stars’ 1996 indie-released Dope Dogs, with 
its scabrous tales of drug- and music-addicted canines. “You 


— 


“fas = Sharp’s debut album, A Cheap and Evil Girl, due 
> AV E-\ July 27. “The song’s gotten attention we never 

i ¥ expected,” says the New York-based Sharp, who'll 
soon shoot the song’s official video (Duchovny’s 
: role initis still unclear). “Everybody's happy, 
> © happy, happy.” What could make her hap- 
pier? Appearing inan X-Files episode. “I'll do 


30 


know Disney ain’t gonna go for that,” he says. “Not with all those Ff aN : 
dog characters they’ve got.” —Tom Sinclair | @/ whatever they wantmetodo—dressasan f° 

of? em alien, wear an FBI suit. Whatever. | just want : 
@ BREE CHEESE “David Duchovny, why won't you love me?” ay to meet David.” —Lorraine Ali, with addi- J: 


Luni iw 


asks Bree Sharp on her new single, dedicatedto,andnamed --—— tional reporting by Tricia Johnson 


after, the “brooding and comely” X-Files star. “I think it’s a FILES UNDER EASY LISTENING An X-centric single 
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ALBUM TITLE 


ARTIST 


WHO 


MUSICAL STYLE 


THINK 


RECURRENT THEMES 


TYPICAL LYRIC 


SEX/VIOLENCE 


LANGUAGE 


WHAT’S GOOD ABOUT IT 


WHAT’S NOT SO GOOD 


BY LOIS 
ALTER MARK 


DEVIL WITHOUT 
A CAUSE 


Kid Rock 


Lewd, blue-eyed 
Motor City bad boy 


Arap-metal salad 


with raunch 
dressing 


Your worst 
nightmare 


Kid Rock, partyin’ 


“I’m a freako, 

call me sick, 

three foot nine with 
a ten-foot d---” 


Plenty 


Warrants the 
parental-advisory 
label 


Its release 
proves the First 
Amendment is 
alive and well. 


Kid Rock’s middle 
finger greets you 
on the CD. 


AUSTIN POWERS: THE RICKY MARTIN 
SPY WHO SHAGGED ME 


Various 


Soundtrack from 
the swingin’ hit 
movie 


Groovy, baby 


An “American 
Woman” in London 


Falling in love 


“lf ’m smart 

then Pll run away/ 
But I’m not, sol 
guess I'll stay” 


No shagging here 


Nothing to worry 
about 


Mixing songs 
from the ’60s and 
"90s may help 
bridge the 
generation gap. 


The movie itself. 
Parts of it may be 
too crude or lewd 
for youngsters— 
and after your 
kids hear Dr. Evil 
cover Will Smith’s 
“Just the Two of 
Us,” they'll beg 
to see it...one 
million times. 


Ricky Martin 


Ex—Menudo 
member with 
crossover dreams 


Not-so-spicy 
Latin pop 


Julio Iglesias with 
attitude 


Amor 


“I'll never be the 
same/Without 

you here with me/ 
Cuidado (please be 
careful)/Con mi 
corazon” 


Just some “bon- 
bon” shaking 


Spanglish 


The lyrics may 
inspire your kids 
to become 
bilingual. 


Martin’s hip 
gyrations may get 
your daughters’ 
mojos working. 


* 


Missy 
“Misdemeanor” 
Elliott 


Supa dupa fly rap 
diva 


Hot hip-hop 


The dare-to-be- 
different Madonna 
ofrap 


The war between 
men and women 


“We made love, 
now you gone, now 
you don’t want to 
claim me no more, 
told your boys, 
you never knew, 
you never kissed 
or held mein 

your arms” 


Loaded with 
sex talk 


Explicit 


Elliott is a feminist 
who can hold her 
own in a male- 
dominated world. 


Elliott proudly 
identifies herself as 


“bitch” throughout. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Backstreet Boys 


Role models for 
’N Sync and 98° 


Bubblegum pop 


An ethnically mixed 
Osmonds 


The heartbreak of 
love 


“Give me one more 
chance to give my 
love to you/’Cause 
no one on this earth 
loves you like | do” 


None 


Squeaky-clean 


The Boys’ success 
proves it’s okay 
for males to show 
their softer side. 


The bland, 
innocent vision of 
romance may set 
up unrealistic 
expectations for 
your daughters. 
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THE VERVE PIPE “Hero” (RCA) Re- 
member when alternative rock was 
supposed to be a good thing? The 
Verve Pipe do. On the first single 
from their new self-titled album, 
the quintet concocts an old-fash- 
ioned alt-rock cocktail, combining 
juiced-up guitars with sweet har- 
monies and a lyric that strikes just 
the right note of bruised humility 
(“I’m just a jerk but a hero's what 
I wanna be”). This is sure to take 


you back to those haleyon days of 


1996, B+ —Mare Weingarten 


CHRIS ROCK Bigger & Blacker 
(Dream Works) On 1997's Grammy- 
winning Fall With the New, Brook- 
lyn’s equal-opportunity offender 
came out swinging as the rawest 
stand-up satirist since Richard Pry- 
or. But Bigger is a mixed bag. While 
his live material is bluer (and more 
pants-wettingly hilarious) than an 
old-school Redd Foxx party record, 
Rock’s half-baked novelty skits 


famson. com 


22mg. Nicotine av. percigare 


(like “Ol Dirty Bastard’s Words of 
Wisdom”) are just filler. Still, for 
his dead-on riffs on the Trenchcoat 
Mafia and the NYPD alone, you'll 
be willing to cut him all the slack in 
the world.B —Chris Nashawaty 


LOUDON WAINWRIGHT IIl Social Stud- 
les (Hannibal/Rykodisc) Wain- 
wright’s unmatched facility for the 
dagger-sharp rhyme and the re- 
vealing anecdote hardly helps this 
collection of news-pegged songs. 
I'm all for broadening his audience, 
but I doubt the single “Y2K” is 


going to do it; neither will now- 


stale takes on such topics as Tonya 
Harding and the O.J. trial. Which 
is not to say that cutting comments 
are not made; it’s just that this CD 
is a holding action, not an advance. 
But take it up a notch for making a 
Chelsea Clinton joke on “Our Boy 
Bill.” B= —Ken Tucker 


ZIGGY MARLEY AND THE MELODY 
MAKERS Spirit of Music (F/ektra) 
Stretching out with the help of 
producer Don Was, the Grammy- 
winning Marley brood creates a 


@ by FIC m 
h ue Sain on how oa Mi smoke 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


SOCIAL INSEGURITY Political satirist Wainwright prays for a hit 


raw-spirited album that keeps us 
doing sonic double takes. The dis- 


tinctly bluesy pulp 'n’ pulse of 


“Keep My Faith” mixes naturally 
with reggae sounds, and “Beautiful 
Day” carries ‘60s echoes, replete 
with Byrds-ian guitar jangle. 
Folky reggae fiber comes courtesy 
of 26-year-old Stephen, singing a 
pair of Bob Marley tunes and ex- 
tending a proud family and cultural 
lineage. B+ — Josef Woodard 


THE LONDON SUEDE Head Music 


(Nude/Columbia) Ask not for 


whom the bell tolls—it tolls for 
moribund Brit pop on this sad, 
strangely lackluster epitaph from, 
arguably, the movement's finest 


outfit. Front-dandy Brett Ander- 


son—once an emotive, adventur- 
ous vocalist—now relies on his own 

recycled fop-isms. You might not 
have heard these songs before, but 
it feels like you have; even the 


WIDE S HONS DINE Do 


ILLUSTRATION BY ROBERT OE MICHIELL 


i ee 


Courtney Love 


At a Hole concert in Italy, 


the singer inexplicably 
eli rtiletsem ait tma ls 
audience sing their 
national anthem; the 
crowd responded by 
derisively breaking into 
a lewd soccer chant 
instead. Nice pizza work. 


strongest track, “Everything Will 
Flow,” is a cheap echo of vibrant 
early work. C- —Tom Lanham 


CHRIS PEREZ BAND Resurrection 


(Hollywood) Perez, widower of the 
late Tejano star Selena, makes his 
bid for the big time with a pop-rock 
effort that’s reassuringly heartfelt 
and tuneful. The nine Spanish-lan- 
guage songs may make the listen- 
ing experience a tad schizy for grin- 
gos, but it works, thanks to the 
sprawling Springsteen-en-espanol 
feel of tracks like “Noches en Vela.” 


Nicest surprise: swell English and | 


Spanish versions of Love’s 1967 


classic “Alone Again, Or.” B —TS 
THE BETA BAND The Beta Band (As- 


tralwerks) Updating the yokel sur- 
realism of the Bonzo Dog Band and 
the Incredible String Band with 
samplers and modern DJ tomfool- 
ery, these U.K. cloud-heads focus 
the kaleidoscopes of their early EPs 
here. “Round the Bend” shuffles 
orchestral bites, steel pans, and 
Ringo Starr-style drum stumbling; 
elsewhere you get dub, electro- 
funk, psychedelic folk, and shame- 
lessly bad rapping. Yet ultimately, 
on a record that grows stranger and 
stronger with each listen, they 
sound like no one except them- 
selves. A- —Will Hermes 


Soundtracks 


VARIOUS ARTISTS American Pie (Uni- 
versal) Who left the frat-rock door 
open? Seems like every whoa-dude 


party band on the planet assem- 
bled for this dean’s list: Tonic, 
Dishwalla, Sugar Ray, and Third 
Eye Blind, whose longing “New 
Girl” sets the frothy beer bong 
pace. All likably loopy, with some 
serious 4.0 exceptions—the down- 
unda wunda Bic Runga (dueting 
with Semisonic’s Dan Wilson) and 
the big-band-frantic Atomic Fire- 
balls. B —TL 


VARIOUS ARTISTS Whiteboys (7V7) 
There are no white boys here, ex- 
cept for actor Danny Hoch, whose 
gangsta character T-Bo drops 
hilarious rhymes alongside Snoop 
Dogg on the title track. Other- 
wise, it’s straight-up hip-hop from 
both coasts. A couple of filler 
tracks gum up the proceedings; 
mostly, though, rap VIPs from 
the East (Big Punisher), West 
(Snoop), South (Trick Daddy), 
and Midwest (Common) serve up 
beats so hot they’ll fry your boom 
box. B+ —Matt Diehl 


Reissues 
VARIOUS ARTISTS Oh, Merge (Merge) 


Merge celebrates its 10th anniver- 
sary with this set of rare and unre- 
leased tracks by 20 of its bands. 
True to the label’s roots, rock dis- 
content can still be heard loud and 
clear, but Merge is now host to 
Third Eye Foundation’s oppressive 
drum-and-bass, Lambchop’s funki- 
fied big-band country, and the 
Magnetic Fields’ baroque electro- 
pop. As music becomes increasing- 
ly compartmentalized, this joyous 
eclecticism is immensely reward- 
ing. B —Elisabeth Vincentelli 


LOUIS PHILIPPE A Kiss in the Fun- 
house (Le Grand Magistery) Louis 
Philippe, a.k.a. Philippe Auclair, is 
finally making his American debut, 
albeit on a compilation that barely 
scratches the surface of a decade's 
worth of European and Japanese 
releases. His reedy voice may 
scream “sensitive guy,” but as a 
songwriter-arranger, he has a vast 
array of tricks up his sleeve. From 
cool bossas to miniature pop sym- 
phonies, he displays them all with 
ease. B+ —EV 


Country 


DAVID BALL Play (Warner Bros.) 


Ball’s third album updates his 


_ trademark melding of ’50s rock & 


roll and ’60s honky-tonk with a ’90s 
edge. Whether he’s exploring small- 
town melancholia (“I’m Just a 
Country Boy”) or moving through 
a sly, Dwightish rocker (“When I 
Get Lonely”), Ball remains a soulful 
hillbilly savant. B+ —Alanna Nash 


Morereviews at www.ew.com 
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BARBARIANS AT THE GATE 


N THE RADIO and album 

charts, it’s a kid’s, kid’s, 

kid’s, kid’s world. But out 
on the road, where it’s primarily 
grown-ups with enough dough 
for ducats, a man still stands a 
chance. The man on this sum- 
mer’s tour circuit will surely be 
soon-to-arrive Bruce Spring- 
steen (see page 16). In the mean- 
time, the Dave Matthews Band is 
also selling out every show; five 
nights of full houses in two cities put them atop Amusement 
Business’ latest weekly tour-gross chart. For the year to 
date, Matthews is fourth on a list headed by the Stones’ are- 
na tour. But once the E Streeters touch down on America’s 
main streets, we’ll see who’s tougher than the rest. 


a | 
DAVE MATTHEWS 


TOP CONCERTS 
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1 3 DAVE MATTHEWS BAND Noblesville, Ind. ................ $1,920,190 
2 2 JIMMY BUFFETT & THE CORAL REEFER BAND Camden, N.J. .$1,573,096 
3 2 OZZFEST:00 Clarkston “Mien, «3 .eeideis-< valet s coat saw ncn $1,512,176 
4 2__ DAVE MATTHEWS BAND Columbus, Ohio ................ $1,268,283 
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6 1 «GEER. Sky: ATCO ionic casing wee ate e erpi arnt ae emt eancviews $803,885 
7 1" ROE STEWART WVERTSIOIIN GS. os n-o't psieeeetete snd fesieln «Wd $797,789 
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9 1 BOB DYLAN/PAUL SIMON Concord, Calif. ...........0....... $719,737 
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#2 420\)) SREROSMIT cmon care osshesds Ve tiie ates enn bite aera $10,415,935 
13 7 ANDREA BOGERUY erased eck ec oe raid oie oeiaiote beatk-eoetaaahs $10,264,701 
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46 314 7 ELTONSSOHN) oe oc tke cas ina a were we wees $8,055,529 
17 18 JOHN: MELLENCARIP. ooo oie) giee wia'nsa avercvetere's woe ute a es erelalact $7,706,205 
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Nine 
Legendary 
Films. 
One 
Visionary 
- Filmmaker. 


SVRALT NPE 7 


“Or. Strangelove 


Own them Kefe lo on DYD elite Videocassette. © 1999 Worner Home Video, MGM Home Entertainment Inc, Turner Entertsinment Compony ond Columbia TriSior Home Video. 


THE LAWYER HAS A CASE 
going to trial, but he still has 
time to give us a quick course 
in damages—or attitude. “It’s 
like this,” he snaps. “A dead 
adult in his 20s is generally 
worth less than one who is 
middle-aged. A dead woman 
less than a dead man. A single 
adult less than one who’s mar- 
ried. Black less than white. 
Poor less than rich.” This offi- 
cer of the court values nothing, 
but he knows the price of vic- 
timhood. And “in the calculus 
of personal-injury law, a dead 
child is worth the least of all.” 
A Civil Action has barely 
begun, and writer-director 
Steven Zaillian is already 
daring us to hate his hero. It 
would be a risky strategy in 
any other sort of movie, but 
here, both Zaillian and star 
John Travolta are actually 
playing it safe. 
A Civil Because this 
ern adaptation of 
Pescara the Jonathan 
Maentiiiqes carr best-seller 
ieeeeee iS a Righteous 
Reformer mov- 
ie—and in this genre every- 
thing, including the hero’s 
third-act redemption, is pre- 
ordained. Even the liberal- 
crusade plots adhere to gen- 
der-specific preconditions. 
The male reformer is a fig- 
ure of authority, a member of 
the establishment—whether 
he’s lawyer Gregory Peck in 
To Kill a Mockingbird (1962, 
Universal, 130 mins., unrated, 
also on DVD), businessman 
Liam Neeson in Schindler's 
list, or just one of Hollywood's 
Well-Meaning White South 
Africans (Donald Sutherland 
in A Dry White Season, Kevin 


B ry 
Kline in Cry Freedom)—who 
suddenly realizes the price of 
his privilege, and selflessly 


takes a stand against his own 


: per . class. The female reformer is a 
7 s 4 cs 5 : ru . Lag 
By righting big wrongs, A Civil Action’s John Travolta and To Killa ficure without authority, a 


Mockingbird’s Gregory Peck purify their souls. by Stephen Whitty marginalized member of the 


Mio 


spre = 
sae Fed 


ott 


r 


ILLUSTAATION BY JOE MORSE ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 73 


community—whether she’s 
slutty mill laborer Norma Rae 
or trashy nuke worker Karen 
Silkwood—who finally realizes 
her inherent worth and rises 
up to speak truth to power. 
The women’s stories are 
essentially biblical tales of 
redemption, with modern 
Mary Magdalenes discover- 
ing a deeper meaning in 
life. In Martin Ritt’s union- 
card-carrying Norma Rae 
(1979, Fox, 117 mins., PG), 
Sally Field plays the soiled 
dove, a honky-tonk angel 
with tight T-shirts and loose 
morals. In Mike Nichols’ slick- 
ly paranoid Silkwood (1988, 
Anchor Bay, 131 mins., R, also 
on DVD), it’s Meryl Streep as 
a line worker in a nuclear 
plant living in a ménage that 


NUCLEAR BOMBSHELL Streep has a nervous meltdown in Silkwood 


nobody can figure out. Both 
women have what their small- 
town neighbors would call a 
past; neither has much of a fu- 
ture. But then the load of daily 
injustices and injuries finally 
breaks their bowed backs, and 
with the help of a sexually 
elusive, exotically Jewish ur- 


ban activist (New Yorker Ron 


Leibman in Norma Rae, D.C. | 


shaker Ron Silver in Silk- 
wood), they finally find them- 
selves by finding a cause. (‘Too 
bad then that, despite such 
fine performances and com- 
pelling conflicts, Silkwood 
now feels like a No Nukes 


artifact and Norma Rae a lit- 
tle pre-NAFTA naive.) 

The male-oriented stories, 
though, are stories of self- 
sacrifice and noblesse oblige. 
In A Civil Action, the hero is 
Travolta’s Jan Schlichtmann, 
an otherwise conscienceless 
ambulance chaser who sud- 
denly chases after industrial 
polluters; in Robert Mulligan’s 
stately 7b Kill a Mockingbird, 


| it’s Peck’s Atticus Finch, a 


popular lawyer who defends 
an unpopular suspect because 
“if I didn’t, I couldn’t hold my 
head up.” Unlike the female 
reformers, it’s not the males’ 
jobs that are in jeopardy but 
their self-respect. And they 
will put themselves through 
the eye of a needle if they 
have to, just to keep it. 


The latest from the home-video front 


@ BARE NAKED LADIES After watching 
Some Nudity Required (New Video, 82 
mins., unrated), Odette Springer’s reveal- 
ing documentary about the B-movie 
industry, movies like Slumber Party 
Massacre 3and Naked Obsession 
may never again seem like 
innocent fun. 4 
Despite an ample selection |~ 
of clips from movies that | 
define the word gratuitous, 
Some Nudity Required 
(which played at 
the "98 Sundance 
Film Festival) is no 
sleaze-fest. It is, 
by turns, good- 
natured, confron- 
tational, and disturbing. 
Springer, a classically 
trained musician who 
worked for schlock- 
meister Roger Corman 
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as a composer and 
music supervisor on 
such films as Dune 
Warriors and Fire on 
the Amazon, inter- 
viewed producers, 
directors, actors, 
and crew members 
who candidly—and in some cases defen- 
sively—reflected on the impact and 
karmic legacy of T&A thrillers. As writer- 
director Catherine Cyran puts it, “It’s no 
joke that men get a hard-on from see- 

SS ing women in jeopardy.” 
It may be true, as direc- 
tor Jim Wynorski has said, 
\ that “breasts are the 
“a S cheapest special ef- 
fects,” but, as Spring- 
er discovered, those 
performers pos- 
sessing them often 
pay a high price to 
work in acorner of 
/ Hollywood where a 
~~. ~ starring roleinafilm 
i Man fe - like Stripped to Kill Il 
| can be considered a 

stepping-stone. 
Ironically, one wom- 
an did parlay Stripped 
to Kill Ilinto main- 


stream success. Writer-director Katt 
Shea, who went on to make the Drew Bar- 
rymore steamer Poison Ivy and The Rage: 
Carrie 2, tells EW that she looks back 
on her Corman years as “a positive expe- 
rience.” Like Martin Scorsese and Jon- 
athan Demme before her, she says, she 
made films that contained exploitation 
elements, but took care “not to be one of 
the exploiters. | made some films I’m 
really proud of. You have toreally havea 
passion, not just see it as a stepping- 
stone. That’s the difference.” 

it was not until Springer was well into 
production that she realized her excur- 
sion into this “over-the-top world that 
Fellini couldn’t have made up” was tak- 
ing a personal toll. Compiling the clips, 
she found herself inexplicably obsessed 
with and aroused by the very images she 
considered violent and degrading. “First, 
| was irate at some of this stuff,” she says. 
“| watched these movies and | hated 
them.... But my body was telling me some- 
thing different. | didn’t realize | had such 
a shadow side to my own sexuality.” 

The irony is not lost on Springer that 
movies she considers damaging helped her 
to grow and “become stronger.” “That’s 
avery confusing thing,” she says. “This is 
the last place I would have looked for heal- 
ing, believe me.” —Donald Liebenson 


ILLUSTRATION BY DREW FRIEDMAN 
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Finch’s journey is shorter than 
Schlichtmann’s; although his formidable 
moral authority grows throughout Mock- 
ingbird (armed with a reading lamp and a 


good book, he faces down a lynch mob), 


he ends it still referring to old black men 
by their first names, while accepting 
their deferential “Mister” as his due. He 
is a better man than most, but he is still a 
man of his times. Schlichtmann, though, 
leaves his own yuppie cohort behind. He 
loses his cold callousness (“I can appreci- 
ate the theatrical value of several dead 
kids,” he says early on). He rights his 
materialistic priorities (he ends the film 
with nothing to his name but $14 and a 
portable radio). And most crucially, he 
confronts—too late—his own deadly sin 
of pride, a classic and tragic flaw that ul- 
timately costs everyone. 

Schlichtmann is the focus of A Civil 
Action, and that angered some review- 
ers the first time around; why is this 
about the lawyers, they sniffed, and not 
the plaintiffs? Adding fuel to their ire 
was the fact that there was even a 
standard female reformer character 
standing by: Kathleen Quinlan as the 
grieving, working-class mother who 
spearheaded the actual suit. But telling 
the story from her point of view would 
be a little like telling Jo Kill a Mocking- 
bird through the eyes of Finch’s client. 
Zaillian isn’t doing a movie about a great 
wrong righted or an outcast woman 
redeemed. He’s telling the story of one 
prodigal son finally finding his way 
home. A Civil Action: A To Kill a Mock- 
ingbird: A Norma Rae: B+ Silkwood: B 
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RAE OF LIGHT Field gets ber’ union dues 


WINCHELL | LANSKY 
In a nation that loved gossip, Winchell loved | From acclaimed screenwriter David Mamet 
gossip, and the nation couldn't help but love | and the director of “Wild Things.” Based on 
WINCHELL. Now, in a Golden Globe win- | the true story, LANSKY tells of one young 
ning performance for Best Actor, Stanley | man’s rise from poverty to riches through 
Tucci is Walter Winchell. From young star- | hard-edged business sense ... and a ruth- 
lets to aging businessmen, from presidents | less ability to murder anyone who gets in 
to purse-snatchers, Winchell didn’t just | his way. Richard Dreyfuss is LANSKY - the 
report the news ... he made it. | man who organized organized crime. 
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SHE’S ALL THAT Freddie Prinze Jr., 
Rachael Leigh Cook (Miramaz, 95 
mins., PG-13, also on DVD) With 
her big, dark eyes and her preco- 


ciously self-possessed way of 


making even dumb dialogue 
sound smart, Cook comes across 
like a young Winona Ryder. Good 
for her, because it means she’s 
destined for better movies than 
this unconvineing high school ro- 
mantic comedy, in which she 


A THRILL-A-MINUTE SCi-Fi HORROR heh cles 


fT999 Univer Studios 
All Rights Reserved. 
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plays a brainy dork who blooms 
into a potential prom queen 
when the class president (Prinze) 
starts courting her on a bet. “I 
feel just like Julia Roberts in 
Pretty Woman—except for the 
whole hooker thing,” she says, 
summing up the movie's some- 
what snide take on the Cinderel- 
la/Pygmalion themes. That line 
also highlights the tinny artifi- 
clality of a feel-good fantasy that 
became a theatrical hit by play- 
ing all the right music and speak- 
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ing all the right slang. But it has 
almost no feel for real teen emo- 
tions. G= — Michael Sauter 


A MURDER OF GROWS Guba Good- 
ing Jr., Tom Berenger (Sterling, 
102 mins., &, also on DVD) 
“From the director of Striking 
(histance & Road House.” trum- 
pets the box copy—as if the pros- 
pect of another ludicrous thriller 
from cut-rate auteur Rowdy Her- 
rington (now going direct to 
video) were likely to make movie 
buffs salivate. Gooding plays a 
disbarred Louisiana attorney who 
passes off another man’s Grisham- 
esque manuscript as his own; Ber- 
enger’s the crusty cop who discov- 
ers that the novel's plot dovetails 
with a series of real-life unsolved 
homicides. A bunch of lackluster 
chase scenes (run, Cuba, run!) 
lead inexorably to a finale that’s 
almost, but not quite, as prepos- 
terous as the N’awlins accent em- 
ployed by Eric (“Pointless cameo? 
When have I ever refused?”) 

Stoltz, C= —Mike D'Angelo 


CENTRAL STATION Fernanda Mon- 
tenegro, Vinicius de Oliveira (Co- 
lumbia TriStar, 106 mins., 
R, subtitled, also an DVD) Ro- 
berto Benigni isn’t the only exu- 
berant foreigner to enchant 
America this year. Brazilian star 
Montenegro breaks hearts as the 
homely ex-schoolteacher in Wal- 
ter Salles’ spir itual road movie/ 
love story (a Best Foreign Lan- 
guage Film Oscar nominee), Usu- 
ally, it’s the helpless child—in this 
case, a motherless boy (De Oli- 
velra) searching for the father he 
ean’t remember—who erabs au- 
diences. But Montenegro is the 
captivating one here. She’s at once 
wrenchingly lonely and unfailingly 
optimistic, her performance so 
good she earned a Best Actress 
nomination. A 


- Los Angeles Times 
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ALSO AV AILASLE ON VIDEO AND OVE. 


WINNERS ; fc: WEEK 


Bela Lugosi and 
Boris Karloff 


As prelude to its 
September video release 
of The Mummy, Universal 
is resurrecting such 
creepers as Dracula and 
Frankensteinina 
“Classic Monster 
Collection.” 


CHAMPAGNE AND THE TALKING 
EGGS (First Run Features, 38 
, unrated) No, this is nota 
cooking video, It is, however, a feast 
for the eyes, as animator Michael 
Sporn renders two kids’ stories— 
one magical, one all too real—in 
delicious colors and textures. In 
The Talking Eqqs, adapted from a 
Creole folktale (and narrated, rather 
robotically, by Danny Glover), 
well-meaning yet unappreciated 
Selina does a eood deed for a 
mysterious old lady, who helps her 
achieve a new self-respect. The 
second entry, Champagne, is also a 


VLDIS. 


—Beth Pinsker | story of self-respect, but this one 
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SIDNEY (1996): THE EVERETT Cc 
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SIDNEY ¢f 


is no fantasy: Fourteen-year-old 
Champagne Saltes narrates a brief 
yet powerful docudrama about her 
life, in which she describes her 
childhood neglect, her mother’s drug 
abuse and life in jail, her life in 
a convent school for prisoners’ 
daughters—and her optimistic plans 
for the future. This Champagne 
certainly deserves a toast—if not a 
medal. A —Caren Weiner Campbell 


Documentaries 
WACO: THE RULES OF ENGAGEMENT 


(New Yorker, 136 mins., unrated, 
also on DVD) After hours of 
pumping tear gas into a building 
it helped turn into a tinderbox, 
did the FBI use gunfire to pin 
Branch Davidians in the Mount 


SYLVIA 


HEN SYLVIA Sid- 
ney was at her 
Depression-era 
peak, Paramount 
cast her time and 
again as the hero’s trem- 
ulous lower-class girlfriend. 
“They used to pay me by the 
teardrop,” she said later. But 
while her haunting beauty led 
to typecasting, Sidney, who 
died of throat cancer on July 
1, at 88, was in fact a skilled 
actress who fled Hollywood 
for the stage in the ’40s. The 
real Sidney was a feisty work- 
horse whose credits ran up 
until last year’s Fantasy Is- 
land revival. The Hollywood 
Sidney, fantasy though she 
may have been, still gave us 
some wonderfully shimmer- 
ing moments. —Ty Burr 
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Carmel inferno on April 19, 1993? 
The feds vehemently say no, but 
the infrared evidence analyzed 
in this Oscar-nominated 1997 doc 
(which had limited theatrical 
exposure) makes a strong ar- 
gument to the contrary. And 
that’s not the only troubling ques- 
tion raised in this compelling, 
though sometimes over-manipu- 
lated, chronicle. Through news 
footage, congressional hearings, 
and interviews with witnesses 
and authorities, it makes obvious 
the government’s deadly 51-day 
standoff with the Davidians was, 
at the very least, a tragedy of 
errors. B+ —Erin Richter 


Morereviews at www.ew.com 
(AOL keyword: EW) 
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SABOTAGE (1936) A timid 
London wife realizes her 
husband (Oscar Homolka) is 
a terrorist bomber. Sidney’s 
porcelain fragility slowly 
cracks in Hitchcock’s unre- 
lenting thriller. 


YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE (1937) 
Sidney falls in love and 
goes on the lam with Henry 
Fonda in this precursor to 
Bonnie and Clyde, a bril- 
liantly bitter pill from di- 
rector Fritz Lang. 


SUMMER WISHES, WINTER 
DREAMS (1973) The actress’ 
only Oscar nomination came 
for her “comeback”—her 
first film role in 17 years— 
as neurotic housewife Jo- 
anne Woodward’s tough- 
talking mother. 


BEETLEJUICE (1988) 
At 78, Sidney final- 
ly got a chance to 
shine in a comic 
role—as Juno, the 
chain-smoking 
afterlife bureau- 
crat in Tim Bur- 
ton’s wiggy farce. 


TWO TIMES A LADY Sidney spanned the eras 


THE CHARTS 


DISG INFERNO 


HEAT WAVE gripped the 
East Coast last week, 
causing power outages 
that left us without our usual 
charts and whole towns without 
electricity. Perhaps, then, DVD nae 3 
addicts hauled forth their E a : 
generators to devour the con- STATE OF THE ART Mr. Smith 
Sspiracy thriller Enemy of the BPOEMOR ER Tiron nm) |) 
State, which held first place for 
the third straight week, begging the question: Did In- 
dependence Day viewers confuse Uncle Sam with Big Brother? 
Meanwhile, the goodies-packed Ghostbusters (No. 2) outsold 
Varsity Blues (No. 3) by an even third, and the seven-title 
Stanley Kubrick Collection bowed at a shining No. 19. 
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LAST WEEK SALES INDEX 
+ 1 ENEMY OF THE STATE Will Smith, Touchstone, $29.99...........100 
2 — GHOSTBUSTERS Bill Murray, Columbia TriStar, $29.99 ......... 68 
3 — __ VARSITY BLUES James Van Der Beek, Paramount, $29.99 ....... 51 
a +2 PATCH ADAMS Robin Williams, Universal, $29.98............... 51 
S 3  ASIMPLE PLAN Bill Paxton, Paramount, $29.99 ............... 29 
6 — _ RUSHMORE Jason Schwartzman, Touchstone, $29.99 ........... 24 
7 7 STAR TREK: INSURRECTION Patrick Stewart, Paramount, $29.99 . . 22 
8 4 AUSTIN POWERS: INTERNATIONAL MAN OF MYSTERY.............. 20 
Mike Myers, New Line, $24.98 
S 9 TRUELIES Arnold Schwarzenegger, Fow, $29.98 ............... 19 
wo 08 ~—SO THE FACULTY Elijah Wood, Dimension, $29.99 .........0.00044. 18 
LAST WEEK WEEKS ON CHART 
1 = 1 ‘THE PATRIOT Steven Seagal, Touchstone, ............000eeeeeee 2 
2- STEPHEN KING’S STORM OF THE CENTURY Tim Daly, Trimark ......1 
3 — WISHFUL THINKING Drew Barrymore, Miramax ................ 1 
4 2 SHADOW OF DOUBT Melanie Griffith, Columbia TriStar.......... 6 
S 6 ACOOL, DRY PLACE Vince Vaughn, Fox.........cscccccecssscee 6 
s 4 FROM DUSK TILL DAWN 2: TEXAS BLOOD MONEY ................. 15 
Robert Patrick, Dimension 

7 7 —TRUE HEART Kirsten Dunst, MGM......0.0..0..0cccc0cscaceeesces 2 
8S 3 ARRIVAL II Patrick Muldoon, Artisan. .........0....0cc00eeceee 5 
9 5 PURGATORY Sam Shepard, Warner ..........--.ceeccn eee nees 2 
70 ~=68___ BILLBOARD DAD Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen, Warner......... 33 
BS St! SUSE THE TICKET Andy Garcis: ILGIE 0:5. -crn-nx so. ens dinaeeieeine 2 
2 -— HURLYBURLY Sean Penn, New Lime ...2. 0.0.0 c ccc cece ceeceess 1 
3 2 GODS AND MONSTERS Ian McKellen, Universal................. 3 
4 4 __ DANCING AT LUGHNASA Mery! Streep, Columbia TriStar......... 2 
5 3 ANOTHER DAY IN PARADISE James Woods, Trimark.............. 7 
G6 5 THE IMPOSTERS Stanley Tucci, Foxr.......00. 5c cc cece eee eee 6 
7 6 ORGAZMO Trey Parker, PolyGram .............06c0 cc eeeeeuee 7 
® 8 ONE TOUGH COP Stephen Baldwin, Columbia TriStar........... N1 

. 9 7 SAVIOR Dennis Quaid, Columbia TriStar. ...............66245. nN 
70 8 =6©9-~—s6<DEE SNIDER’S STRANGELAND Dee Snider, Artisan. .............. 15 


OVD DATA: VIDEOSCAN FOR THE WEEK ENDING JULY 4, 1990 

DIRECT-TO-TAPE AND LIMITED-RELEASE DATA: VIDEO HUSINESS FOR THE WEEK ENDING JUNE 27, 1909 
ULIMITED-RELEASE RENTALS HAD THEATRICAL RELEASES OF NO MORE THAN 475 SCREENS. 

RELEASE DATA FROM EXHIBITOR RELATIONS; SOME DATA PROVIDED BY VIDTRAC, 
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We served over 30 million last year, but our goal is no repeat business. 


Unfortunately, business has been booming this year. And we'd like to put a stop to it. 
That's why The Salvation Army believes in getting to the heart of a problem and solving it. 
We're a different sort of organization in that respect. Just as we use earthmovers 
and bulldozers to rebuild a disaster-ravaged town, we provide the tools to repair damaged 
lives. If a child can’t read, we teach him. If a young mother can’t cope, we counsel her. 
If a father can’t stop drinking or using cocaine, we rehabilitate him. We help people find 
what they need within themselves to rebuild their world. We give them the means to 
reclaim their future. So they won't have to come back and see us again. 

Please give generously to The Salvation Army and help us reduce our business. 


NEED KNOWS NO SEASON 


The Volume 


The music biz rushes to bring MP3 to market— 
and reap holiday bucks. by Richard Ashton 


JUNE WAS A REMARKABLE 
month in the short history of 
MP3. Racing to create a com- 
mercial music-downloading 
solution in time for the holi- 


ILLUSTRATION bY EOD PATTON 


days, music-industry execu- 
tives and Internet start-ups 
converged mid-month on La 


Jolla, Calif., for a two-day 


“MP3 Summit.” Meanwhile, 
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massive record labels cut 
deals with tiny tech upstarts, 
AOL threw buckets of mon- 
ey around, and a blizzard of 
new music players hit com- 
puter sereens. No one knows 
what the future will bring— 
and if they say they do, 
they’re lying—but here are 
some of the current pieces of 
the MP3 puzzle: 


The Sprint to the Fourth Quarter 
The Recording Industry As- 
sociation of America (RIAA) 
has been struggling to devel- 
op an industry-wide technical 
standard called the Secure 
Digital Music Initiative 


ENTERTAINMENT 


(SDM1]1), which would 
provide copy protec- 
tion, limit distribution 
of music files, and 
provide royalty pay- 

ments to labels and 
artists. But as SDMI 
has bogged down in 
a quagmire of in- 
decision (it finally 
announced a unified 
copy-protection 
plan for portable 
players June 28), record 
companies—eager to 
have their music com- 
mercially available on 
the Internet before 
Christmas—have split 
from the RIAA and 
partnered with individ- 
ual tech companies. 
Sony Music Entertain- 
ment has formed an al- 
liance with Microsoft; 
Universal Music Group 
and Bertelsmann have 
teamed with InterTrust; 
and, on June 21, EMI 
cut a deal to make its 
vast back catalog of 
tunes downloadable via 
Liquid Audio’s front- 
end software. Unfortu- 
nately, this means the 
major record labels are 
competing to deliver mu- 
sic over the Internet with 
incompatible formats—ex- 
actly what SDMI was intend- 
ed to forestall. 


Start Your Player 

It used to be that all you 
needed to listen to MP3 mu- 
sic files on your computer 
was a free player like Null- 
soft’s scrappy Winamp (www. 
winamp.com). But when 
Nullsoft was bought by 
America Online June 1, it 
was the latest shot fired by 
a big-name tech company 
in the player wars. Real Net- 
work has brought out its 
Real Jukebox (www.real. 
com), Microsoft has its Media 
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Player (eww.microsoft.com/ | 


windows/windowsmedia), and 
Apple recently beefed up 
Quicktime 4.0 (www.apple. 
com/quicktime). In addition, 
there’s MusicMatch’s Juke- 
box 4 (www.musicmatech. 
com) and players from Liquid 
Audio (www.liquidaudio. 
com) and AT&T's a2b Music 
(www.azZbmusic.com). The 
glimmer of good news here 
is that most of these players 
anticipate handling the dif- 
fering digital formats seam- 
lessly. Translation: You'll still 


be able to listen to your old | 


MP3 files. 


Hardware 

What’s really got the record 
companies scared is MP3’s 
leap off the computer. At the 
summit, more than a dozen 
vendors showed off their 
portable MP3 players—all 
priced around the magic $200 
mark for the Christmas buy- 
ing season. The best known is 
Diamond Multimedia’s Rio, a 
sub-Walkman-size unit that 
plays up to an hour of MP3 
files. But I-Jam MultiMedia’s 
LJ-100 is a combination MP3 
player and FM radio, Cre- 
ative Lab’s Nomad can hold 
two hours of music, and Em- 
peg’s Empeg Player is an 
MP3 player for your car that 


stores a whopping 70 hours of | 
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Want more coverage of great games and worthy websites? 
Sign up to receive our monthly supplement, EW Internet, as 
_ part of your regular subscription. Register at www.ew.com, — 
or send an e-mail with your full name, address, and account 
number (listed above your name on the mailing label) to 
| subsvcs@ew.customersvc.com. 


music. Any questions about 
these devices promoting pira- 
cy were scuttled June 15, 


when a U.S. appeals court de- | 


finitively put the kibosh on 
the RIAA’s legal assault 
against the Rio player. 


search and Deliver 
Making the MP3 revolution 
real—in theory—is the ease in 
finding your favorite songs on 
the Internet. Type the name 
of an artist or song into one of 
the many recently launched 
MP3 search engines—such 
as Lycos MP3 (mp2.lycos. 
com), MP3Smeta (ww. 
mpsmeta. com), Zlook4 
MP3 Search (www. 
2look4.com), and Music- 
seek (wiww.musicseek. 
net)— and you'll find a 
seemingly endless list 
of sites with your se- 
lection ready to down- 
load. Of course, you 
still may not be able 
to connect to those sites, the 
downloads can take forever, 
and the International Feder- 
ation of the Phonographic 
Industry has brought in 
lawyers because it claims 
some search engines point 
users toward sites offering 
pirated music. But even if 
the MP3 consumer experi- 
ence isn’t quite ready for 
prime time, the music indus- 
try knows it needs to act like 
it is. Joked Lisa Loeb during 
an impromptu performance 
at the MP3 Summit, “You 
can download this next song 
from one of my fan sites.” 
The seary part, for the 


record labels, is that she was | 


probably right. m 


This week 


WEBSITE//GANNIBAL LOVERS 
(www.canniballovers.com) \f Beef- 
cake, Brian Boitano, and Big Gay Al 
make you snigger, you'll be in good 
company at this massive Garson 
City, Nev.-based multisite dedicat- 
ed to South Park creators Trey 
Parker and Matt Stone. Five 
friends offer limitless info about 
their objects of obsession— 
including what Parker’s bathroom 
is like (the pals attended a party 
at his home). Get thorough filmo- 
graphies and sound files (including 
BASEketball’s infamous “Dude” 


exchange), or check out songs 
from the new South Park movie 
and the loooow-budget film Gan- 
nibal! The Musical (hence the site’s 
name). Don’t miss the mesmeriz- 
ing “Trey on a Gamel” Shockwave 
miniseries, featuring Parker trav- 
eling by humpback through various 
locales (Tatooine, a bathroom), 
and create your own e-music by 
mixing techno-thump with sound 
clips from Orgazmo (“Let's make 
some porn!”). It’s all delivered 
with enough attitude to make 
Cartman blush. A —Gillian Flynn 


PARKER GOES POTTY 


‘DADDY’ 0! 


A “Yell at MY father. Tell him he can't yell back 

because I’m the President. And then laugh at him. And then 
throw him out of the White House. And then build a fort out 
of gold in New Mexico and live there.” —8ig Daddy's ADAM 


SANDLER detailing an ambitious platform in his answer 


to the if-you-were-President question, on BigStar.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


GET IN TOUCH WITH ANY CELEBRITY 
(818)225-8337/www.celebnetwork.com or 
$l+sase: CN, Box 4728, West Hills, CA 91308 


ADOPTIONS 


A “DREAM COME TRUE LIFE" FOR YOUR BABY. 
Wealthy couple (two Dads) longing to adopt. 
We'll comfort, listen and respect you. 
Kindly call Mike & Bruno, 1-800-982-3678. 


AUTOMOTIVE 


CARS FROM $500! Police impounds and tax 
repo’s, 4x4’s, RV’s, Boats, Computers & more. 
For listings call 800-319-3323, Ext. 2190. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


$$ $ 900# TALK LINES $ $ $ 
$99. Total Cost. No Chargebacks. 
Quick Payouts. Call 1-800-208-9078. 


EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! 
Assemble products at home. 
Call Toll Free: 1-800-467-5566, EXT. 11751. 


GOOD MONEY! WEEKLY! 
Processing Mail! FREE Supplies! 
Bonuses! Call 1-800-230-0155, Ext. 565 


$800 WEEKLY POTENTIAL Processing 
Government Refunds at home! No experience 
necessary. 1-800-966-3599, ext. 564 


COLLECTIBLES/NOSTALGIA 


TV MEMORABILIA: Mags, Photos, Dukes, Chips, 
Avengers, Xena, X-Files, Hawaii 5-0, Playboys, 
007, ete. Catalog $3, TV GUIDE CATALOG, $2.00, 
Rogofsky, Box 107-E, Glen Oaks, NY 11004. 


FINANCIAL 


OVERDUE BILLS? 1-800-788-1141 Bad credit’s ok. 
Licensed/Bonded since 1977. Apps to $50,000. 
Not a loan co. Town & Country Acceptance. 


FREE CASH GRANTS - NEVER REPAY! 
Millions available from foundations for Bus- 
iness, Medical, Debt Consolidation, Education. 
Call toll-free for information: 1-888-772-4638. 


DEBT CONSOLIDATION 
“ONE simple monthly payment 
*Reduce payments* *Eliminate Interest* 

* Avoid late charges * *Re-establish credit* 
Loan and credit referral programs available. 
Call today to receive a FREE Debt Consultation. 
1-800-403-3433x506/www.cambridgecredit.org 
A 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organization 


“SET YOUR VISA NOVWV! 


NO CREDIT CHECK! 


NO UP-FRONT CASH SECURITY DEPOSIT! 
GUARANTEED APPROVAL! 


Simply Cail the toll free Number below for fast 


pre-approval by phone 


Must be over 16 with a checking account 
Must be U.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident musa 
VISA CARD issued by 
MERRICK BANK Salt Lake City, Utah 


1-800-763-881 = 
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EDUCATION 


SPEEDY RESEARCH:100,000 reports. Papers, Theses. 
$6 per page. Research Assistance use only. Custom 
research & fax available. VISA/MG/AMEX. 800-356-9001. 


TERM PAPER ASSISTANGE: 100,000 papers 
available! 306-Page FREE Catalog. 
1-800-351-0222 or www.research-assistance.com 


FINANCIAL 


FREE MONEY! Never Repay Grants. Personal 
Needs, Medical Bills, Education, Business, Debts. 
Free Information Package: 1-818-377-4074. 


TOO MANY BILLS? 
Free, Easy Debt Consolidation. 
One monthly payment-reduced up to 50%! 
Genus Credit Management-Nonprofit 
1-800-299-6778 (1044) 


GET OUT OF DEBT! Free Consultation. Debts 


Consolidated. Harassment Calls Stopped, 
Payments Lowered. Interest Reduced. Non- 
Profit Agency. Prompt Professional Service. 
GSCCC: 1-800-99-BILLS Licensed and Bonded. 


INVENTIONS WANTED 


INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE 
For development & patent assistance on your 
product or idea call Davison: 1-800-677-6382. 


IDEAS, INVENTIONS, NEW PRODUCTS! One of America’s | 
leading invention firms can help you submit to 
industry. Patent services. Call 1-888-439-IDEA. 


POSTERS & PHOTOS 


MOVIE PHOTOS AND POSTERS! Rush $5 for our 
fully illustrated brochures: Movie Star News, 
Dept. EW, 134 West 18th St, NYC, 10011 


NOVIEIROSTERS 


PHOTOS, AUTOGRAPHS, MORE! 
FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 


888-799-0010 


a e 
www.cinema-cify.com 
NEW ARRIVALS! ONLINE CONTEST! 


CINEMA CITY 


P.O. Box 1012-EW, Muskegon, Mi 49443 


CELEBRITY PHOTOS+ POSTERS: Send SASE for lists. | 
Name favorites. Photoworld-EW, POB 20747, 
Houston, TX 77225 or www.photowrld.com. 


SCRIPTS 


SO, YOU HAVE WRITTEN A SCREENPLAY-NOW SELL IT TO 
HOLLYWOOD HERE: www.screenwritersmarket.com 
Producers, feel free to stop in & browse. 
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HEALTH & BEAUTY 


DON’T YOU LOVE to be TAN! 


SUNVISION® Wolff? Tanning Beds 
_ Buy Direct & Save up to 50% 


PS R SUNVISION™ | 
—————————————— ——. 
G) ——___ ——e 
=~ NITS AS LOW AS $599 
FINANCING AVAILABLE 


HOME & COMMERCIAL UNITS 


1-800-842-1324 


You have an idea that will make 
a great movie. Now what? 


WRITING A SCREENPLAY THAT 
mee SELLS TO HOLLYWOOD 
Whether you are working on your first 
screenplay or a seasoned professional looking for technical 
help from the master himself, SYD FIELD’s Screenwriting 
Workshop Video will be an invaluable writing tool that 
you will rely upon again and again. 


THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER SCREENWRITING 
TEACHER IN THE WORLD -THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


FINAL DRAFT 
Professional Screenwriting Software 


FINAL DRAFT?” is the choice 


among Hollywood's professional writers, 
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a 
Specifically designed for writing movie 
scripts, TV episodes, and stageplays. “0 . 
FINAL DRAFT" is the #1 Screenwriting Stee MacOS 
: s : wane Mac 
Software for both Windows & Macintosh! =" 


“FINAL DRAFT™ makes it possible to simply imagine the 
movie in script form. If you can think in cinematic terms, 
you can write in the terms of cinema.” - TOM HANKS 


(800) 231-4055 - www.finaldraft.com 


WRITE A HIT SCRIPT AT HOME! 


America’s #1 screenwriting 
vole) ga-t-jslelile(-lple-M-leiglele] Miele 
23 years will teach you how. 


Agent guaranteed when script is ready 
Call 1-800-SCRIPTS. 


HOLLYWOOD SCRIPTWRITING INSTITUTE, 
www.Moviewriting.com 
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Digital Media * Computer Animation 
Film/Video ¢ Traditional Animation 


Game Design 


800.226.7625 


TAA AAULIRT Ti Peelin 


3300 University Blvd. Winter Park, FL 32792 
Financial aid available to those who qualify. 
Job placement assistance. Accredited by 


NEW 
POETRY 
CONTEST! 
$48,000.00 


in prizes awarded annually 


Even if you've never entered a writing 
contest before, your poem may win! 
Undiscovered talent welcome. No entry 
fee and no purchase required. 


POSSIBLE PUBLICATION! 


Submit ONLY ONE original poem 
20 lines or fewer, any subject, 
any style to: 
THE INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY OF POETRY 
Suite 11554 
1 Poetry Plaza 
Owings Mills, MD 21117-6282 
Enter online at www.poetry.com 
© 1998 The International Library of Poetry 


POETRY PUBLISHED. No gimmicks. Send 4 and 
stamped envelope. $500 award. Quill Books, 
Box 3109-EW, Harlingen, Texas 7855 


SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS? MOVING? 
Call Customer Service at 1-800-828-6882 


the largest selection of 
out-of-print and 
hard-to-find 
video movies for the 
serious collector. 


mostmovies.com 


Call 1-800-4-MOVIES for a free catalog. 


mostmovies.com is a division of Movies Unlimited, Inc. 


Free Search Service: every film worldwide. 
BuyeSelleTradeeRenteBrokere Auction, 24hrs, 
365 days, 1-800-849-7309, Fax: 1-770-227-0873. 


RENT VIDEOS BY MAIL from our huge collection of 
classic, foreign and cult titles. Free catalog: 
1-800-669-7157. www.vlibrary.com 


AMERICA’S 


ESINGERS! and DJs! 


FFREE REPORT! y 
MAKE $ISOO PER “gt 
> 


IN CLUBS 


PROSINGERS « ATTN: KIM 
.O. BOX 650, PINELLAS, FL 33 


Astrology * Clairvoyants « Tarot 
Numerology 


Have ed of you always 


dreamed of with amazing 
insights from gifted psychics 


CAS LOW AS $1.93/mIN_ 
1-800-784-9807 
1-900-454-6699 


24 Houas. 18+. ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY. 


Sept. 1, 2002 
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PSYCHIC SOURCE 
888-832-7708 
WE KNOW 


www.psychicsource.com 


Talk Live to the 
BEST Psychics 
in Matters of 
the Heart. 

Get Answers 
From Psychics 
Ai Oe 


Toll Free Call 


Since 


=y\ AMERICA’S #1 sss 
— PSYCHIC SERVICE 


American Association of Professional Psychics’ 


Registered with the U.S. Government. Guaranteed Authentic. 


1-900-933-0009 22%. 
| 1-800-974-9977 
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NUMEROLOGY * TAROT 
OYA 


Save with VISA/MC 


$3.50/min nal 


Let Our Psychics Give You Answers 
For the Heart from the Heart! 
1-800-824-7107 V/MC/Amex/Dise $2.90/min 
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Parton shows off her tourist-friendly homage to country charm in Pigeon Forge, Tenn. 


ENCORE 


Still, even Parton’s faithful 
were surprised when she an- 
nounced, on July 22, 1985, plans 
for a theme park in Pigeon 
Forge, Tenn., to be called— 
what else?—Dollywood. 


The planned park was am- | 
bitious in scope. Country stars 


had long been known for 


plastering their names on | 


self-agerandizing museums or 
restaurants (Johnny's House 
of Cash and Twitty City, 
both in Nashville, to name but 
two). But Dollywood—which 
officially opened for business 
the following May—was on a 
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ITH HER TOWERING WIGS, HARLE- 
quin makeup, and, of course, always- 
accentuated twin trademarks, Dolly 
Parton has never been one for under- 
statement. So when the country star 
decided to commemorate her down- 
home upbringing, you knew she 
wasn't just going to mount a plaque. 


whole different scale. Spread 
over 400 acres, Dollywood’s 
attractions included a muse- 
um featuring her handwritten 


| lyrie sheets and childhood 


AT THE MOVIES, Back to the 
Future, starring Lea Thomp- 
son and Michael J. Fox (right), 
warps to the No. 1 spot again, 
pulling in $10.3 million in its 
third weekend. |N MUSIC, Du- 
ran Duran top the charts with 
“A View to a Kill.” ON TV, Mia- 
mi Vice is hot; NBC's third re- 


Fourteen years ago, Dolly Parton unveiled plans for 
a theme park as grand and showy as the star herself. by Josh Wolk 


corncob dolls: a restaurant 
called Aunt Granny’s Dixie 
Fixins, after her nieces and 
nephews’ nickname for her; 
and a replica of the log cabin 
in which Parton and her 11 


in such a one-note enterprise, 
Parton confidently sank $6 mil- 
lion of her own money into the 
park’s construction. “My fami- 
ly was supportive and thought 
it was a great idea,” says Par- 
ton, 55. “But my accountants, 
they thought it was a very 
bad idea.” They needn’t have 
worried. Tourists flocked to 
the hokey-but-homey extrav- 


| aganza. In its first season, 


siblings grew up. For added | 


authenticity, Dolly employed 
real Partons: Members of her 
family staged a musical re- 
vue, and her mother and old- 
est sister decorated the re- 
produced cabin (built by 
Parton’s brother). 

Though cynics wondered 
how much interest there’d be 


Dollywood attracted 1.3 mil- 
lion visitors. Through the 
years, a number of popular 
features were added, including 
a bald eagle sanctuary, a radio 
station, and the $8 million Ten- 
nessee Tornado roller coaster. 
This year, attendance will hit 
2.2 million, and by one esti- 
mate, Dollywood pulls in over 
$30 million a year in profits. 

Yet its success has irked 
some Nashville purists. With 
country music enjoying more 
mainstream exposure, many 
are unhappy to see the crass 
flaunting of Dollywood’s back- 
woods charm. “The industry 
is torn between its hoedown 
Southern roots and its L.A. 
and New York sophistica- 
tion,” says country historian 
Bruce Feiler. 

None of that fazes Parton, 
who's taken the park’s success 
as a charge to set her sights 
even higher. While efforts to 
erect a park in Japan fell 
through, she still hopes for 
EuroDollywood...and beyond. 
“You know how big I dream,” 
she says. “Today Pigeon Forge, 


| tomorrow the world!” 


broadcast of the pilot hits No. 
35. AND IN THE NEWS, school- 
teacher Christa McAuliffe en- 
joys newfound fame after 
she’s chosen to be the first 
private citizen in space. Six 
months later, she and six as- 
tronauts will die when the 
shuttle Challenger explodes 
73 seconds after takeoff. @ 


Vanessa Marcil 
Actress 


If Head & Shoulders 
leaves my hair looking 
like this, why mess 
with a good thing. 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 


Injury, Premature Birth, And LOW Birth Weight Ee “11 mg nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method 
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